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Why? Keyboarding (or typing) is a life-long skill that is actually used quite often. An article in Education World 

states that “Times have changed. Schools can no longer prepare students for the workplace of the future 

without providing them with skills necessary for using computers competently. One of those necessary skills is, 

of course, keyboarding.” While heading to the workplace is years away, in the meantime, students spend time 

in the keyboarding labs improving their touch-typing skills through a program called "Typing Time.”  The ability to 

key fluently is essential in a student’s success throughout the remaining school years. A student needs to be 

proficient in the touch-typing process, which means automatic keying without looking. With improvement of a 

student’s keyboarding skills, he or she is able to spend more time on learning concepts in computer 

applications classes and other academic areas.   Additionally, as quoted from an article titled, “Keyboarding: 

What it really is and why it STILL has to be taught” by Art Willer: “Studies indicate a dramatic increase in 

language arts skills as a result of children inputting words and sentences frequently using a computer. 

Keyboarding and language arts are a dynamic duo. Keyboarding should be integrated with language arts and 

other subject areas. Word processing of projects in academic subjects is easier when children possess a usable 

keyboarding skill.” 

 

What to do? Practice, practice, practice, practice, and more practice!  Drill and practice may become 

mundane for some, but the payoff is vast.  While on summer break, students may find game-type activities 

more interesting than drills.  For at least 45 minutes per week, just 15 minutes 3 times a week, kids can find 

practice by visiting any of the sites listed below. ALSO, it’s a great idea to document practice by keeping a 

log of work.  Use the log sheet on the back!  Students could simply make their own keyboarding covers with a 

piece of tape and a sheet of paper! 

 

What happens in the fall? 5th and 6th graders will begin with a quick warm up and review to refresh 

skills for the first few visits to the lab.  Skill level assessments will then be completed in “Typing Time”.  Grade level 

objectives are to improve speed and accuracy. If goals are met, students will move on to learning new keying 

skills such as number and symbol reaches.  If goals are not met, students will return to alphabetic reach lessons 

to become more fluent.  Grade level goals & standards for assessments are: 

 

 5th grade~keying 20 or more gwam (gross words a minute) with 3 or less errors per minute 

 6th grade~keying 25 or more gwam (gross words a minute) with 3 or less errors per minute 

 

Where to go?  Visit any of the following sites or simply Google “free online keyboarding practice for kids” 

to find something preferable.  Suggested sites are: 

 

http://www.typeonline.co.uk/lesson1.html 

 

http://www.typing-lessons.org/ 

 

http://edtechideas.com/keyboarding-sites-for-kids/  

 

http://www.abcya.com/cup_stack_typing_game.htm 

 

http://www.gamequarium.com/keyboarding.htm  

 

http://www.freetypinggame.net/  

 

http://www.powertyping.com/rain.shtml 

 

http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_game

s.html 

 

http://www.freetypinggame.net/play.asp 

http://www.typingmaster.com/games/bubbleapplet.asp?

keys=abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&Submit=Start+Game 

 

http://www.jonmiles.co.uk/fingerjig.php 

 

http://www.powertyping.com/baracuda/baracuda.htm 

 

http://www.typingmaster.com/individuals/bubbles.asp 

 

 http://www.webwidesoftware.com/typing-tutor/free-

typing-test.htm 

 

http://gwydir.demon.co.uk/jo/typing/index.htm 

 

http://www.bigbrownbear.co.uk/keyboard/index.htm 

 

http://www.learn2type.com/
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EHUE Summer Keyboarding Log 

To become fluent in keyboarding you must  practice, practice, practice! 
Knowing how to efficiently keyboard with proper reaches and NOT looking is essential in today’s 

technological  world.  Keyboarding is a skill that can improve dramatically, with practice!    
  

Date Number of Minutes 

Practicing 

Website 
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Parent/Guardian 
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