
PSSG Meeting Minutes 
October 21, 2015  

 
 WELCOME  

Presidents welcomed all attendees, administration and department chairs. 
 

 THANK YOU’S 
 

 OPEN HOUSE – volunteers who sold directories – Michele English, 
Lynn West, Becky Reder 

 DIRECTORIES – Nikki Woodrow who chaired this committee  
 HOMECOMING – volunteers who served Rita’s Ice (Jodi Mann, Mary 

Haider, and Lynn West) 
 THANKS to everyone who supported our recent fundraisers and 

purchased, directories, GE gift cards, graduation banners, or 
spiritwear. 

 
 COMMITTEEE UPDATES  

 
 BLOOD DRIVE – Thank you to Chris Misback once again for chairing 

this committee, she would like to find someone to take over for her in 
the future so if you are interested in shadowing her please let her know.  
Next blood drive is November 11 

 PROM FASHION SHOW – A couple of parents have stepped up and are 
looking into possibly bringing back this event. Proceeds raised from 
this event would help offset the cost of prom.  Anyone willing to help 
please let a board member know. Yvonne Balouris has contacted two 
dress shops and looking into tuxedo shops. 

 
 FUNDRAISING  

 
 WINTER APPAREL SALE – Please watch the announcements starting 

in November for a link to order spiritwear.  Delivery will be in time for 
the holidays.  Lori Horan is handling this sale for us.   

 GRADUATION YARD SIGNS/BANNER SALE – taking orders now until 
April.  Order forms are available on the back table.  Becky Reder is 
chairing this sale.  
 

 TREASURER’S REPORT 
Jodi Mann - In the past month we donated Rita’s for Homecoming.  That was 
pretty much the extent of it.  Went over well, the kids loved it.  
  

 PSSG NAME CHANGE –  
To lesson confusion as to the meaning of PSSG versus a PTO we will now be 
Doing Business AS a PT- motion to approve was made by Jill Gruber and 
seconded by Deb Lund.  Motion passed unanimously. 

  



 GUEST SPEAKERS 
Today we have Mrs. Bowman and the department chairs from English, Math, 
Science and Social Studies to give us updates on what is going on at the high 
school 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Mrs. Bowman stated that while we have invited the department chairs from Science, 
Social Studies, English and Math there are other departments who would like to come 
and speak as well.  Those teachers want the opportunity come and let parents know 
the positive aspects for the other programs (art, PE, tech Ed)   
Currently every teacher for the high school is reviewing their course description 
starting in the next two weeks.  
Mrs. Bowman would like to work with the PTO to allow all departments the 
opportunity to talk.   
Feels that the work from the students at Pine Richland is fabulous.  Art work is 
phenomenal, Tech Ed Rooms are amazing.  Would like possibly to have a PTO meeting 
in the school and then take a tour of that department in the building. 
 
Parent questions 
How many years of a foreign language is best?  Mrs. Bowman stated that it is difficult 
to speak to the issue of how many years of language a student needs.  Typical is two 
or three years.  It is dependent on the college the student is looking to attend.  
Suggested that parents and students should get on the website for the particular 
school.  Not a graduation requirement.  Please look at program of studies – 9 elective 
credits – World Language is part of the 9.  Not sure of the exact requirements for the 
trips (if you need to be taking the course that year to go) – please e-mail Mrs. Bowman 
for further information.  Currently, foreign language teachers are talking whether 
levels are important in respect to the trips. 
 
Homecoming?  Unfortunately there is nothing specific that she is permitted to discuss.  
It is Mrs. Bowman’s number one job to keep each student safe.  No matter where she 
is or what she is doing that is her main goal.  Everyone on the Pine-Richland staff has 
that same commitment.  Mrs. Bowman asks parents for trust in doing that to the best 
of her abilities.  Coach busses will now be mandatory for prom attendance.  Wants to 
make sure that the staff is doing what they can to educate kids on smart decisions.  
Welcomes more adult presence.  In middle school kids are taught to be good 
bystanders – high school is more difficult and that is where she works hard to hold 
kids accountable and be positive leaders. 
 
Discipline code?   There is a discipline code in place – recommends parents to go and 
read the code in their parent handbook to see what is set in place.  Each kid is 
individual and many times there needs to be individual attention given.  Many grey 
areas.    Sometimes it takes things happening to fix what we do.  Never wants any child 
to ever be in harm’s way.  Many stories that have been circling about the event are 
untrue – there needs to be better communication in order to stop misconceptions.   
 
Please let us know if you have any other suggestions.   
 
 



 

PINE RICHLAND HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT CHAIRS 
 

At our request there are department heads from Math, English, Social 
Studies and Science.  You can reference the program of studies by 
following this link:  http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/5787 
 
 
 
SCIENCE 
Mrs. Kathy Thomas 
 
There are 4 typical pathways students will see while at Pine Richland (please see 
Program of Studies - http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/5787) 
Vast majority of students are taking Biology in the 9th grade followed by Chemistry 
and then Physics.  Each student must take the Biology keystone at some point – really 
want them to get that in no later than sophomore year.  There are other students who 
are taking Earth Sciences as a freshman and then Biology as a sophomore.   
As a result of our curriculum – there will be a few changes (name changes) so courses 
more closely line up across the district.  No change in the content, just the names 
which will hopefully reduce confusion.   
PR has added in a third level of biology and chemistry.  Those classes are running this 
year (Mrs. Thomas is teaching both of them) – very successful and meeting the needs 
of the students in those classes.  Goal is to meet the needs and expose the students to 
all the levels of science.   
 
If a student is on track for medical field – varies by the student – they can take AP 
Biology and Physics together.  Organic Chemistry is the hardest class in college – 
having it in high school will benefit the students.  Guidance counselors will cover all 
the options with the students.   
 
Mrs. Bowman stated that through the curriculum review they are looking at all of the 
courses and determining whether a course is an honors course.  
 
STEAM/STEM initiatives will come out of the curriculum review process – already 
beginning to exam program of studies for next school year.  Implementation might 
not take place next year – you will see changes in work in the high school starting next 
year.  Education is a living thing and keeps changing - looking for ways for the classes 
to become interdisplinary when possible. 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES  
Mr. Matthew Roberts 
 
Best thing – there is no standardized test for social studies, worst thing – there is no 
standardized test for social studies.  Discovered last year during curriculum review 
process that there was an issue with repetition issue.  There has been an adjustment 
to the curriculum and movement within the process. Found that there is currently not 
a sufficient view of America in the world.  Students are note getting close to current 
events within the academic year.  Typically students have not gotten past the Vietnam 

http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/5787
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/5787


War by the end of junior year.   District working to adjust curriculum across all schools 
in order to increase attention given current events.  Working with the K-6 and middle 
school to make sure we have resources in place.  Big change will be the 10th grade 
year.  Currently during the 10th grade year students have the choice between two 
courses – World Civ or Geography – only one semester of World History.  Students 
will now receive a full year of world history at their level.  AP courses will stay the 
same – not much adjustment there.  Senior year will stay the same (either college prep 
or advanced placement level) 
Social studies is where all other things happen.  All the social studies courses tie 
directly in with other courses within the school. 
Students are able to be engaged in social studies classes at different levels – not in all 
classes but tying information into current events is very important. 
 
ENGLISH 
Mr. John Dolphin 
 
English is relatively easy – each student needs to take 4 years within the English.  9th 
grade has two levels – 9th grade college prep and pre-AP/honors class, 10th grade is 
same, 11th grade there is a language course and an AP lit course in 12th course.  
Electives – start in the 10th grade, creative writing, theatre, journalism – in terms of 
their analytical skills kids are taking the rhetoric course  
Keystone tests for all students – literature in 10th grade now which is across the state.   
Rhetoric is through University of Pittsburgh.  All CHS courses are also through Pitt. 
Mr. Dolphin offers a Summer College Essay Workshop each year.  The PTO thanks him 
for offering the course.  This is a popular course – an evening with parents and kids.  
The students are asked to go and bring back to him during the class time a prompt 
and something that is already written.  Will sit with students for one to two hours to 
help with the essay.  A good college essay is very important – very creatively written 
to show that part of students that can’t be seen on a resume.   Students are always 
welcome to come work with him during homeroom and study hall.  All 12th grade 
teachers work with the students as an assignment.  Information will come out about 
the summer course. 
Parents were hoping for an opportunity to have more creative writing opportunities 
within the curriculum.  There is a lot of analytical writing.  Mr. Dolphin stated that he 
will bring that up at next month’s meeting the need for more creative writing.     
 
 
MATH 
Mr. Dimitri Tsambis 
 
In the Math Curriculum process the main changes are occurring in the lower levels 
(between 3rd and 8th grades).  There was a very large band of students taking 
whatever math was being offered.  By the time students get to high school they were 
not completely prepared for higher level courses.  Found there is a need for better 
acceleration at the younger years so that some cases there is movement for faster 
coverage of the curriculum. That way the students are prepared for any of the paths 
taken at the high school.  At the high school level we offer a pretty good range of levels.  
There are 4 different levels of Calculus and 3 levels of Trigonometry.  Possibility of 
adding another of level of trig.  Looking to make the middle level more rigorous - 
students don’t have to feel that they must go into honors if they are not ready.  A 



clarification for AP Calculus - BC covers two full semesters of college calculus and AB 
covers a semester and a half.  Mrs. Whalen will suggest to a student what is most 
important in regards to college. 
Curriculum changes that started in the lower grades and will be implemented in the 
high school next year. 
Keystone remediation (if a student does not pass the program) gear the students 
towards their level of remediation process.  If a student scores very low there is an 
every other day remediation math course.  There is a math help room – great resource 
for kids.  Tim Mahoney monitors completion of these courses.  Reach out to a guidance 
counselor or admin to determine the best course of action.   
Within all curriculum there is opportunity for assistance. 
If a parent has a concern they should have conversations with current teachers – 
teachers have a solid handle on where the student is and then can discuss needs and 
pathways.  Look at course description and program of studies.  Recommends that 
students who come from out of state should just take the Algebra keystone to 
determine where they are. 
 

Thank you to all the department chairs for taking time to come 
and speak. 

 

Next PTO Meeting - January 20, 2016 
2nd Annual Coffee Chat and Breakfast 

Representatives from Administration in 
attendance for an open dialogue and a casual 

atmosphere. 
  
 

 


