
Focus ed on Learning  

All ELA staff in grades K-6 are 

excited to be using a new read-

ing resource called Wonders. 

This resource is based on 21st 

century skills and expectations. 

The rigor of these materials 

will be especially apparent as 

the year progresses. As stu-

dents do not have prior experi-

ence with the program, they 

may feel some “productive 

struggle” at the onset of the 

program. It is especially im-

portant that students receive 

encouragement as they grow 

into the new expectations. Our 

primary grades work to teach 

students to learn to read, and 

at the upper elementary level, 

we are teaching students 

to read to learn. 

 

Some changes you will  notice 

this year include  

increased use of informational 

text, use of multiple texts on a 

topic, compare and contrast 

information, and rereading text 

to interpret meaning. Compre-

hension will require not only 

remembering facts, but also 

inferring the author’s meaning, 

integrating themes across mul-

tiple reading passages, and 

analyzing author's craft and 

structure.  Students are ex-

pected to think differently as 

they apply their learning. 

 

Parents will also notice a 

change in the type of reading 

assessments that are given this 

year. Assessments will not only 

include multiple choice ques-

tions, but also require students 

to provide an organized written 

analysis using evidence from 

the text to show their thinking. 

Students will be challenged not 

only to identify the answer, but 

choose the best answer. Test 

taking strategies play a key role 

in this process. 

 

Teachers have been working 

during grade level and content 

area meetings, professional 

development sessions, and 

team meetings to ensure that 

support strategies are in place 

for all students. It is also im-

portant that families continue 

to support students as they 

stretch to meet these new read-

ing expectations.  We encour-

age families to continue read-

ing every night and reinforcing 

the strategies being used in 

school. Students are moving 

beyond just reading a text and 

answering basic comprehen-

sion questions. Our goal is to 

make student thinking visible.  
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High expectations for all students 

form a critical part of the learning 

environment at Eden Hall Upper 

Elementary. The belief of teachers, 

administrators, and parents that a 

student can and will succeed in 

mathematics often makes it possi-

ble for that student to succeed. 

Beyond that, this standard calls for 

a commitment that all students will 

be continuously challenged and 

enabled to go as far mathematically 

as they can.  

Through a comprehensive and 

systematic curriculum review 

process that took place this past 

year, we identified the need to: 

1) simplify and clarify our 

mathematics pathways 

chart; 2) narrow the range of 

 

 

 

 

 

Click Here to Follow Mr. 

Smith on Twitter 

http://mhreadingwonders.com/
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/162
https://twitter.com/search?q=%40edenhallue
https://twitter.com/search?q=%40edenhallue


student readiness levels in 

our mathematics class-

rooms; and 3) consider the 

most appropriate and availa-

ble data points for making 

mathematics course place-

ment recommendations.  

We believe these changes 

have helped us to better 

address the academic needs 

of each child in math. 

Eden Hall offers students 

three math pathways: Cur-

rent, Compacted/Extended, 

and Accelerated. Our tradi-

tional pathway course is 

referenced as the “current” 

pathway in effort to clarify 

the similarities and differ-

ences.  Both the compacted/

extended and current path-

ways prepare our students to 

take calculus in high school.  

The units planned for each 

course and the approximate 

time allotted for each unit are 

the same.  The compacted/

extended pathway courses are 

built from the foundation of 

our current courses with cer-

tain topics compacted 

(shortened or eliminated).  

This compaction provides our 

teachers with opportunities to 

extend learning opportunities 

for students who have        

demonstrated the ability to 

quickly understand complex 

mathematical concepts. 

Our goal is to place your child 

in a learning environment with 

a level of challenge that is just 

out of his/her reach. Please note 

that no child is assigned to a 

pathway “for life”. As a team, 

we will monitor and adjust the 

pathway to meet the individual 

need (s) of the student. Through 

this experience, we want your 

child to stretch and grow with-

out becoming frustrated or 

bored.   
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N e w s  f r o m  G A T E  

Mat h  P athw ays  ( C o n t i n u e d )  

 

The EHUE GATE Program is off and running at Eden Hall Upper Elementary.  Our 6 th grad-

ers have received their Architectural Design Challenge in the field of Sustainability from The 

Pittsburgh Historic & Landmark Foundation.  We had two great visits to Falk School of Sus-

tainability at Chatham University where students were able to walk the site, take pictures, 

measurements, and meet with architects and historians in their preparation for work on     

repurposing The Parsons House.   

Our 5th graders have been learning about the architectural principles, enhancing their perspec-

tive in the architectural design and landscape of the Eden Hall campus, as well as the history 

of the area, in order to prepare for a site visit from Mr. Robert Cooper and workshops with 

the Falk School of Sustainability at Chatham University.  They will be presented with their 

challenge in the second semester.   

Our 4th graders have just returned from The Frick Art & Historical Center visiting The Clay-

ton House, greenhouse, art museum, and a neighborhood walking tour.  The purpose of the 

visit was to enhance their perspective of the implementation of technology and sustainability 

through history in preparation for their home study and challenge.  

During Open GATE, students have been working on preparation for various competitions, 

developing their interests and passions through GoQuest.com, working on critical thinking, 

and expanding on their strand work.  Some of our students are also taking part in our building

-wide Explore Time offerings such as band, chorus, orchestra, and other Explore Time oppor-

tunities.  

                           Click here to learn more about our GATE program at Eden Hall 

Mr. Robert Cooper, found-

ing Principal, shares more 

about the history  of Eden 

Hall Upper Elementary. 

http://falk.chatham.edu/
http://www.goquest.com/#!/login
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/5935


E de n  H all  Up pe r  El eme n tar y  

The World Language students 

have had fun engaging in various 

methods of verbal and non-verbal 

communication with topics being 

sign language, how English has 

changed over time, the different 

dialect groups within the United 

States, and varieties of English 

spoken in Australia, Canada, 

England, and South Africa.  Near 

future lessons include the Greek 

alphabet, Latin and Greek roots, 

Latin Numbers, Greetings, Fami-

ly, and House related vocabulary 

words. 

 

 

 

 Click here to learn more about our 

World Language Program  

being a solid performer in a group 

of musicians. We are learning that 

it takes lots of concentration and 

focus to perform to the best of 

one's ability. Fifth graders have 

also been practicing reading and 

performing more complex 

rhythms, and we have moved 

from performing rhythms with 

percussion instruments to per-

forming on piano and guitar. We 

celebrated the 201st birthday of 

our National Anthem by discuss-

ing the history of the song, learn-

Fourth grade students are learning 

more about patriotic music, 

rhythm-reading, treble clef re-

view, recorder music, form, writ-

ing prompts, and various styles of 

movement. 

 

Fifth grade has been learning 

many new vocabulary words and 

concepts. For instance, FORM 

makes a song easier to learn, be-

cause it helps label the sections of 

a song and AUDIATION, hearing 

music in one's head, is essential to 

ing more about the vocabulary in the 

song, memorizing the lyrics, and prac-

ticing proper etiquette as we sang.  

Sixth grade students are learning patri-

otic music/melodic contour, rhythm-

reading, hand-drums/polyrhythms, 

boom whackers/form analysis, guitar 

unit (currently or upcoming depending 

on the class), Keyboarding Unit 

(currently or upcoming depending on 

the class), and various forms of move-

ment. 
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two-dimensional surface. They 

will be demonstrating the differ-

ence between magnified texture 

versus the appearance at a dis-

tance by changes in the size, 

shape, and spacing. Fifth graders 

are also creating clay coil pots 

and abstract paintings. Block 

printing and a repeated shape to 

form sculptures dealing with 

topographical maps are ahead 

for our students.  

 

Sixth Grade is continuing their use 

of linear perspective. They will be 

designing a surrealist world that 

has dimension and depth based on 

proper proportion of items placed 

along their path. Students are also 

creating Faberge eggs and a mono-

chromatic painting of an animal, 

block printing and a value/shading 

project are coming soon.  

Fourth Grade is creating space 

within a two-dimensional image by 

overlapping. They will be using an 

oil resist painting method and ex-

plaining why oil pastels resist the 

watercolor. Fourth graders are also 

working on creating ceramic in-

sects. Pop art printmaking and wet-

on-wet watercolor paintings are 

just a few projects to follow.  

 

Fifth Grade is exploring how to 

create the illusion of texture on a 

Number of Students in Band 

Grade 4:  128 

Grade 5:  110 

Grade 6:  98 

Number of Students in Chorus 

Grade 4:  127 

Grade 5:  147 

Grade 6:  111 

Number of Students in Strings 

Grade 4:  62 

Grade 5:  45 

Grade 6:  38 

Congratulations  to our 

Eden Hall students on a 

successful first nine 

weeks. We would also 

like to recognize stu-

dents with perfect at-

tendance during this 

time. We had a total of 

469 students with 

perfect attend-

ance.! 

http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/162
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/1956
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/1956
https://sites.google.com/a/pinerichland.org/eden-hall-art/home?
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/209


 

 

 

 

RAM Time is a daily 35 minute instructional block of time that is staggered 

across grades and biomes to allow for all available staff to support our stu-

dents. During RAM Time, students work in areas appropriate to their specific 

need. Students needing interventions in our Response to Instruction and Inter-

vention (RtII) tiered-support model work with specialist teachers (Reading 

Support, Learning Support, and trained paraprofessionals) who utilize re-

searched-based instructional programs. Students needing additional enrichment 

opportunities work with GATE teachers and/or grade level teachers. Enrich-

ment also takes place within the biome (flexible grouping based on what a 

child needs) or out of the classroom with one of the GATE teachers. Our goal 

is to target the area that is needed the most. This process is fluid and allows 

students to receive the necessary level of support at the identified time of need.   

                      Learn more about RAM Time at Eden Hall     

 

F o c u s e d  o n  L e a r n i n g :  R A M  T i m e  

Keyboarding Update              Click here for our Business Department  

 

Fourth grade is continuing to learn how to type more fluently and faster with proper technique.  They are 

currently focusing on memorizing the home row and beginning to learn the upper reaches.  They are starting 

to see improvement with their GWAM (Gross Words A Minute) and building confidence each class. 
 

Fifth grade is enhancing typing fluency and learning Microsoft Word document basics such as:  New Docu-

ment, Save vs. Save As, typing on a document and closing Word.  Additionally, the students are composing 

creative writing pieces such as “SpooKEYBOARDING" and “Morphed Animals” while learning about dif-

ferent fonts, font styles (BOLD, ITALIC, and UNDERLINE) and bullets. 
 

Sixth grade is refining and applying their touch typing abilities along with reviewing and learning new skills 

within Microsoft Word.  Within several engaging activities the students are learning how to insert shapes 

into a Word document, formatting and re-sizing shapes, utilizing copy/cut/paste feature, establishing page 

orientation and identifying the difference between portrait and landscape layout among other useful features.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  first nine weeks in Physical Education have focused on Cooperative games and Fit-

ness. We have tested the students in the mile run and practice fitness activities and exercises 

each class.  Students have worked on large group games with an emphasis on participation, teamwork, and sportsman-

ship.  The second nine weeks will continue to focus on individual fitness training and team sports.    

Important Dates: 

Nov. 26-30: No School 

Dec. 8: 5th Grade Choir Con-

cert– 6:30 p.m. 

Dec. 10: 4th Grade Choir Con-

cert– 6:30 p.m. 

Dec. 15: 6th Grade Choir Con-

cert– 6:30 p.m. 

Dec. 24: Winter Break Begins 

H i g h l i g h t s  f r o m  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  
  

 

 

Click here to view the recent 2015 

Pine-Richland Academic Achieve-

ment Report. 

http://www.pinerichland.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=162&ModuleInstanceID=852&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=13288&PageID=919
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/197
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/539
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/802
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/802
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/802

