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We believe that Eden Hall Upper Elementary School will provide the best educational
opportunity for the students of the Pine -Richland School District. Through strong academic
programming and opportunities to experience many new educational avenues we will allow
students to explore pathways to their future. Our goal is for each student to reach proficiency
or beyond by the end of sixth grade. The school staff and community strive to work together
to maintain a warm, caring, and safe family -oriented environment for our students.

The purpose of the Student Handbook is to give school district students and their
parents/guardians an understanding of the general rules and guidelines for attending school
and for receiving an education in our schools.

In a case of confiict between a Board Policy and the provisions of this handbook, the Board
Policy most recently adopted by the Board will prevail.

Students and parents/guardians should be aware that this document is reviewed annually yet
policy adoption and revision is an ongoing process. These changes will generally supersede the
provisions found in the handbook, which will become obsolete by the newly adopted policy.

The handbook is not a contract between the school and parents/guardians or students. It ¢ an
be amended at any time at the discretion of the administration and the district. If policy

changes are enacted during the school year, the administration will communicate those

changes to students, staff, and parents/ guardians.

Please review this hamlbook carefully and contact the school office (724-443-1450) if you have
any questions.
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ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM

Art Education

Art education is taught twice in a six-day rotation. The program offers a planned
sequential curriculum in design, drawing, painting, print making, clay, crafts, and
sculpture. A certified art teacher provides students with opportunities for visual self -
expression using a wide variety of tools, materials, and techniques. Progress is
reported to parents at the end of the second and fourth r eport periods.

Computer Instruction
Technology is used as a tool to enhance and expand the learning that is occurring in

the classroom. Macintosh computers are used throughout the school. The technology
resource teacher works in conjunction with the cl assroom teachers to integrate
technology into the curriculum. Computer instruction may occur in the classroom or
one of the computer labs in the building.

Keyboarding/Word Processing

Students in grades 4 and 5 are introduced to keyboarding skills and various programs
that are integrated into the completion of classroom learning activities. Students are
expected to use touch-typing skills, formatting skills, and their knowledge of programs
in their daily work.

Lanquage Arts
The language arts program encompasses the areas of reading, writing, language,

spelling, and speaking. Students are involved in activities that are designed to help
them explore their interests, share their experiences, and develop a lifelong love of
reading. Instruction includes, but is not limited to, development of phonetic skills,
phonemic awareness, word attack skills, vocabulary fluency skills, comprehension skills,
writing process skills, and research.

Library
Children at all grade levels are provided an opportunity to obtai n books from the Library

each week. Students in grades 4 and 5 receive a regularly scheduled class in the
Library taught by the school librarian. The Library program provides children with
experiences with all forms of literature and basic library skills. Children are instructed
in forms of research including information retrieval. The school Library has a
computerized circulation system, computerized card catalog, and Internet access.



Mathematics

The math program is designed to help prepare student s t o meet tomorrowds

The program is sequential and in clearly defined strands. A major emphasis of the
program is to help students become effective problem-solvers not just in the classroom,
but also in their everyday lives. Enrichment math opportunities are available to any
student showing a higher aptitude with mathematical concepts. A student is evaluated
for enrichment math using teacher recommendation, standardized test scores, and
classroom grades and participation. %

Physical Educatio n/Health Education jﬂ/\
Children participate in Physical EducatioriHealth class three days in a six-day rotation.

The program encourages involvement in various sports, and learning skills that can
promote a physical life style. The health program is designed to motivate students to
build healthy life styles. Selected topics include nutrition, discrimination between
helpful and harmful drugs, and the human body. Physical Education is integrated within
the curriculum and supplemented with a daily outdoor recess (weather permitting).

Science

The Science curriculum exposes students to a wide range of topics in the areas of earth

and space science, life science, and physical science. Students are presented with

opportunities to develop the skills needed to understand how science works, learn new
concepts, solve problems, and make decisions
grade level also investigates concepts and scientific phenomena by using concrete

ASSET (Allegheny Schoa Science Education & Technology) handson materials. The

health program is designed to motivate students to build healthy life styles. Selected

topics include nutrition, discrimination between helpful and harmful drugs, and the

human body.

Social Studies

The social studies program is sequenced to build on major skills and understandings
that the students have. It focuses on people, places, and time. Major understandings
are developed in the areas of geography, history, civics and government, economics,
and culture. Map, chart and graph skills as well as citizenship skills are emphasized at
each level. Major focus is placed on specific topics each year: Grade 4 focuses on
Pennsylvania, Grade 5 on U.S. History, and Grade 6 on Ancient Civilizaons.

Vocal Music Instruction

All students receive music instruction. Students are taught by a music specialist two
days in a six-day rotation for a 35-minute period. The music program provides students
with musical knowledge along with habit s and experiences, which will become an
integral part of their adult lives.




World Language
Grade 6 students are introduced to a variety of world languages in the Introduction to

World Languages course. Students explore the origin of the English language through a
discussion of Latin and Greek. The modern languages of French, German, Russian, and
Spanish are introduced with a focus on the spoken language.

ACCIDENT INSURANCE

The school district does not provide accident coverage for accidents, that occur to
students at school through no fault of the school. The Pine -Richland School District
authorizes the sale of accident insurance to students enrolled in our school. This
insurance is offered as a public service, and participation is voluntary. Information
pertaining to this insurance is sent home with each student during the first week of
school. Applications for insurance are to be completed by the parents and submitted to
the school secretary by mid-September.

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL

All children are encouraged to use the school bus transportation provided by the school
district. If your child needs to be driven by car for a special reason, he/she should not
be dropped off prior to 8:05 a.m. Car traffic is not permitted in the Bus Drop -off Zone.
Any student dropped off after 8:20 a.m. must gain access through the secured front
doors and receive a tardy pass. Students arriving as car riders to Eden Hall should
enter the property from the main intersection of Bakerstown Road and Meridian Road
and follow the drop -off area signs posed to the left of the school. Car riders should not
enter from Ridge Road. This entrance is for buses only.

ASSEMBLIES

The PTO sponsors assemblies of an entertainment or educational nature with a focus of
promoting student learning experiences. Assemblies are selected by the PTO and the
school staff. Parents are welcome to attend the assemblies.

ATTENDANCE/TARDINESS

Regular school attendance is essential to student success. Personal illness, family
illness, death in the family, and religious holidays are accepted excuses for absence.
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When students return to school after any absence, they must bring a written excuse
signed by their parent or guardian stating the date(s) absent and reason for absence.
Students are expected to arrive at school on time each day. Being tardy means arriving
any time after the tardy bell (8:20 a.m.). After that time, the student must report to

the school office immediately upon entering the building. A valid written excuse signed
by the parent/guardian is required.

BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES

We believe in a positive approach to student behavior. Self-control, considerate
behavior, and thoughtful decision-making are traits encouraged at each elementary
building. Specific discipline strategies are outlined in the Pine-Richland School District
Discipline Code. The staff at the elementary schools expects all students will:

~~Be respectful ~~Be responsible ~~Be kind ~~Be the best that they can be.

BUS CONDUCT

Safety, Respect and Courtesyi three concerns we need to pay attention to as school
bus riders and as parents of school bus riders. The Pine-Richland School District
believes that courteous and respectful behavior can go a long way toward insuring a
safe and pleasant school bus ride for all students.

During a bus ride, a student is expected to show courtesy and respect by:
Staying seated at all times
Speak respectfully to other students
Keep your hands to yourself at all times
Use a proper indoor voice when talking
Not standing to exit the bus until the bus has come to a complete stop
Not bringing animals onto the school bus
Not scuffling, shoving, or engaging in horseplay
Not shouting or using obscene, vulgar, unacceptable, or threatening
language inside the bus
Not sticking oneds head, ar ms, hands, or
Speaking respectfully to the bus driver
Not damaging the bus in any way
Not damaging othersd personal property
Not using drugs, tobacco, or alcohol
Not bringing weapons onto the bus
Not eating, drinking, or chewing gum on the bus

Students who do not follow this code of conduct may be suspended from the bus.
Please refer to the Pine-Richland School District Discipline Code for additional
information.



