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• Risk-Free Trial Periods
• Over 10 Major Hearing Aid Brands
• Advanced Digital Technology
• Tinnitus Therapy 
• Real Ear Hearing Aid Verification
• LIFETIME FREE CLEANINGS

• Interest-Free Financing
• Senior Citizen Discounts
• Repair & Service All Makes
• Approved Insurance Providers
• LIFETIME FREE BATTERIES*

Most Insurances Accepted

*Some exclusions may apply.

5 Convenient Locations | Serving Pittsburgh for Over 60 Years!

 Dr. Lori A. Howard Dr. Laura Di Pasquale-Gregory
 Board Certified  Board Certified
 Doctor of Audiology Doctor of Audiology

Pittsburgh Audiology
& Hearing Aid Center, Inc.

Doctors of Audiology

724.934.8744  
www.pghaudiology.com

Wexford
9500 Brooktree Rd.

Suite 301
Wexford, PA 15090

NOW INTRODUCING A NEW HEARING AID  
LEASING PROGRAM AS LOW AS $99/MONTH

INFO@DRAGUNS.COM

2458 Rochester Road, Franklin Park, PA 15143    412-635-8441    www.draguns.com

RETAINING WALLS  
& PAVERS

*Offer expires 9/30/2022 *Valid on retail sales only 
Not valid with previous offer or other coupons.

*Offer expires 9/30/2022 *Valid on retail sales only 
Not valid with previous offer or other coupons.

$3 OFF*
Per yard of mulch

$FREE Delivery*
Mulch - 12 yards or more

**Call for delivery area**

DELIVERY OR PICK-UP
MULCH, GRAVELS, LIMESTONE, 
TOPSOIL, NATURAL STONE, 
MUSHROOM MANURE, SEED, 
FIREPITS, LIGHTSCAPES AND MORE.

OR

World of Stone

Providence Heights Alpha School is founded and sponsored by the Sisters of Divine Providence

Providence Heights Alpha School 
is a private, independent Catholic 
school that provides students of all 
faiths with a strong academic 
foundation in an environment 
that fosters compassion and 
inspires our students to be leaders 
within the community.
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FOR APPOINTMENTS, CALL (412) DOCTORS OR VISIT AHN.ORG/WEXFORD.

ACCORDING TO THE CDC’S MOST RECENT STATISTICS, 
AORTIC ANEURYSMS WERE THE MAIN CAUSE OF NEARLY

10,000 DEATHS
IN THE UNITED STATES IN 2018.

Her out-of-control blood 
pressure helped save her life.
Jennifer Callihan had no idea she had an aortic aneurysm. 
Let alone that it measured 4.8 centimeters. It was discovered 
when she was in recovery from knee surgery and experiencing 
a dangerously wide di� erence between her systolic and diastolic 
blood pressure levels. She had a history of high blood pressure, 
but had been managing it so well with diet and exercise that 
she’d stopped taking her blood pressure medication. This was 
something new altogether. So she had an echocardiogram, 
indicating a leaky heart valve, and a CT angiogram, which 
showed an enlargement in her aorta. That’s when she went 
to see Dr. David Buchanan at Wexford.

“The fi rst thing I did was order a cardiac MRI to better evaluate 
the anatomy of her heart,” said Dr. Buchanan. “We were 
concerned it might be a congenital valve problem. Fortunately, 
we found that wasn’t the case, which allowed us to focus on 
getting her blood pressure under control.” Dr. Buchanan also 
performed a transesophageal echocardiogram (TEE), which 
provides highly detailed images of the heart and its internal 
structures. “It’s a procedure we do here that lets us quantify the 
degree of aortic valve regurgitation, or leakage, and determine 
how well her heart is pumping.” 

He put Jennifer on multiple medications, including a beta blocker, 
and they discussed lifestyle changes such as reducing salt and 
upping exercise. “Dr. Buchanan was very helpful,” Jennifer said. 
“He took extra time to walk me through everything, answering 
all my questions as realistically as possible, telling me about 
what could be going on and the testing we needed to do to 
fi gure things out.”

Dr. Buchanan also referred her to Dr. Masaki Tsukashita, 
a cardiac surgeon at AHN’s Aortic Disease Clinic. The plan 
for now is watchful waiting and monitoring the size of her 
aortic aneurysm and severity of the valve leak with yearly 
CT angiogram and echocardiograms, and regular exams with 
both doctors. In the meantime, Jennifer follows Dr. Buchanan’s 
recommendations to a tee — monitoring her blood pressure twice 
a day at home, keeping a journal of her numbers, adhering to 
a low-sodium diet, and not lifting anything over 40 pounds. 
“I’m doing everything I can to stay ahead of it and prevent 
it from getting worse,” she said. Jennifer had her choice of 
cardiologists, but she’s glad she went with AHN. “The medical 
equipment is top of the line, as are the testing capabilities,” 
she said. “I feel like they’ll defi nitely be able to address my 
needs moving forward. Everyone does such a nice job.”

Cardiovascular Institute at Wexford:

A vital part of the Allegheny 
Health Network.
As regional leaders in heart disease diagnoses and treatments 
for patients with routine to complex heart problems, our team 
of physicians, specialists, and surgeons focus on providing expert 
care for conditions like heart attack and heart failure, as well 
as preventive medicine to keep your heart healthy.

Services at Wexford include:

•  Non-invasive cardiac testing and monitoring using 
the latest diagnostic imaging technology.

•  Vascular procedures to open arteries, remove clots, and 
treat aneurysms.

•  Cardiac catheterization lab for minimally invasive procedures 
to remove blockages when needed.

•  State-of-the-art hybrid operating room with testing and 
surgery happening in one place.

A family history of aneurysm may increase your risk for 
developing one. Other risk factors include high blood 
pressure, high cholesterol, and tobacco use.* If you think 
you may be at risk, talk to your doctor.

Saving lives, 
empowering patients.

Dr. David Buchanan developed a passion for cardiology early 
in his training. “It’s a fi eld that’s always changing,” he said. 

“Advances in technologies and medicines are exciting. 
Especially when they save people’s lives.” 

But equally important is educating people on the things they can 
do on their own. “Like adhering to a regular exercise routine. 
Eating a heart-healthy diet. Managing their weight,” he said. 

“Especially for those who may not have an issue now, but may 
have familial risk factors. The goal is to prevent a cardiac 

event from ever occurring.”

Above all, he’s thrilled to be part of AHN’s Cardiovascular Institute 
at Wexford. “We’re giving people options for advanced cardiac 
care north of the city,” he said. “Our team has been assembled 

from among the best in the nation. We have all the advanced 
capabilities, expertise, and technology right here.” 

DAVID BUCHANAN, DO
CARDIOLOGY

Source: The American Heart Association 
heart.org/en/health-topics/aortic-aneurysm/your-aorta-the-pulse-of-life

*Source: The American Heart Association 
heart.org/en/health-topics/aortic-aneurysm/your-aorta-the-pulse-of-life
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With emergency department wait times averaging just two minutes, and with easy online check-in  
and pediatric capabilities, you and your family can get seen and treated as soon as possible. 

12351 Perry Highway (Rt. 19), Wexford, PA

2-minute average ER wait.*

* Claim based on average recorded time between triage  
and exam room during the period 1/1/2022 to 3/31/2022.

SCAN THIS CODE AND COMPLETE  
A SHORT SURVEY. YOU COULD  
WIN A $100 AMAZON GIFT CARD.
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sponsored content
Industry Insights
 11 Financial Focus: Edward Jones - Matt Dudkowski
 21 Your Hearing: Swift Audiology
 31 Home Inspection: a Harmony Home Inspection, LLC

Business Spotlights
 32 Achieve Realty, Inc. – Julie Snider
 35 Lutheran SeniorLife
 39  AguaVivir

departments
 6 From the CEO
 8 IN the Loop: What’s News in
  Pine-Richland
 10 IN Good Taste: Scott Sloan, Executive Chef,
  Rail House Restaurant at Zone 28
 12 IN Events: Pine-Richland High School 
  Presents ‘Shrek the Musical’
 36 Pine-Richland School District News
 38 Northern Tier Library Events
  and Programs
 40 IN the Burgh: Take a Trip to the Strip

IN Community is a publication dedicated to 
representing, encouraging and promoting 
the Pine-Richland area and its comprising 
municipalities by focusing on the talents 
and gifts of the people who live and work 
here. Our goal is to provide readers with 
the most informative and professional 
regional publication in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania.

on the cover 
Pine-Richland High School performed ‘Shrek the 
Musical’ March 10-19. See story and photos on  
page 12. Photos by Primetime Shots.

14 To Market, To Market
 Wagner’s Market, a local family-owned business, 

has survived the Great Depression, the big-box store 
boom of the ‘80s and a global pandemic. Now, 
a new generation of Wagners are making sure 
this small-town grocer doesn’t disappear from the 
community.

16 The Grape Escape
 Western Pennsylvania may not be the first place that 

comes to mind when thinking about wine. But you 
may be surprised to know our region is a treasure 
trove of hidden-gem wineries just a short drive 
from home.

22 Hot Fun in the Summertime!
 Make the most of summertime with our list of 30 

summer activities for the entire family. Try a few 
(or all)—maybe they’ll become your new summer 
standards.

26 Special Section: Real Estate
 No Place Like Home
 Whether you’re buying or selling this year, here’s 

what you need to know.
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WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you know someone in your community who is making a difference or has done something 
extraordinary, let us know! We’re also looking for interesting story ideas (little-known facts, history or 
other news) within your community. If you have suggestions, email us at editors@icmags.com.

Follow us on Facebook for a calendar of events in your 
community as well as featured stories on extraordinary 
people and places!

POST YOUR EVENT ON OUR FB CALENDAR!  

CONNECT 
WITH US! 

/ ICMags
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Please recycle this magazine when you 
are through enjoying it.

TO ADVERTISE
As the largest magazine publisher in Western 
Pennsylvania, IN Community Magazines are direct 
mailed to 2 million households and businesses in more 
than 250 communities. If you’d like to partner with us, 
please contact Leo Vighetti at ads@icmags.com.

Welcome to the summer issue of IN Pine-
Richland magazine.

If you’re looking for a quiet getaway close to 
home, be sure to read “The Grape Escape” in this 
issue. Western Pennsylvania may not be the first 
place that comes to mind when thinking about 
wine. But you may be surprised to know our region 
is a treasure trove of hidden-gem wineries just a 
short drive from home. We’ve listed some of the 
most interesting and varied vineyards, with a little 
about their history and their wine.

Back by popular demand is our Summer Fun Guide with dozens of fun events 
for the entire family to enjoy.

This summer, while we are trying to stay cool, there’s no doubt the housing 
market remains red hot. Don’t miss our Special Real Estate Section for timely 
advice on buying or selling your home.

Wishing you a safe and happy summer!

Wayne C. Dollard
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We’re looking to publish your best 
neighborhood and community photos 
from your Instagram, iPhone or 
camera! Please email your photos to 
editors@icmags.com. 

*To be considered for publication, all high-quality photos 
must be original size, digital format (1MB or larger) and 
highest resolution possible, 300 dpi preferred. Please put 
“Pine-Richland Photo” in the subject line of the email.

SEND US
YOUR PHOTOS!



When you need an expert to provide compassionate care, peace of mind and  
uplifted spirits, Anthology of McCandless is the best move you can make. 

VISIT TODAY / CALL 412-618-4742 

RIGHT TIME, RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT MOVE

Caring for a Loved One?

ANTHOLOGY OF MCCANDLESS 
Personal Care / Memory Care

8651 Carey Lane  / Pittsburgh, PA 
AnthologyMcCandless.com

CONTINUE YOUR LIFE STORY WITH US 

Junior Team Golf Program
Ages 7 & Up
Sign Up Today: jrteamgolf.com

2200 Reis Run Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Seniors 62 & Older  - Juniors 17 & Under

Gift Cards Available

Tee Times Highly Recommended
412-364-2447

www.cloverhillgolf.com

Adult Season Passes $450
Senior Season Passes $400
Junior Season Passes $300
Regular Adult Weekend $15
Regular Adult Weekdays $14
Junior & Seniors Everyday $12

Clover Hill Golf Course 
A Challenging 9 Hole Golf Course In Franklin Park

Just minutes from Pittsburgh & Cranberry
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WHAT’S NEWS IN PINE-RICHLAND

NORTH HILLS CHORALE 
UPCOMING CONCERTS

The North Hills Chorale will present 
two concerts entitled “Sounds of 
Sondheim: A Tribute Concert.” Dates 
and locations are Saturday, May 14, at 
7 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Bakerstown, 5825 Heckert Road, and 
Sunday, May 15, at 3 p.m. at Memorial 
Park Church, 8800 Peebles Road, Allison 
Park. Free-will offerings are accepted. Visit 
nhchorale.com.

JUMP-START YOUR 
GARDEN AT THE 
SHALER PLANT SALE 

Time to trade your winter gloves for 
your gardening gloves, and spruce up 
your garden at the Shaler Garden Club’s 
68th annual plant sale! The sale will be 
held Saturday, May 7, from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the Kiwanis Park on Wetzel Road, 
Glenshaw. 

Hardy perennials from members’ 
gardens will be offered at bargain prices, 
along with herbs, vegetables, houseplants, 
potted arrangements and bulbs. A 
fabulous basket auction will add to the 
festivities. The event happens rain or 
shine, and proceeds benefit community 
projects and philanthropic donations 
of the Shaler Garden Club. For more 
information or any updates on the event, 
go to shalergardenclub.com.

THE SEWICKLEY 
GARDEN TOUR

Join in touring five beautiful private 
gardens in the Sewickley area, including 
the grounds of the spectacular Wilpen Hall 
Estate, on June 17 from 5:30 until 9 p.m. 
and June 18 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

Complimentary wine and hors d’oeuvres 
sampling will be at each garden on Friday 
evening. Tickets are $45 and may be 
purchased at sewickleygardens.com. All  
proceeds benefit the Broad Street Flower  
Project and other beautification and  
sustainability projects in the Sewickley area. 

PITTSBURGH  
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
ANNOUNCES 2022-2023  
SEASON 

Music Director Manfred Honeck, 
Principal Pops Conductor Byron 
Stripling and President and CEO Melia 
Tourangeau recently announced the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s 2022-
2023 season—the 127th in the orchestra’s 
storied history. 

The season will feature more than 30 
diverse classical and popular concert 
programs with exceptional guest artists, 
the debut of a new Steinway concert grand 
piano, dozens of new voices represented 
in debuts, commissions and premieres, 
and a special focus on Pittsburgh artistic 
connections. Subscriptions to BNY 
Mellon Grand Classics and PNC Pops 
concerts are available. 

“We are so thrilled to be able to share 
such an exciting season for 2022-2023 that 
brings together some of the most creative, 
relevant, and outstanding composers 
and performers today. Together with the 
brilliance of the Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra musicians, Music Director 
Manfred Honeck, and Principal Pops 
Conductor Byron Stripling, we look 
forward to presenting a deeply moving 
and memorable season of live concerts,” 
says Tourangeau. 

“When you add the debut of the long-
awaited new Steinway grand concert 
piano, special projects and collaborations, 
it’s going to be an incredible season for 
everyone.” 

The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s 
2022-2023 BNY Mellon Grand Classics 
series will be the 15th under the direction 
of Honeck, who recently extended his 
contract through 2027. Throughout the 
season, he will lead 10 wide-ranging 
programs on the BNY Mellon Grand 
Classics subscription series, collaborating 
with many of the world’s leading classical 
musicians. Honeck will also conduct three 
special concerts: the annual gala, which 
will feature violin virtuoso Joshua Bell; 
the return of Handel’s Messiah; and an 
evening with superstar pianist Lang Lang, 
who will play Saint-Saëns’ Second Piano 
Concerto. 

The upcoming season continues the 
Pittsburgh Symphony’s tradition of 
introducing to the Pittsburgh community 
many exciting artists and new works, 
including three world premieres, one 
U.S. premiere, 12 Pittsburgh premieres 
(including 10 by living composers, and 
a co-commission) and 15 outstanding 
soloists and conductors performing with 
the orchestra in their debuts at Heinz Hall. 

“Music is the best language in the 
world—and one that we all speak and 
love. It is incredibly beautiful to witness 
the happiness of both our musicians and 
patrons at Heinz Hall, feeling like they 
have truly experienced something special 
together. I look forward not only to new 
pieces and new voices never heard before 
on the Heinz Hall stage, but to rediscover 
favorites that are so compelling. We are 
tremendously excited to continue bringing 
these powerful experiences to our beloved 
audiences next season,” says Honeck. 

The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s 
2022-2023 popular programming season 
will be the third under the direction 
of Stripling, who opens the PNC Pops 
subscription series on Sept. 30 with the 
“Sounds of New Orleans” and will lead 
two additional concerts. The Pittsburgh 
Symphony will welcome soloists who 
are bright stars of the stage, crossing 
genres as diverse as rock ‘n’ roll, doo wop, 
and Broadway, and outstanding guest 
conductors who traverse the music worlds 
of ABBA, John Williams, musicals, and 
holiday favorites. 
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“Music is the ultimate healer, rushing in to sweep away the dust of life, capable of 
initiating and facilitating change,” says Stripling. “When I think about next season, I 
think about this superpower that music has to act its magic on us, to bring us together, to 
bring new levels of joy and fulfillment, and I can’t wait to share it with our community.”  n

Leonard Cyterski DMD, MS

412-492-8700
4485 William Flinn Highway, Allison Park

Board Certified
Straight Teeth & Beautiful Smiles

www.cyterskiorthodontics.com

In-Office clear aligners/Invisalign 
treatment options!!!

Clear Braces / 
Invisalign 
Available
Day-Evening & 
Saturday Hours
Adults and 
Children
Affordable 
Payment Plans
Most Insurance 
Accepted

This is to certify that 

Leonard M. Cyterski,
DMD

Has been chosen by his peers 
to be included in the field of

Orthodontics
As featured in

TELL US ABOUT YOUR 

HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETE!HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETE!
We are looking to profile students who are excelling 

in a particular high school sport. Please email 
editors@icmags.com. To be considered, the 
email subject line must say HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETE FOR (NAME OF HIGH 
SCHOOL) and you must submit a hi-res 
(300 dpi, at least 1MB) photo of your child 
in uniform attached to the email. Please 
include your child’s name, grade, and a 
brief description of accomplishments along 
with your email address and phone number.

A/C System Check

Call for Details

Save your CASH 
for VACATION!

FINANCING AVAILABLE

$$9999
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Scott Sloan, Executive Chef,  
Rail House Restaurant at Zone 28
Rail House Restaurant at Zone 28
2525 Freeport Road, Harmarville; 
412.828.1100, zone28.com

On the Menu:
The classic, family-style fare ranges from 
entrees such as Strawberry Balsamic 
Glazed Salmon, Fish ‘n Chips, BBQ Ribs 
and Chicken Parmesan to the Pittsburgh 
Zone Salad with a choice of chicken or 
shrimp. “Zonewiches” are served on Sicil-
ian focaccia flatbread and include Brisket 
and Cheddar, Pulled Pork, Pastrami or 
Italian. Traditional sandwiches, wraps and 
burgers, such as the Southwest Burger, 
are served with a side of fries. Pizzas rise 
fresh with signature dough, from White 
Pizza to the Meatzone Pizza with layers of 
pepperoni, sausage, bacon and capicola. 
Sides, appetizers, desserts, and wine and 
spirits round out the robust menu.

Describe Rail House 
Restaurant at Zone 28.
It’s called Rail House because of 
the railroad crossing at Freeport 

Road. When the train comes, our indoor lights 
flash like an actual railroad crossing and every 
hour the train comes through. I came to work 
here almost three years ago. I have an extensive 
background and have been cooking for 40 
years. I earned my culinary degree from CCAC 
and there were only 25 apprentices chosen out 
of 4,000 across the state and I was one of them. 
I had to complete 6,000 hours—that’s three 
years of 40-hour weeks. I worked under my 
mentor Chef Dominic More’ who was the chef 
for the Italian embassy.

What’s Rail House Restaurant’s best-
kept secret?
Everything is homemade! I make my own 
fresh stuffed hot peppers and pizza dough; 
and our crab cakes are made to order. I make 

INGOOD TASTE Candid conversations with the dining scene’s most engaging chefs

homemade Italian wedding soup and chili up 
to an Ahi tuna wrap and a veggie wrap. I make 
the menu and it changes seasonally to mix it up, 
so it doesn’t go stale. Another thing we have is 
wine, 90-plus bottles of beer and 28 draft beers.

What is your favorite dish at Rail House 
Restaurant?
Lobster Ravioli. I also like the Chicken 
Romano in egg batter, but before I soak it in the 
batter, I first have to pound the chicken to make 
it nice and tender.

What is your favorite quick meal to 
prepare at home?
I make a tuna casserole with mushroom soup 
and peas topped with Romano cheese and 
breadcrumbs.

What is your go-to ingredient?
Garlic. I grow my own. I like it roasted because 
if you don’t brown it there’s no point to 
eating it.

What kitchen tool can’t you live without?
A chef ’s knife. Without that I can’t 
cook anything.

What advice can you share 
with a novice?
When you’re sautéing, make sure the oil is hot 
because you don’t want your chicken or meat 
to soak in cold oil.

What’s the next big food or dining trend?
There’s still a focus on whole ingredients that 
continue to find their way into dishes. Mint, 
rosemary, basil and extra virgin olive oil are all 
prime right now.  n

—Reese Randall

Scott Sloan, Executive Chef, Rail House Restaurant at 
Zone 28.

Southwest Burger topped with guacamole, seasoned tortilla strips, pepper jack cheese, lettuce, 
tomato and onion.
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Matt Dudkowski has been a financial advisor with Edward Jones since 2002, serving individual investors in 
the Pittsburgh area from his Shaler Township office. In January of 2015, Dudkowski accepted an invitation 
to become a limited partner with the firm.

Since joining Edward Jones, Dudkowski has obtained the professional designation of AAMS®. Prior to Edward Jones, Dudkowski, 
as a CPA, worked at the H.J. Heinz Company, and at Ernst & Young LLP. He currently serves on the board of directors for Keystone 
Wellness Programs, a local nonprofit organization.

A native of Butler County and a graduate of the University 
of Notre Dame, Dudkowski resides in Gibsonia with his wife,
two sons and daughter.

Matt Dudkowski, AAMS® | Financial Advisor | 1007 Mt. Royal Blvd. Pittsburgh, PA 15223 | 412.487.3300
matt.dudkowski@edwardjones.com | www.edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

A
s an investor, you can easily feel frustrated to see 
short-term drops in your investment statements. But 
while you cannot control the market, you may find it 
helpful to review the factors you can control. 

Many forces affect the financial markets, 
including geopolitical events, corporate profits and interest 
rate movements – forces beyond the control of most individual 
investors. 

In any case, it’s important to focus on the things you can 
control, such as these:

• Your ability to define your goals – One area in which you have 
total control is your ability to define your goals. Like most people, 
you probably have short-term goals – such as saving for a new car 
or a dream vacation – and long-term ones, such as a comfortable 
retirement. Once you identify your goals and estimate how much 
they will cost, you can create an investment strategy to help 
achieve them. Over time, some of your personal circumstances 
will likely change, so you’ll want to review your time horizon and 
risk tolerance on a regular basis, adjusting your strategy when 
appropriate. And the same is true for your goals – they may 
evolve over time, requiring new responses from you in how you 
invest. 

• Your response to market downturns – When the market 
drops and the value of your investments declines, you might be 
tempted to take immediate action in an effort to stop the losses. 
This is understandable – after all, your investment results can 
have a big impact on your future. However, acting hastily could 
work against you – for example, you could sell investments that 
still have solid fundamentals and are still appropriate for your 

needs. If you can avoid decisions based on short-term events, you 
may help yourself in the long run.

• Your commitment to investing – The financial markets are 
almost always in flux, and their movements are hard to predict. If 
you can continue investing in all markets – good, bad or sideways 
– you will likely make much better progress toward your goals 
than if you periodically were to take a “time out.” Many people 
head to the investment sidelines when the market tumbles, only 
to miss out on the beginnings of the next rally. And by steadily 
investing, you will increase the number of shares you own in your 
investments – and the larger your ownership stake, the greater 
your opportunities for building wealth. 

• Your portfolio’s level of diversification – While diversification 
itself can’t guarantee profits or protect against all losses, it can 
help greatly reduce the impact of market volatility on your 
portfolio. Just how you diversify your investments depends 
on several factors, but the general principle of maintaining a 
diversified portfolio should govern your approach to investing. 
It’s a good idea to periodically review your portfolio to ensure it’s 
still properly diversified. 

The world will always be filled with unpredictable, uncontrollable 
events, and many of them will affect the financial markets to 
one degree or another. But within your own investment world, 
you always have a great deal of control – and with it, you have 
the power to keep moving toward all your important financial 
objectives. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

WHAT INVESTORS
CAN – AND CAN’T – 

CONTROL
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INEVENTS

PINE-RICHLAND HIGH 
SCHOOL PRESENTS  
‘SHREK THE MUSICAL’

Pine-Richland High School presented 
“Shrek the Musical” as this year’s spring show, 
March 10-12 and March 18-19. Based on the 
Dreamworks movie, audiences enjoyed this 
hilarious stage show as they were swept away 
into a familiar tale about an ogre named Shrek 
whose precious solitude is suddenly shattered 
by an invasion of fairy tale characters.

PHOTOS BY PRIMETIME SHOTS
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T
he story of Wagner’s began in 
1929, when 19-year-old George 
Wagner decided to open a 
small butcher shop located in 
Bakerstown. Starting a business 
at any age is a daunting prospect 
and especially during the Great 

Depression. Perhaps his youth worked to his 
advantage as he didn’t think about all the bad 
things that could possibly happen. Instead, he 
just got to work.

From his shop, George operated a pedal-
powered truck, delivering eggs, meat and butter 
to his neighbors in the community. In those 
days, many people could not afford a car, so 

deliveries were important for families to get 
their groceries for the week.

George had two sons, Joel and Wayne, who 
grew up in the store and started working there 
in the mid-1970s. Eventually it was their turn 
to mind the store and take the reins. Wagner’s 
continued to thrive under their leadership, and 
they took great pride in the homemade soups, 
salads and fresh-cut meats.

In 1984, Fred Rogers, television host and 
creator of “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood,” 
noticed that Wagner’s was the epitome of the 
friendly, local grocery store, and he wanted to 
portray it in an episode of the show. 

Wagner’s Market, a local family-owned business, has survived the Great Depression, the  
big-box store boom of the ‘80s and a global pandemic. Now, a new generation of Wagners  

are making sure this small-town grocer doesn’t disappear from the community.

To Market, To Market

BY PAMELA PALONGUE

George Wagner
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Joel says, “Fred Rogers was a wonderful man.” Wayne echoes 
this sentiment: “He was exactly the way he was on the TV show.” 
The producers staged a visit to the store, where Mister Rogers 
“shopped” for groceries and then went to the checkout counter. 
When he started to pay for the groceries on camera, however, he 
realized he didn’t have any cash in his pockets! So someone on 
the crew had to give him some money, and the scene was reshot.

Joel adds, “Many of our family members were in that show 
and Wagner’s will always be a part of the beloved children’s 
television show.”

Eventually, the Bakerstown location closed in 1996, and the 
brothers focused on their new location in Hampton. Joel and 
Wayne continued to run the store until their retirement.

Wayne says, “My father envisioned a community store. 
It was just a joy to be a part of the neighborhood, watching 
families come in and shop with their children, and then seeing 
those children grow up and work in the store. My children all 
worked there. It was great for me because I got to spend the whole 
day with my kids.”

In July 2021, Joel’s son Dan and Wayne’s son Luke decided to 
buy the store and continue the family business.

Luke had worked in IT, but grew up working at Wagner’s, 
stocking shelves at the age of 11 and working as a cashier at 13. 
Even when he attended college at Duquesne University and 
played on the hockey team, he still found time to 
work a few nights a week at the store. It was full 
of great memories for him.

“It’s the best place ever—it’s my favorite place in the world,” he 
says. “To be honest, it would’ve killed me to drive past the store 
and see someone else’s name on it. It was an easy decision for me.”

Dan was successfully working in the financial field as a treasury 
officer. “I was 37 and wanted to go in a different direction in my 
life. It was a chance to serve the community and continue the 
family business,” he explains. “We have a wonderful staff. It’s great 
to be able to work with them. The way I see it, there’s the store, 
the employees and the community—you need all three to make 
it work.”  

 The latest generation of Wagners plan to keep the store the 
same for the most part. There will be some changes, such as 
updating the frozen foods section. And, since people are not 
cooking as much, there is a greater need for ready meals. But they 
will continue to have a wide selection of fresh fruits, vegetables 
and meats. Another change is that the store will now sell beer and 
wine. This will hopefully be more convenient for customers.

Dan says they’re always hiring, and they hire local people, 
which helps give jobs to those in the area. Big-box stores 
sometimes make decisions based on financial considerations and 
may leave an area if it’s not economically beneficial for them. But 
the small businesses stay in the community. George Wagner’s 
slogan was, “Shop with your friends and neighbors at Wagner’s 
Market.” It’s clear that his lessons have not been lost on his 
children and grandchildren.

For more information, visit wagnersmarket.com.  n

Pictured (l to r): Joel, Dan, Luke and Wayne Wagner.
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The 
Grape 
Escape

I
f you’re itching for a quiet 

getaway close to home, check out 

these local vineyards to sit back, 

relax, and sip on some local wine.

Western Pennsylvania may not 

be the first place that comes to 

mind when thinking about wine. 

But you may be surprised to know 

our region is a treasure trove of 

hidden-gem wineries just a short 

drive from home. We’ve listed some 

of the most interesting and varied 

vineyards, with a little about their 

history and their wine. Cheers!  

BY PAMELA PALONGUE

Christian W. Klay WineryChristian W. Klay Winery
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NORTH
 

NARCISI WINERY, Gibsonia   
This family-owned and operated winery 

has its roots in 1911 when brothers 
Raphael, Giovanni and Gabriele Narcisi 
immigrated to America from Guilianova, 
Italia. They brought their knowledge of 
winemaking with them—a tradition that 
has continued with their descendants. 
A true destination, Narcisi Winery has 
a restaurant, offers tours and has private 
tastings and events. It continues to 
innovate with its winemaking process, 
offering a Chardonnay that is not oak-
aged, which helps to retain the fruit 
characteristics of the grape variety, and 
a dry red and blush wine blend called 
Granato that starts with a sweet note 
and evolves into a tart finish. Narcisi has 
classics such as Cabernet, Riesling and 
Pinot Grigio, with 23 offerings in all. For 
more information, visit narcisiwinery.com. 

LONG RUN WINERY, Slippery Rock 
After making their own wines for 

years, this couple decided to go public 
with their winemaking skills in 2017. 
They purchased 13 acres and planted 
their vineyard in Slippery Rock. Its name 
derives from a small stream north of the 
property called Long Run, but also the 
owners’ love of the sport of running. The 
winery’s collection is named in line with 
that theme—Endurance, Marathon, Night 
Run, Easy Run, Pace and Relay. Long Run 
specializes in small-barrel vintages of red, 
white and specialty wines. Tastings can be 
arranged for small groups prior to a visit. 
For one of the most popular wines, try 
Easy Run, a sweet Fredonia for a relaxing 
glass of enjoyment. For more information, 
visit longrunwines.com.

STARR HILL VINEYARD & WINERY, 
Curwensville

Ken Starr learned winemaking from 
his father’s side of the family but was able 
to get a firsthand look at German-style 
winemaking while stationed in Europe 
in the 1960s. Though he made wines on 
his own for many years, he purchased 
land in 1994, and by 1998 had more than 
3,000 thriving vines of Concord, Niagara, 
Traminette, Foch and Leon Millot. 
Though he built a winery in 1998, he did 
not go commercial until 2005. Starr Hill 
now produces 40 varieties of handcrafted 
wines. One of his best sellers is Amore—a 
sweet wine with a raspberry and peach 
combination. Another is Guilty Pleasure, 
a sweet blend of raspberry wine with a 
white chocolate finish that won the 2015 
Governor’s Cup for Best Fruit Wine. For 
more information, visit starrhillwinery.com.

SOUTH
 

RIPEPI WINERY & VINEYARD, 
Monongahela  

Richard Ripepi is the grandson 
of Italian immigrants who settled in 
Monongahela. He grew up with the 
tradition of winemaking, with his 
grandparents purchasing grapes from the 
Strip District. Years later, Ripepi decided 
to plant his own grapes, beginning with 
just a few rows of vines that grew into 
10 acres. His background as a chemistry 
teacher with a degree in geology gave him 
exceptional knowledge of the soil and 
winemaking process. He opened Ripepi 
Winery in 1987 and now has over 30 years 
of winemaking knowledge, along with 
his daughter Janelle, who is a certified 
sommelier. He crafts several boutique 
wines, including the newest addition, 
Vidal Blanc Dessert Wine, which is aged 

in oak barrels for nearly four years and 
has bold aromas of vanilla, butterscotch, 
sugar brule, and a hint of smoke. Another 
bestseller is Diamond, a crossbreed that 
is very similar to a dry Sauvignon Blanc, 
but there is also a sweet version. Hop on 
over for monthly Happy Hour events, 
which take place year-round and feature a 
live band and wood-fired pizzas. For more 
information, visit ripepiwine.com.

PLUM RUN WINERY, Brownsville 
Plum Run Winery had an unlikely start 

when founder Joe Skocik made a hunting 
trip to Idaho and a friend gave him a bottle 
of homemade wine to try. It was the early 
1980s and Skocik decided to try to make 
a batch of black raspberry wine, which he 
properly ruined. When he later suffered 
some health problems, he decided to leave 
his job, and his winemaking hobby quickly 
became a business. Skocik planted 10 
acres of vines in 1997 and harvested his 
first crop in 2000. Now 81, he still makes 
wine in his basement from fruit in his 
vineyard. His granddaughter, Lindsey, is 
learning wine growing and making, and is 
set to continue this family-run business. 
Plum Run offers 50 varieties, with several 
berry wines, fruit wines and blends. The 
winery is famous for its Pinot Noir, its 
Black Raspberry (which Skocik has since 
perfected), a wine known as “Miracle in 
the Bottle,” and “Candy in the Bottle.” 
Plum Run is one of the few wineries in 
southwestern Pennsylvania that makes 
an ice wine. For more information, visit 
facebook.com/PlumRunWineryInc.

 
WINSLOW WINERY, Perryopolis 

Though this winery and vineyard just 
opened in 2015, it has 18 varieties of 
grapes growing on the property, and the 
owners love to talk with guests about 
the different varietals and flavors they 
produce. The winery offers seven estate-
grown dry red and white wines, and 
semi-sweet and sweet wines. You can 
sample them in the tasting room, or just 
sit and relax on the patio overlooking 
the beautiful vineyard. Winslow has new 
offerings, including a Pinot Gris, which is 
light and slightly creamy with peach and 
mineral notes. If you’re in the mood for 
something bubbly, try the Reserve Blanc, a 
traditional bottle-fermented brut sparkling 
wine made from the Gewurtztraminer 
grape. For more information, visit 
winslowwinery.com.

Continued on next page >

Narcisi WineryNarcisi Winery
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CHRISTIAN W. KLAY WINERY, Chalk Hill  
Sharon Klay is a watercolorist and developed a passion for 

winemaking while living in New York City. After she and her 
husband, John, moved to Pittsburgh, she conducted a three-
year search to find the perfect spot in Chalk Hill for a vineyard 
and researched 100 grape varieties that would grow in the area. 
She was advised by a neighbor that grapes would not do well, 
and she should “plant potatoes instead.” But Klay was resolute 
in her vision and cleverly planted the vines above the frost line. 
They now grow 45 varietals on 18 acres, establishing the first 
commercial winery in Fayette County! Though it would be much 
easier to just import grapes from other areas, the winery uses 
its own grapes for all the wines, which are blended on-site. The 
area is a wonderful escape, with tours and interesting events such 
as “Wine & Dine in the Woods” and murder mystery dinner 
theaters. Lavender Mist is a bestseller, a sparkling, semi-sweet 
white infused with culinary lavender. For a great red, try Norton, a 
dry offering made from grapes of the same name, and a subtle bit 
of oak. For more information, visit christianklaywinery.com.

THISTLETHWAITE VINEYARDS, Jefferson
This vineyard plants 10 varieties of French hybrid grapes on 

just over five acres. The smaller size allows the vineyard to have 
complete control over the wine it produces exclusively from its 
own grapes. The first vines were planted in 2000, but the farm 
itself has been in the Thistlethwaite family since 1892. You can 
visit the tasting room and sample a wide variety of wines. The 
wines are reasonably priced, including the Chambourcin Reserve 
with hints of dark berries and vanilla, and Leon Millot, a dry wine 
that’s been meticulously aged in a Pennsylvania white oak barrel. 
For more information, visit thistlegrape.com.

EAST
GREENDANCE—THE WINERY AT SAND HILL, 
Mount Pleasant 

Rick and Susan Lynn, and Rob and Amy Schilling, made the 
decision to purchase and restore an abandoned farm outside of 
Mt. Pleasant in 1982. They acquired several thousand raspberry 
plants and established Sand Hill Berries. This berry farm grew to 
include a small dessert café and bakery and produced a surplus of 
small fruits, which provided the basis for the future winery. The 
owners cultivated quality hybrid vinifera grapes and finally, in 
the fall of 2007, Greendance—The Winery at Sand Hill became a 
reality. The name Greendance was a nod to an 1848 Shaker hymn 
entitled “Lord of the Dance” and the delicate balance between the 
agricultural life and the earth. Greendance produces estate wines 
crafted from its own raspberries, blackberries, red currants, black 
currants, gooseberries, blueberries, strawberries, elderberries and 
heritage variety apples. It also offers an array of sparkling fruit 
wines, ports, rosé and sweet wines. This year, the winery will 
produce dry and semi-dry wines from Frontenac Gris—white, 
and Petite Pearl—red. For a traditional favorite, try Isabella, a rosé 
that’s sweet, lighter in alcohol, and will pair well with a plethora 
of summer dishes. Be sure to check the calendar for live music 
events! For more information, visit greendancewinery.com.

 
GLADES PIKE WINERY, Somerset  

Be careful of the hobbies you decide to engage in! Steve and 
Karen joined a winemaking club just for fun and wound up with 
a new business. When Steve was finishing up his MBA, his final 
project was a winery. The establishment that grew out of this 
“project” is a friendly place where customers are a part of the 
family. The winery produces from its own grapes, but also offers 
a nice selection of blends made from grapes grown in Erie. The 
bestseller is Bicentennial Blush, a perfect red blend of four grapes 
that’s semi-sweet. For something dry, try the Seyval Blanc, a great 
summer choice that’s crisp, with light notes of honeysuckle, toasty 
marshmallow, citrus and mild melon. For more information, visit 
gladespikewinery.com.

WOODY LODGE WINERY, Ashville
Nestled in the foothills of the Allegheny Mountains, Woody 

Lodge Winery was founded by Margie Keller and John Gailey, 
Jr., a disabled vet. It launched in 2013 and is constantly growing 
and refining the wine experience for visitors. The elevated deck 
overlooks the vineyard and gazebo, and there is live entertainment 
on the weekends in Ashville. There are also wine stores in Indiana 
and Smicksburg. In addition to a good selection of wines, there 
is an interesting array of wines mixed with teas and fruit juices, 
and the winery also offers the ultimate in wine indulgence—its 
own Tipzy Cow Wine Ice Cream! For more information, visit 
woodylodgewinery.com.

Thistlethwaite VineyardsThistlethwaite Vineyards

The  GrapeGrape Escape
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BELLA TERRA VINEYARDS, Hunker  
This boutique vineyard and winery is the result of three 

members of the Bell family—Jay, Joanna and Jacque, combining 
their talents of horticulture, marketing/graphic design and event 
planning respectively. It was established in 2015 with the first 
planting, and four years later harvested the mature grapes for 
lovely, quality wine. The wines are available by the glass, by the 
bottle, and some in a can! There are three locations: in Hunker, 
Bedford and Allison Park. A great summer wine is the sparkling 
rosé wine Piquette, an old-world-style wine with a slight fizz, 
which was originally enjoyed only by farm and vineyard workers. 
For more information, visit bellaterravineyards.com.

WEST
KAVIC WINERY, Carnegie

Michael and Patricia (Fleck) Kavic are second-generation 
Americans, with their families originating in Serbia and Italy. 
Their ancestors brought with them the art of winemaking, but 
also the joy of sharing it with family and friends, which sustained 
them during hard times as steel and railroad workers. The 
Kavics continued the tradition, making wine at home for years 
before deciding to go public with their skills and offer them to 
the community. The winery uses only Pennsylvania and locally 
produced grapes and has a vineyard in Oakdale. Michael and 
Patricia hope to open the vineyard to visitors soon, but you 
can taste the fruits of their efforts with their Marquette-derived 
wine at the urban-style winery. For more information, visit 
kavicwinery.net.

   
BLACK SHEEP VINEYARD, Adena, Ohio  

People on the west side of Pittsburgh are discovering a small, 
family-owned vineyard in Adena, Ohio. In addition to the lovely 
location in the rolling hills of eastern Ohio, Black Sheep offers 
live entertainment on Saturday nights, a selection of cheese 
and crackers to complement your wine, and wine tastings. For 
a departure from the ordinary, try Blitzen, a sweet customer 
favorite made from Ohio blackberries. For more information, visit 
blacksheepvineyard.com.  n

DeChaunac grapes, Ripepi WineryDeChaunac grapes, Ripepi Winery

724-290-9396    ChestnutGroveLLC.com
531 Woodhawk Lane Butler, PA. 16001

Open Daily 12-3 p.m.

Quiet country setting close to Moraine State Park, 
beautiful golf courses, & convenient shopping. 
Carefree living with lawn & winter maintenance 
included in low HOA fees

• Low taxes under $2,900/year
• Exterior brick
• 2 car garages

• Starting at 299,900
• 1350-1750 sq ft living space with new floor plan design

PHASE III
26 Duplexes Remaining All With Private Wooded Lots

Chestnut Grove
55+ GATED COMMUNITY

SPRING 
PRICE 

REDUCTION

The PLACE 
TO BE for 
all your 
shopping 
needs!

5375 William Flynn Highway, Gibsonia
www.richlandmall.net

www.facebook.com/richlandmallgibsonia

RICHLAND MALL

A Zamagias Properties’ Entity

Kohl’s  |  Shop ‘N Save  |  T.J. Maxx
AHN Therapy Services  |  Churn Homemade Ice Cream and Coffee

Command Performance  |  Costa Oil – 10 Minute Oil Change  |  Dollar Bank
Dollar Tree  |  Emiliano’s Mexican Restaurant  |  Grandma Ann’s Nutbread

Key Bank  |  Massage Envy Spa  |  McDonald’s  |  Neve Nails & Spa
NuAge Fitness Center  |  Pine Richland Medical Associates
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412.822.7844412.822.7844
remoscatering.comremoscatering.com

• PIG ROAST/ BBQ• PIG ROAST/ BBQ 
•  HOUSE + OFFICE PARTIES•  HOUSE + OFFICE PARTIES

• CATERING FOR ALL            • CATERING FOR ALL            
   OCCASIONS   OCCASIONS 
•  YOUR LOCATION OR OURS•  YOUR LOCATION OR OURS

FROMFROM  TRENDYTRENDY  TOTO  TRADITIONALTRADITIONAL

CUSTOM STREET FOOD MENUSCUSTOM STREET FOOD MENUS

GRADUATION 
PACKAGES emo’s
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4 Locations Serving the Greater Pittsburgh Area – Allison Park  •  North Hills  •  South Hills  •  Washington

Aging is inevitable, growing up is 
optional, and staying cognitively 
sharp is mandatory to maintain one’s 
independence. At a certain age, people 
begin to become bombarded with mail 
and fliers for hearing exams and hearing 
devices. Why is it so important for a 
person to keep our ears healthy? It is 
not so much keeping the ears healthy, 
as it is keeping the brain functioning. 
Many people do not realize the true 
link between our hearing and cognitive 
function. Our ability to hear comes from 
our ears, our ability to understand and 
process speech and sounds comes 
from our brain. Brain atrophy can occur 
when hearing loss remains untreated. 
This has been associated with cognitive 
decline and early onset dementia. The 
Better Hearing Institute states that 
research has shown that the use of 

reduce the symptoms of depression, 
paranoia, disorientation, anxiety, loss of 

Not all hearing devices are created 
the same and often patients are lulled 
into a false sense of security with 
less effective over-the-counter (OTC) 

medical class hearing instruments.  
Medical hearing devices offer patients 
the ability to receive medically 

with annual retesting, reprogramming 
as an individual’s hearing loss may 
change.  These services enable the 
patient to receive all of the valuable 

speech cues to support and maintain 
sharp cognition, as well as the ongoing 

calibrations need to be done with the 
aids in the patient’s ear. No or little 
professional maintenance, usually 

diminishes due to wax and debris from 
our ears, perspiration, dead skin and 
hair follicles, and dirt from handling. The 
aids need to be vacuumed out, receiver 

tubings, and domes need to be replaced. 
Ongoing care leads to years of better 
hearing from one pair of aids.

medical class hearing instruments 
help us to remain connected and 
acclimated, as close as possible to the 
brain hearing we were born with.  Many 
of the newer medical class hearing 
instruments have motion sensors that 
boost our localization and sense of 
direction. Since falling is a major cause 
for loss of independence in seniors, 
this stability is especially helpful when 
moving or walking. It also enables the 
wearer to understand conversation 
better while moving around.

Today’s hearing aids can be 
rechargeable and can connect, via 
Bluetooth, directly to cell phones and 
apps, TVs, iPad devices and tablets, 
computers, cars, and remote telehealth 
programming. The advanced technology 
instruments can also provide fully 
automatic functions to hear all of these 

devices without pairing or fussing. 
Many options and your choice. Our 
Professionals will guide you to choose 
your best options based on your 
personal hearing and lifestyle needs.

Over the counter, 
non-customized, you’re just a number, 
no or very little service, is not a long-
term solution and yields less than 
satisfactory results.  Schedule an 
appointment today with Swift Audiology 
for a comprehensive hearing evaluation 
to check for hearing loss; the outcome 
helps more than just your hearing.

About Swift Audiology   
The practice provides hearing loss 
services, hearing protection, and 
medical hearing aid devices to patients 
at 4 convenient 

throughout 
the Pittsburgh 
region. 

Advanced Medical Class Hearing Devices

Special Offer:  
Free Technology Upgrade  

(up to $1000 in savings!)

Call 724-726-4149 or visit 
swiftaudiology.com/news to 

schedule your risk-free Hearing 
Aid Test Drive.

INDUSTRY INSIGHT     YOUR HEARING     SPONSORED CONTENT

W
hen it comes to our 

would consider our vision 
and hearing to be the 

most vital. Much of our quality of life is 
impacted by our ability to see and hear. 
However, these two senses are not equal 

the thought of vision problems may seem 
scarier, for many vision issues, solutions are 
more straightforward than those required 
for hearing loss.

Obtaining glasses, using contacts, and 
even laser repair are now commonplace 

vision. With vision, the measurement of 

he/she needs to correct the loss. Hearing, 

however, is a much more complex system 
and therefore requires more customization 
to deliver great results.

and vision loss is that generally hearing 
can only be improved rather than 
completely restored. The hair cells of the 
inner ear cannot be regenerated and 
therefore, once damaged, are unable to be 
restored. This is where hearing aids come 
in and assist in amplifying sound—and 
much more.

Another complexity is that hearing aids 
must work together with your brain to 
determine which sounds you are trying to 
hear. The longer you experience hearing 
loss without the help of a hearing device, 
the more out-of-practice your brain 
becomes at deciphering sounds, which 

why early detection is key with hearing 
loss. The sooner you begin using hearing 
aids, the better your brain will be at 
deciphering sounds.

With modern hearing devices, there 
are many factors and features to consider. 
Because today’s devices are not just 

signal processing algorithms that are 
the product of hundreds of engineering 
years of study by each manufacturer, it is 
important to try a variety of manufacturers 
and technology levels to see what is 
best for you. The Hearing Aid Test Drive™ 
was developed to let you do just that—

devices in your daily life so you can 
determine what brings you the most value.

With the Test Drive, you’re in the 
driver’s seat and taking an active role in 
your hearing health and choosing the 
best solution for you. We’re just here to 
guide you through the process with our 
professional expertise. Call us today to 
schedule your Hearing Aid Test Drive at 
412-364-8338.

$500OFF*

*Offer valid on any pair of Optimum, Preferred and Standard hearing aids. Promotion cannot be combined with other offers or discounts. Previous purchases excluded.

Receive $500 off any pair of Optimum, 
Preferred or Standard digital hearing devices *

Expires May 31, 2017

*Deposit may be required. 

Photo Credit: R Frank Photography
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... you’re wearing a hearing device.

> Hearing screening and consultation
– it could just be wax!

> Hearing aid clean and check
if you currently wear hearing aids.

> Demonstration of the newest digital hearing
aids. See how far technology  has come!

> 45-Day Risk-FREE trial period.*

Special
Offer!

Complimentary

They won’t know...

DON’T WAIT
CALL TODAY

(412) 347-4615

4 LOCATIONS!
WASHINGTON • NORTH HILLS • SOUTH HILLS • ALLISON PARK

Like us on Facebook at /swiftaudiologySwiftAudiology.com
NWGOLF52017_.8.5x11.indd   1 4/4/17   2:29 PM
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Debra Swift, BC-HIS
Founder and Owner

Nicole Schott, AuD, CCC-A

Audiology

Megan Myers, AuD, CCC-A
Doctor of Audiology

Tammy Swift
BC-HIS

HEARING 
AND VISION

INDUSTRY INSIGHT      YOUR HEARING      SPONSORED CONTENT

Many older adults show signs of dementia: not responding, 
not remembering, and inappropriate responding. But some of 
these signs are signs of hearing loss as well. Worldwide, there are 
55 million people living with dementia. That number is projected 
to grow to 78 million in 2030, and by 2050, 139 million. There are 
430 million people worldwide experiencing moderate or greater 
hearing loss. This number is projected to grow to 700 million by 
2050. By then 1 in 14 people will require some type of hearing 
care. So what do these two health issues have in common?

Both hearing loss and dementia symptoms run hand in 
hand. Does the person have untreated hearing loss that mimics 
dementia? Since we hear with our brain and dementia is a loss 
of brain function, the differential diagnosis will help to decipher. 
In 2020 the Lancet Commission on Dementia Prevention, 
Intervention, and Care specified 12 modifiable risk factors for 
dementia. One of the risk factors is hearing loss. 

The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication 
Disorders (NIDCD) states that in the U.S. 8.5% of adults ages 55-
64, 25% of older adults 65-74, and 50% of adults older than 75 
have a hearing loss of 35 dB or greater. A study conducted by 
Mahmoudi et al, in Michigan, showed that hearing aid use in the 
first three years of hearing loss diagnosis can reduce the risk of 
dementia, depression, and injurious falls.

Johns Hopkins recently published an article with an updated 
study on the effects of hearing loss and dementia. Frank Lin, MD, 
PhD, has been on the study since the beginning. Researchers 
have questioned: Could hearing aids reduce the risk of a person 
developing dementia? Lin explains the connection between the 
two conditions and where the science is headed. 

He states that with the connection between the brain and 
hearing loss, when you are unable to hear correctly the brain 
works harder and it is more difficult to fill in the gaps, adding 
more strain. This strain could cause a lot of mental and physical 
exhaustion. This would also come at the expense of working 
memory. Lin also mentioned another possibility that untreated 
hearing loss can cause the aging brain to shrink more quickly. 
This can lead to isolation; less social engagement can lead to the 
brain being less engaged and less active.

Lin’s study is also looking at the efficacy of hearing aids and 
reducing the risk of dementia.

These studies are becoming more prevalent in our everyday 
life. We are learning more about how we actually hear with our 

brain and not our ears. These studies are showing that there are 
treatable options if caught and addressed early enough.

If you or a loved one is experiencing signs of difficulty hearing 
the TV, in groups, on the phone, hearing and communicating 
with masks, or understanding conversations in general, contact 
Swift Audiology today for an evaluation at one of our four 
locations.
Dona MP Jayakody (November/ December 2021), Hearing Loss and Dementia, 
Audiology Today, 12-15

Frank R. Lin, MD, PhD (November 2021), Hearing Loss and the Dementia Connection

Did you know that hearing loss is 
correlated with cognitive decline? 
One of the key risk factors for 
dementia that you can control is 
hearing loss.  

Take control of your health. 

Take

COGNITIVE DECLINE:
FIGHT BACK.

 
 

BBB Rating: A+

Call 724-726-4149 or visit 
swiftaudiology.com/hear to schedule your 

risk-free Hearing Aid Test Drive

ICUSC3/22

Dr. Megan Myers-Auria, CCC-A
AUDIOLOGIST

Hearing Loss and Dementia

Debra Swift, BC-HIS
Owner and President

Lauren Carmen, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

Megan Myers-Auria, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

Tammy Swift, BC-HIS
Hearing Instrument Specialist
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Make the most of 
summertime with our list 

of  3030 summer bucket  summer bucket 
list list activitiesactivities  for the 
family. Try a few (or all)—

maybe they’ll become your 
new summer standards.

BY MANDIE GIAMBRONI

1. Vintage Grand Prix – 
Celebrating 40 years, the Pittsburgh 
Vintage Grand Prix brings vintage sports 
cars and racing to Schenley Park! The 
10-day festival is filled with revving 
engines, fast cars, and chrome tailpipes 
shined and ready to sparkle for spectators 
of all ages. July 14-24, pvgp.org

2. Baseball Game – There’s nothing 
like a warm summer day to relax in the 
stands and take in a ball game at PNC 
Park. Do the wave, grab a hot dog, and 
sing “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” 

with your number-one fans. Prefer being 
under the lights? Catch an evening game 
and fireworks show over downtown 
Pittsburgh. Check the game schedule 
online. mlb.com/pirates

3. Waterpark – Looking to cool off 
with the whole family? Sandcastle has rides 
to excite kids and adults of any age! From 
the Lazy River to the newest waterslide, 
Bombs Away, you can choose from 15 
waterslides and other attractions for some 
fun in the sun. Opens daily at 11 a.m. 
sandcastlewaterpark.com
 

HOTHOT  FunFun  
SummerSummertime!time!

in in 
thethe
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4. Kayaking – Kayaks, canoes, stand-
up paddleboards, and pedalboats pique 
your interest? Visit Venture Outdoors to 
get out on the water at North Park Lake 
and downtown. Rentals are available for 
individual use or check out the activities 
calendar to meet up with others! Hours 
vary. ventureoutdoors.org 

5. Kennywood – Kennywood is 
open! Made you look…but really, the 
amusement park we all know and love is 
celebrating 125 years! Look for enhanced 
in-park experiences, spectacular events, 
and rides for adrenaline junkies of all ages. 
This year also marks the return of The 
Kangaroo! So, grab some Potato Patch fries, 
strap in for some excitement, and follow the 
yellow arrows to Kennywood this summer. 
Opens daily at 11 a.m. kennywood.com

6. Hiking – Lace up your shoes and 
explore the great outdoors by foot this 
season. Pittsburgh is home to hundreds 
of miles of hiking trails, both urban and 
suburban, for hikers ranging in experience. 
Whether you’re on the hunt for the best 
waterfalls, bird watching, foliage, or sights 
of the city, a trail is waiting for you! Many 
trails can even accommodate our four-
legged family members. Pack up some 
water and snacks and head to the trails!  

7. Biking – Prefer your views of the 
city on two wheels? Pittsburgh and the 
surrounding region provide hundreds of 
miles of bike trails to get those wheels in 
motion. Interactive maps and routes are 
available to plan out a route that suits your 
needs. Whether you’re headed out for a 
workout, a family adventure, or a leisurely 
trek to see the sights and sounds of the city, 
Pittsburgh’s the perfect spot to ride around. 
bikepgh.org

8. Art in the Parks – If you prefer 
something less strenuous, check out the 
breathtaking views within Pittsburgh’s city 
parks. Not only are they glowing with the 
colors of the season, but they are also being 
transformed by the Art in Parks program, 

made possible by RADical ImPAct 
throughout 2022. Eight artists were chosen 
to execute pieces of their own work in the 
city’s five regional parks including Frick, 
Schenley, Emerald View, Riverview, and 
Highland. pittsburghpa.gov/citiparks

9. Three Rivers Arts Festival 
– Need to feel inspired? Check out all 
the talent Pittsburgh houses at the Three 
Rivers Arts Festival. From music and 
entertainment to art and handmade goods, 
the festival is sure to awe and inspire. This 
free event is a guaranteed way to excite each 
member of your family, with something 
for everyone to hear, see, and do. Pack up 
the family and head downtown to enjoy 
the views of the festival! June 3-12, traf.
trustarts.org

10. Indoor Waterparks – If you 
have the itch to ride some waves, look no 
further than an easy day trip to one of the 
indoor waterparks surrounding Pittsburgh. 
Just a few hours in the car will get you 
to Splash Lagoon, Great Wolf Lodge, or 
Kalahari where you can splash, swim, and 
slide your way through the day! If your 
fingers are too pruney to drive home, 
enjoy dinner and a night’s stay at the lodge. 
Hours vary by location. splashlagoon.com, 
greatwolf.com, kalahariresorts.com/ohio

11. Picklesburgh – If you look 
toward the sky downtown this summer 
and spot a pickle, you’ll know it’s time for 
Picklesburgh! This culinary celebration puts 
a twist on the typical pickle, with unique 
treats the whole family 
will love (well, maybe). 
You’ll have to hold out 
until late summer 
to experience 
Picklesburgh, the festival 
unlike any other…I 
mean, it’s kind of a big 
dill! picklesburgh.com

12. Drive-In Movie – Drive out to the 
drive-in and catch a movie (or two) under 
the stars! Drive-in theaters offer an exciting 
venue for families to spend their evening. 
Once the “drive-in capital,” Pittsburgh was 
home to more than 40 drive-in theaters! 
While venue options are not as robust as 
they once were, there are a handful of drive-
ins to still enjoy this summer. Grab your 
camping chair, blanket, and some snacks and 
enjoy the show!

Continued on next page

Royal Oak 
Nursery School  
& Kindergarten

Established 1967

Now accepting Now accepting 
EnrollmentEnrollment

Family owned & Operated:  
7 am to 6 pm

State Licensed and Certified 
Teachers

Half/Full Day Education Programs 
Ages: 3 thru 6 years old
Before/After school care

4413 Mt. Royal Blvd
Allison Park

www.royaloaksch.com
412.487.1668

55Years
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17. Phipps Conservatory and 
Botanical Gardens – See Claude 
Monet’s legendary work brought to 
life at Phipps this summer. “Monet in 
Bloom” harnesses Monet’s art movement, 
impressionism, by capturing light and 
natural forms through floral displays. Each 
unique room will awe and inspire guests 
of all ages with beautiful blooms, hanging 
baskets, and decorated arbors, enhanced by 
the works of Monet. Runs throughout the 
summer. phipps.conservatory.org

18. The Neighborhood Flea – Visit 
Pittsburgh’s open-air flea market where 
you’ll find curated goods like vintage 
clothing, furniture, jewelry, art, food 
and drinks, and workshops. Event dates 
available online. neighborhoodflea.com

19. Fishing – Cast a line and wait 
for a bite across more than 38 miles of 
river shoreline within the city limits of 
Pittsburgh. 

20. Rainy Day Plan – Rainy summer 
day got you down? Be prepared with a 
backup GAME plan! Hit a lucky strike 
at your local bowling alley or visit one 
of Pittsburgh’s arcades for some pinball 
action! For the problem solvers, check out 
one of the many escape rooms across the 
city for a thrilling challenge. Dodge your 
way through laser tag or rack billiard balls 
for a game of pool. Before you know it, the 
sun will be shining again!
 
21. Gateway Clipper Cruise – 
Cruise your way through the city and 
beyond on one of Gateway Clipper’s many 
riverboats. Soak in the sun and all the best 
sights of the city on the water. Whether 
you’re looking for a romantic evening under 
the stars or a fun-filled afternoon with the 
whole family, there is a cruise to fit your 
needs. Open year-round. gatewayclipper.
com

22. Picnic in the Park – Experience 
all that nature has to offer with a picnic in 
the park. Pack some sandwiches and fruit, 
or a bottle of wine and some cheese, and 
marvel at what’s around us.

23. Camping – Looking to spend more 
than just a few hours outside? Pack up 
the family and camping gear for a night 
outdoors. Get away from the distractions 
of daily life, disconnect from technology, 
and reconnect with family members and 
friends. Take a hike, go fishing, build a 

campfire and roast marshmallows, and just 
enjoy what’s happening around you.

24. Fort Ligonier – For the history 
buffs in the family, plan a visit to the 
historic town of Ligonier, situated along 
the Laurel Highlands. A reconstructed 
fortification from the French and Indian 
War, Fort Ligonier served as a staging area 
for the Forbes Expedition of 1758, before 
it was decommissioned from active service 
in 1766. You can visit the museum, see 
reenactments, or even host an event at the 
fort! Open year-round, Friday–Sunday. 
fortligonier.org 

25. Fallingwater – Take a trip to the 
Bear Run valley to visit one of the most 
iconic houses in the world and greatest 
architectural triumphs of the 20th century! 
Frank Lloyd Wright envisioned a home that 
was “one with nature” for his clients, the 
Kaufmann family. The home was entrusted 
to the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
in 1963 for preserving the grounds and 
opening Fallingwater for public tours. Open 
year-round. fallingwater.org

26. Concerts in the Park – Rock 
out to one of the many free concerts in area 
parks this summer! Amphitheaters across 
the city offer fun for the entire family with 
food trucks, activities, and space to run and 
play or sit back and take in the jamming 
sounds of summer. Rock on!

27. Moraine State Park – Just a 
short trip north of the city, Moraine State 
Park offers fun for the whole family with 
activities ranging from horseback riding and 
disc golf, to hiking, biking, and swimming. 
Go for the day or stay the night while 
enjoying all that nature has to offer during 
the warm summer months. Open year-
round. visitpaparks.com

28. Ropes Course/Ziplining – 
Looking for an adrenaline rush? Look 
no further than up in the trees at North 
Park! Complete with rope ladders, wobbly 
bridges, and tricky crossings, this adventure 
experience has a 350-foot zipline and a 
40-foot-high platform to keep your heart 
pumping with excitement. goape.com

HOTHOT  FunFun  
SummerSummertime!time!

in in 
thethe

13. Food Trucks – Who knew eating 
food prepared in a mobile truck would 
be so delightful! The food truck scene in 
Pittsburgh continues to gain popularity at 
festivals, concerts, breweries, and outdoor 
markets. Options are endless, from tacos to 
pierogies to gyros to bulgogi and any food 
in between; even the pickiest eaters can find 
something they like. The trickiest part is 
tracking down your favorites! 

14. Farmers Markets – It doesn’t 
get more local than your local farmers 
market! You’ll support your local family 
farmers and taste the flavors of the season 
with the freshest fruits, vegetables, meats, 
and cheeses. Markets around the city range 
from fruit stands to large-scale markets 
complete with plants for purchase, live 
animals, cooking demonstrations, games, 
and more! Contact your local farms for 
market hours near you.

15. Renaissance Festival – Late 
summer brings about jousting, feasting, 
and merriment for all at the Pittsburgh 
Renaissance Festival. Dress in your favorite 
renaissance garb and journey your way 
through the village streets of this “16th 
century medieval amusement park” where 
you’ll delight in roast turkey legs, artisan 
craft goods, performances, and more! 
Open weekends Aug. 20–Sept. 25. 
pittsburghrenfest.com

16. Yoga in the Park – Grab your 
yoga mat, a towel, some sunglasses, and a 
friend for yoga in the park! From the top of 
Mount Washington to Market Square, and 
several parks in between, yogis can delight 
in their practice in some of the most iconic 
locations in and around Pittsburgh. 
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29. Minigolf – The ultra-competitive sport we all cheat at while 
playing…minigolf! Take the kids, take a friend, or take a bogey! If 
you need a little competition to heat up the summer, have a ball at a 
minigolf course near you.

30. Strip District – Enjoy the hustle and bustle of the city 
in “the Strip.” Seek out your favorite candy, grab fresh cheese from 
around the world, or pick up local meats for your family dinner at 
some of the best grocers in town. Or if you’d rather people-watch, 
meet a friend for a cup of coffee and a bite to eat at one of the many 
eateries.  n

1130 Perry Highway   
1130 Perry Highway   ((  Behind Shop N Save  

Behind Shop N Save  ))

412-364-9400  ·  info@funslidespgh.com

412-364-9400  ·  info@funslidespgh.com

Spring in to a Spring in to a 

Birthday Bonanza!
Birthday Bonanza!

**Valid off regular priced admission only. Coupon  Valid off regular priced admission only. Coupon  / / Offer cannot Offer cannot 

be combined with any other discounts  be combined with any other discounts  / / offers  offers  / / couponscoupons

$20$20 offoff

birthday partybirthday party
www.funslidespark.comwww.funslidespark.com

must  mention  when  booking must  mention  when  booking   **
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FreeFree
upgrade to All upgrade to All 
Activities PassActivities Pass

www.funslidespark.comwww.funslidespark.com

    ((  Up to 4 skaters  Up to 4 skaters  ))  **
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Safe,  Stress  Free  play
Safe,  Stress  Free  play

reserved  for  ages  4  &  under
reserved  for  ages  4  &  under

Every  Mon.  &  Wed.
Every  Mon.  &  Wed.

Toddler  TimeToddler  Time

Kids Summer Bucket List 
1. Go for a swim at your local swimming pool.

2. Grab a friend and get an ice cream cone…two scoops!

3. Visit the library to find a good book.

4. Plant your own garden.

5. Ask an adult to help you roast marshmallows around  

 a campfire.

6. Splash around at the splash park.

7. Spend a rainy day building a fort at home.

8. Visit Idlewild and SoakZone with your family.

9. Visit the lions, tigers, and bears at the zoo! 

10. Play outside! No phones allowed.

Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

412-360-4262 
www.petrackplumbing.com
Visit our website for a list of testimonials

TOUGH ON PIPES, 
NOT ON PRICE!

WE OFFER A WIDE VARIETY 
OF PLUMBING SERVICES:

• Water Line & Drain 
Line Repairs

• Interior Gas Line Repairs
• Water Heater Repair & 

Replacement
• Faucet 

Repair & 
Replacement

• Drain Cleaning
• Dye Tests and 

much more!

Home Advisor Screened and Approved
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Whether you’re buying 
or selling this year, here’s 
what you need to know.

NO PLACE LIKE

HOME
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Continued on next page >

W hile we are all 
trying to stay 
cool, there is no 
doubt the housing 
market remains 

red hot. The past two years have been a 
whirlwind of buyers hoping to lock in low 
mortgage rates and sellers hoping to take 
advantage of the seller’s market. To date, 
the U.S. National Home Price Index is 
the highest it’s been, even pre-pandemic, 
with interested buyers outnumbering the 
homes on the market, creating bidding 
wars and driving up sale prices.

Many sellers are receiving asking price 
or more for their homes, making it an 
attractive option for those looking to 
downsize or those with a second home. 
And this summer, home prices are 
projected to be at an all-time high. Zillow’s 
growth forecast projects year-over-year 
change in home prices to be more than 21 
percent. Estimates by the experts suggest 

2022 growth in home prices will vary 
between 11.2 percent (Fannie Mae) on 
the lower end and upwards of 16.4 percent 
(Zillow) on the higher end.

What aren’t we hearing? That home 
prices will decline—so if you’re in the 
market to sell, now’s the time to do it. 
There are buyers out there just waiting to 
make your home their own!

Buyers are continuing to face bidding 
war after bidding war, especially in 
highly desirable neighborhoods. And, 
according to Zillow, listings are down 
nearly 20 percent from just over a year 
ago, making inventory for many buyers 
hard to nail down. If buyers are serious 
about purchasing a home, it’s important 
to be prepared. Even if you think you just 
want to start the process by seeing what’s 
out there, know what you can afford 
(think down payment, monthly mortgage, 

funds for house projects, etc.) and have a 
preapproval letter ready to go.

Knowing what you’re preapproved to 
spend will give you and your realtor an 
idea of where to start looking. Be sure 
to keep an eye on rising mortgage rates, 
with the Mortgage Bankers Association 
(MBA) predicting rates rising beyond 
4 percent by year’s end. What does that 
mean for buyers? It could mean that a 
preapproval amount for a mortgage may 
decrease as interest rates add more fees to 
monthly payments. But rest assured, while 
rates may be rising slightly, they remain 
significantly lower than historical averages.

Whether you’re buying or selling this 
summer, the process can be an emotional 
one, especially in a competitive landscape. 
Be sure to arm yourself with knowledge 
and know-how before you hit the market. 
Enlist the help of a professional real estate 
agent to help guide you on the journey.

Real Estate Special Section Summer 2022
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WANT TO SELL IN 2022?
Putting your home on the market requires a lot of work and 

can be emotional. Sellers often assume buyers will like their taste 
in décor and design and may overlook simple things that could 
keep their home from appealing to a wide variety of different 
buyers. These tips will help you make your house marketable:

1. You only get to make a first impression once. Start with 
good pictures for your listing. Clean the space as if you were 
already showing your house before pictures are taken. Then, 
check out your home’s curb appeal. This is the first thing 
buyers will see when they pull up for a walkthrough. Do 
dead bushes need to be removed? Old holiday decorations 
need to be put away? Try to view your house as if you were 
seeing it for the first time. Maybe an exterior power-wash or 
fresh coat of paint on your front door would make buyers 
eager to go inside.

2. Make your interior warm and neutral. Bold or bright 
colors may have been an accent to you but could turn off a 
buyer. Some buyers want move-in ready and don’t want to 
think about putting work in, even if it’s just choosing a new 
paint color. Use freshly painted neutral colors and remove 
abstract art and family photos from the walls. This will be a 
great opportunity for you to start packing up your personal 
belongings and provide buyers the opportunity to imagine 
their own touches added to the room.

3. Space sells. Buyers want to feel like they can move right in 
and have a spot for all their furniture and belongings. Store 
(off-site, if possible) unnecessary items that you don’t need 
for day-to-day living such as off-season clothing, holiday 
decorations, and old toys. This gives cabinets, closets, and 
storage spaces a clean, spacious look. You could also use this 
decluttering opportunity to donate or sell these items, giving 
your next home a fresh start.

4. Don’t go overboard with updates. Ask your real estate 
agent about changes that can add value to or create appeal 
for your home. You don’t want to put too much money into 

 unnecessary upgrades that may not even appeal to the type 
of buyer looking at your home. A small upgrade may be just 
what you need to close a sale.

5. Don’t price yourself out of a sale. A listing price might seal 
the deal on selling your home. Make sure to work with your 
real estate agent to review comparable home prices in your 
area, pricing trends and inventory available, and work to 
price your home appropriately. A fair market price will attract 
buyers interested in making your home their dream home.

WANT TO BUY IN 2022?
You’re ready to buy a house. Whether it’s your first home, your 

forever home, or your retirement home, buying a house is an 
exciting and exhausting experience. Make sure you’re prepared 
with knowledge of the market and of what exactly you’re looking 
for in a home.

1. Watch your credit. Start preparing early by avoiding 
expensive purchases on your credit card and making sure 
you don’t deposit a large amount of money into your bank 
account. The first thing lenders check is your credit score and 
bank balances to determine how much you are approved for 
on a home loan. Try to pay off as much debt as possible in 
advance of your home purchase and to keep your credit card 
balances low.

2. Where in the world? Choose the locations where you’re 
interested in purchasing a home and check out home prices 
in those areas. You don’t want to have your heart set on a 
location and come to find it is out of your budget. Determine 
what you like about certain areas, such as the school district, 
accessibility to work, and proximity to parks and restaurants. 
Your real estate agent can then help you narrow down more 
specific locations in which to focus your home search.

3. Create a list. Or create a few lists. Must-haves versus wish 
lists are critical, especially if you’re buying a home with 
someone else. What do you consider a non-negotiable? For 
you it may be a certain number of bedrooms or bathrooms. 
For someone else it may be a big yard. Do you dream of 
owning a home with a pool? Writing out the specifics not 
only helps you identify what is important to you and your 
family, it also helps your real estate agent determine what is 
on the market that fits those needs and wants.

4. Photos may be deceiving. Home photos, if done right, 
are often taken at the very best angle, in the best light, and 
sometimes with retouching. Photos of problem areas will not 
be posted, so keep an open mind when you find something 
online that you like. Room sizes may appear quite larger in 
a photo than in person—that’s why it’s important to work 
with your real estate agent to visit any home that may have 
potential. Your agent might also show you homes that may 
not have photographed well but are exactly what you’re 
looking for. Don’t be fooled by a real estate catfish!

5. Be open-minded and on your toes. There will likely be 
several buyers vying for a similar home in the same market 
as you. If you think you’ve found the perfect home, alert 
your real estate agent as soon as possible to go see it in 
person. Being quick, but smart, could help you secure the 
home of your dreams in a low-inventory market. If you do 
get outbid by another buyer, be patient—something is sure 
to come along!  

Continued on page 30 >
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• Home Evaluations 

• Professional Staging 

• Home Improvement  Analysis 

• Buyer Consultations 

• Pre-Approvals 

• Neighborhood Tours 

Moving can be complicated. 
 

When buying or selling a home, working with someone you trust can make all the 
difference. The Honeywill Team has been proudly serving the North Hills of Pittsburgh 
for over 30 years. We remain committed to providing each and every client with 
exceptional care and service, and we would be happy to do the same for you. 
 
Choose the Trusted Name in Real Estate. 
 

MLS data provided by Linda 
Honeywill, Associate Broker. 
Information is not complete  

or guaranteed. 

Recent 
Home 
Sales  

 
  Pine 

Richland 
School 
District 

 

THE  
HONEYWILL 
TEAM 

Office: (412) 847-2697  |  Direct: (412) 736-0112 

Linda@HoneywillTeam.com  |  NorthofPittsburgh.com 

Put my award-winning team to work for you. 
Call us at (412) 847-2697. 

Address           Built  Price 
 

110 Orchard Drive 2020 $1,850,000 
550 Macleod Dr 2004 $1,825,000 
533 Macleod Dr. 2012 $1,700,000 
3467 Palomino Dr. 1988 $1,700,000 
716 Parkview Dr 2004 $1,425,000 
219 Murrin Court  2021 $1,309,000 
529 Salem Heights Dr 2001 $1,300,000 
3655 Sandy Hill Rd 2002 $1,000,000 
123 Lyndhurst Circle 1997 $984,000 
314 Balsa Dr  2017 $975,000 
624 Tullamore Trail 2018 $975,000 
233 Whetherburn Dr 1998 $950,000 
147 Minnock Drive 2017 $930,000 
108 W Wild Cherry Dr 2001 $883,600 
112 Minnock Dr 2015 $879,000 
450 McKinney Rd 1994 $850,000 
105 Alder Dr  2017 $840,000 
3101 Wexford Rd 1968 $837,500 
119 Northbrook Dr 1992 $807,500 
1025 Tierra Vista Dr 2001 $800,000 

Address           Built  Price 
 

2011 West Grove Dr 1994 $799,900 
720 Mulkerrin Ct 2020 $781,000 
656 Shortline Court 2020 $774,600 
407 Magnolia Ct 2017 $750,000 
106 Tanglewood Drive 2003 $750,000 
1050 South Lake Dr 2005 $738,000 
118 Oakhaven Dr 1997 $733,500 
100 English Farm Dr 2008 $715,000 
95 Clover Ln  2008 $695,000 
2064 Old State Rd 2005 $689,000 
311 Honeybee Dr 2007 $682,000 
3064 White Pine Dr 1998 $650,000 
140 Tanglewood Dr 2003 $620,000 
115 Northbrook Drive 1988 $600,000 
113 Pinehurst Ln 1992 $585,500 
102 Ashford Court 1990 $565,000 
124 Oakhaven Drive 1998 $551,000 
512 Tree Line Dr. 2003 $550,000 
3034 Spruce Road  2021 $545,775 
5009 Willow Creek Ct 1994 $539,900 



Get REAL: A Real 
Estate Agent!

When you’re ready to make the biggest purchase of your 
life, or sell one of your biggest investments, it would be silly 
to go it alone. Having a real estate agent by your side means 
having an ally ready to work for you. Armed with knowledge 
of area neighborhoods, the local housing market, and buyers 
and sellers ready to make moves, a real estate agent can help 
guide you on the journey to a new home.

Whether you’re moving to a brand-new town, or just 
one town over, real estate agents are familiar with the 
surrounding community. They can inform you of the local 
school districts, shops and restaurants, or even pet-friendly 
neighborhoods that align with your needs and wants. Be 
sure your agent has a list of your must-haves and your wish 
list for a new home, as this will help in understanding exactly 
what you’re looking for and may even be able to expand your 
search beyond what you thought you had available to you.

Having an agent who is privy to insider community 
information is a perk but not the only thing real estate agents 
have to offer. They provide valuable access to the multiple 
listing service (MLS), other real estate professionals, 
mortgage lenders, home inspectors, attorneys, and 
title companies, allowing a streamlined home buying or 
selling process. Access to information that isn’t often public 
on home listings, such as square footage, seller disclosures, 
and HOA regulations, is also available to you through your 
real estate agent.

With a wealth of information from past experiences, 
colleagues, and connections in the field, and access to the 
MLS, real estate agents can provide you with a concrete 
foundation for making your home purchase. They’ll be able 
to identify whether something seems too good to be true, 
or if you’re getting all the facts. You can also count on your 
agent to develop an offer that reflects market value, negotiate 
on your behalf, and interact with the selling agent.

Continued on page 33 >

Real Estate Special Section Summer 2022

SHAPE UP BEFORE 
YOU SHIP OUT

If you’re ready to sell your home, be sure the tips below 
are checked off your list before you list!

• You only get one first impression! Clean up the exterior  
 of your home by adding plants or flowers for  
 curb appeal.

• Wash down the exterior of your home (everything  
 from siding to sidewalks) with a power washer or a  
 hose attachment sprayer.

• Clear out gutters and wash windows, allowing the sun  
 to brighten up your home.

• A fresh, neutral coat of paint and a new welcome mat  
 can dress up a front door for buyers.

• Update or add house numbers to your home so that  
 they are visible from the curb.

• Remove personal belongings from the entryway to  
 make it clutter-free and inviting.

• Reposition furniture to allow for the best use of space,  
 making rooms feel open.

• Don’t over-decorate a room. Leaving just enough  
 furniture in each room to show the purpose of the  
 room is key.

• Allow potential buyers to imagine themselves living  
 in each room by removing photographs of family,  
 personal sayings, and artwork.

• Allow as much natural light in as possible.

• Wipe down countertops and put away all small  
 appliances to show adequate counter space.

• Declutter cabinets, refrigerator, and pantry to allow for  
 a roomy look.

• Professionally clean carpets and flooring before  
 showing your home (and try to touch up before  
 each showing).

• Wipe down mirrors, countertops, and sink bowls.

• Re-caulk tubs, showers, and sinks.

• Close your toilet lid.

• Add natural scents with fresh flowers throughout the  
 house or by baking a batch of cookies (Yum!).

• Rooms should have fresh paint in neutral colors to  
 appeal to a wide range of buyers.

• Remove off-season clothing from your closets to show  
 more space.

• Clear out garage space to leave extra room for cars.

• Hide garbage cans and be sure to empty them before  
 a showing.

• Get ready to entertain some offers!
Continued on page 33 >
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It’s always smart to have a strategy when submitting an 
offer; however, in our current real estate climate some 
folks feel that waiving the home inspection makes their 
offer more appealing to sellers. This is not the case if the 

sellers are familiar with the real estate process. Buyers should 
definitely come to the table with their highest and best, but 
an inspection waiver is not in anyone’s best interest. You might 
think that my opinion is based on the fact that I want to drum 
up business for my company. Although I would be honored 
to be entrusted with your inspection should you need one, 
I’m happy to say that we are blessed with a consistently full 
schedule. With that said, let’s explore some other options, and 
benefits associated with them.

1.First of all, inspections were designed to help lessen 
post-closing litigation. If a buyer discovers an issue after 

closing, and there’s no formal documentation of conditions 
of the home prior to closing (home inspection report), this 
could end up in litigation for lack of seller’s disclosure. To help 
nip this in the bud, some sellers are opting for pre-inspections 
before listing the property for sale. They then decide to repair 
or replace items, or sell as-is with full disclosure to potential 
buyers.

2.A second option is for buyers to include a home 
inspection in their offer for informational purposes 

only; this would mean that the offer is not contingent upon 
satisfactory results. There are other decisions that go hand-in-
hand with this option, all of which should be discussed with 
your real estate agent. One example is hand money; buyers 
must decide how much helps the offer look strong, yet is 
reasonably comfortable to lose should they walk away after the 
inspection. Remember, the agreement is not conditional upon 
the inspection report; therefore, hand money might not be 
returned to the buyer.

3. Another option would be to include the inspection 
contingency, but with a high enough ceiling that the 

seller feels confident they won’t be nickel-dimed. A high 
dollar amount would show that the buyer is willing to assume 
anything up to that ceiling; anything over that amount would 
be negotiable, but hand money is refunded should the buyer 

walk away within the agreement parameters because conditions 
were not met. Agents can promote this confidently with a solid 
amount of hand money. It shows that the buyer is serious but 
not leaving themselves or the sellers open for extra liabilities.

Feel free to reach out to us for many more tips, or if you have 
specific questions: KeyToPeaceOfMind.com or 412.657.2191.

Our mission: To provide 
a fair, honest evaluation of 
each home we inspect; to 
provide a thorough, easy-
to-understand report of 
our findings to enable our 
clients and their agents to 
make educated decisions 
throughout
their transaction. For over 
thirty-five years, we’ve
been creating a community 
where those who enter feel
secure knowing they are 
guided with true integrity
and harmony.

In Multiple-Offer SituationsIn Multiple-Offer Situations
33  Quick TipsQuick Tips  

INDUSTRY INSIGHT  HOME INSPECTION  SPONSORED CONTENT
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Julie Snider 
Achieve Realty, Inc.

One of Julie’s best qualities is being an expert problem 
solver! To do this, she has to be a great analyzer…and 
that she is! She understands how to read and analyze 
a real estate contract so there are no surprises for her 

clients throughout the process. Julie works hard for her buyers 
and sellers to ensure that they get to the closing table. After all, 
that’s the goal for all, and Julie’s focus is always with the client’s 
best interest in mind.

If you are looking for your hometown realtor, one who knows 
real estate and knows the community, look no further than Julie 
Snider. She is a Pine-Richland and Penn State University grad, 
with 11 years of real estate experience. Julie also lives in Wexford 
with her husband and two sons. She is active in the community 
while she also works hard to raise her family here.

“Every real estate transaction is so different,” says Julie. For 
this reason, another of her great qualities is patience. She works 
hard to assist first-time homebuyers and the senior population 
to secure their nests. She holds both the SRES (Seniors Real 
Estate Specialist) and ABR (Accredited Buyers Representative) 
accreditations. These two niches have certainly been a big part 
of Julie’s portfolio, although she has clients in all timeframes of 
life.

The market is very complicated right now and you will 
appreciate having Julie Snider’s knowledge and experience 
to assist you. To find out more about Julie, with no obligation, 
please reach out at 412.352.8941. Julie’s office at Achieve Realty, 
Inc. is located at 11676 Perry Highway, Suite 3101, Wexford, PA 
15090. The office phone number is 724.933.1980. Find Julie on 
Facebook @JulieHousePgh.

Wexford Professional Building III
11676 Perry Hwy., Ste. 3101, Wexford, PA 15090

PA#RB065444

A Rare Combination of 
Knowledge & Patience!

FIND YOUR 
NEW NEST!

We chose Julie because of a very good past experience with our 
old house. Julie made things simple to understand, very clear, and 
we felt as though she listened to our questions and concerns. Julie is 
very personable and after helping us sell two houses, she almost felt 
like a family member. Julie is a very savvy realtor. She was always 
up-front with us as clients and honest in her concerns regarding the 
selling of our house.

— Janet D. in Franklin Park.
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PATIO COMMUNITIES 
OFFER MORE THAN 
JUST PATIOS

Patio homes, also known as carriage homes or garden homes, 
have been gaining popularity among both first-time homebuyers 
and empty nesters for the growing appeal of single-story, low-
maintenance living. There are major differences between owning 
a single-family home and a patio home, but those differences 
could be exactly what you are looking for in a new home that’s 
right for you. Whether you are looking to downsize, or to 
purchase your first home, it’s helpful to know what makes patio homes so attractive to buyers.

Single-family homes provide owners with a sense of privacy—with no shared walls, floors, or yards. This varies greatly from the 
offerings of a patio home. Patio homes have some similarities to condos and townhomes, including a shared wall and lawn, but 
differ slightly. Townhomes are typically two to three stories, while condos may be one to two. Patio homes max out at one-level 
living—sometimes including a loft, but the aim is for all amenities to be on one floor. This appeals to those looking for a home with 
a smaller footprint and without stairs. Patio homes also offer the sense of a close-knit community of people through shared lawns, 
amenities, and close living quarters.

But the biggest difference isn’t what’s on the inside, but what’s on the outside. Townhome and condo owners typically only 
own the interior of the housing unit, while patio home ownership also includes the lot that the property sits on. Although 
patio homeowners own their land, many communities have a homeowner association, or HOA, that you contribute to for 
hiring companies to provide lawn care and maintenance. If you’re looking for low-maintenance living but a strong sense 
of community, a patio home might be for you.  n

WANT TO KNOW HOW 
MUCH YOUR HOME IS 
WORTH? Call me!

Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group 
LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 

BRIAN GIERL, REALTOR®
Office: 412-366-1600
Cell: 412-498-1552
Visit BrianGierl.com

• Life Long Pittsburgh Resident
• Full Time Realtor • Relocation Expert

Your Local Buying & Selling Expert 
with a Global Reach

SPRING/SUMMER  
HOME MAINTENANCE
1. Check decks, patios, porches 

for loose stairs & railings 
and wood surfaces for 
weathering & paint failures. 

2. Trim back all tree limbs & 
other vegetation from roof.

3. Check window and door 
screens. Replace or repair if 
needed. 

4. Check driveway, walkway 
& patios for cracks or 
deterioration–reseal or repair 
as needed. 

1

2
3

4
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Live an Abundant Life®

Overbrook Pointe
Senior-Living Apartments

A community for active adults 55 and older.  
With the variety of living options o�ered,  

residents of Overbrook Pointe can benefit from  
the services and amenities most important  

to an independent way of life. 

Overbrook Pointe, part of the St. John Community,  
is located at 1500 Graham Way, at the corner of  

Route 228 & Pittsburgh Street, Mars, PA 

Spaces limited.
For more information, call today.

724-687-3372

Live an Abundant Life®

www.lutheranseniorlife.org

Like us on 
Facebook

Welcome Home To…

As part of the St. John Community in Mars, Overbrook Pointe 
offers independent living options for adults 55 and older. Enjoy a 
maintenance-free lifestyle with easy access to restaurants, boutiques, 
banks, pharmacies and places to worship.

Overview
• One-bedroom apartments  

with den option
• Two-bedroom apartments  

with deluxe options

• Fully equipped kitchen  
and laundry

• Secure entry 
• Balcony or patio

Amenities 
• Maintenance-free living at  

your fingertips
• Bistro-style dining

• Fitness room
• Lounges for entertaining
• Outdoor patio

Welcome Home To…

Overbrook Pointe
Independent Living Apartments for Seniors

724-687-3372
www.lutheranseniorlife.org

Call Anny at 412-406-8611
For the North Hills Area

VAN DRIVERS
$17/HOUR

SEDAN DRIVERS $14/HOUR
FULL TIME, YEAR-ROUND + BENEFITS

HIRING FULL & 
PART TIME DRIVERS

•	 Paid Time Off 
•	 $4,000 Full Time/ 

$2,000 Part Time 
Sign On Bonus

•	 Health, Dental, 
Vision Insurance

•	 401K
•	 Flexible Schedule
•	 Overtime 

Available
•	 No CDL Required

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Dallas, TX1601917

Making you our #1 priority is what’s 
made State Farm® #1* in auto insurance. 
I’m here to listen to your needs and to 
help life go right.  
CALL ME TODAY.

Putting you 
first made us 
#1.

* Based on written premium as  
reported by SNL Financial 2014.

Capriotti Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shannen Capriotti, Agent
1158 Pittsburgh Rd
Valencia, PA  16059
Bus: 724-898-1954
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“Lean forward and 
backward… feel the 
stretch,” instructs physical therapist 
assistant Nancy Thenthongkham. “Open your 
arms and close them. Breathe in, and breathe 
out.” Residents of the Lutheran SeniorLife 
Passavant Community listen intently while 
following Thenthongkam’s commands during 
a recent Urban Poles exercise class. 

Nordic walking, also referred to as “urban 
poles,” is a low-impact, full-body workout. 
According to a recent Harvard Medical 
School blog, walking with urban poles burns 
more calories and works more muscles 
than conventional walking. It combines 
cardiovascular exercise with a vigorous 
muscle workout for your shoulders, arms, 
core, and legs.

Rehabilitation Services of Lutheran 
SeniorLife recently expanded its use of urban 
poles across the system as a way to improve 
the overall health and safety of patients and 
residents.

“When you walk without poles, you 
activate muscles below the waist. When you 
walk with poles, you activate the muscles of 
the upper body,” explains Christine Namey, 
director of rehabilitation services. “You’re 
engaging the majority of the muscles in your 
body, as opposed to 50 percent of the body, 
providing an important calorie-burning 
benefit.”

Namey recognizes the benefits of urban 
poles and is thrilled to expand services: “We 
have witnessed firsthand the effectiveness 
of urban poles in our therapy department. 

It helps patients become more stable 
and stronger over time. By adding poles 
to our fitness classes, residents have the 
opportunity to challenge themselves and 
improve their overall health and fitness.”

“Use of poles also helps those suffering 
from the effects of Parkinson’s disease, 
explained Thenthongkham. “Using the poles 
can allow Parkinson’s patients to move more 
upright, allow them to breathe better, and 
improve balance.”

Thenthongkham, who recently became 
certified as an instructor to teach the 
correct technique in the use of urban poles, 
recognized the benefits for residents as well 
as those seeking outpatient therapy. “The 
poles give older exercisers an advantage 
by giving them two extra points of stability. 
They also improve posture, strengthen a 
person’s core, improve balance, and increase 
confidence,” she says.

“People tend to become more sedentary, 
and it’s a way to get people more active,” 
explains physical therapist and geriatrics 
specialist Nicole Corsi. “Using the poles 
increases your heart rate quicker and helps 
turn walking into a whole-body exercise 
rather than just using your legs.”

According to Namey, the poles will be 
made available at all Lutheran SeniorLife 
facilities, including the LIFE programs in 
Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, and Lawrence 
counties. “We actually use them in physical 
therapy and occupational therapy in our 
outpatient, skilled nursing, and home health 
programs,” she says.

Passavant resident Joan Gill, 99, who was 
taking her second class, liked the poles so 
much that she purchased her own set. “I had 
COVID-19 and part of me getting better was 
exercising,” she explained. In a recent class, 
Gill demonstrated the use of the poles as 
she pretended to kayak through the center. 
“Watch out,” she exclaimed, “I am moving…” 

Indeed, Gill is moving, and with the use of 
urban poles continues to live an Abundant 
Life.

To learn more about Lutheran SeniorLife 
Rehabilitation Services or Passavant 
Community, visit lutheranseniorlife.org.

Passavant resident Joan Gill.

Urban Poles exercise class 
at Passavant Community.

Physical Therapist Assistant Nancy Thenthongkham 
with Passavant resident Lois Clayton.

Lutheran SeniorLife Rehabilitation 
Services Adopts Urban Poles

PINE-RICHLAND     ❘     SUMMER 2022    35



Students Recognized in Scholar Program
Nine Pine-Richland High School seniors, who were 

named semifinalists in the 2022 National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation program, are being named finalists. They include 
Kevin Frenz, Ethan Jancy, Nicholas Labuda, Eliana Lazzaro, 
Tadg Manna, Andrew Ni, Jeffrey Ock, Anabel Peasah and 
Amish Sethi. They are among 15,000 finalists who were 
notified of their updated status on February 7, in the 67th 
annual National Merit Scholarship Program. In addition, 
seniors Audrey Dekunder, Matthew Farmar, Christopher 
Fisher, Rand Hasan, Robert Helmsen, Patricia Holmes, Negein 
Immen, Ayden Lamparski, Colby Ohlund, Colin Ohlund, Justin 
Puthenpurayil, Jessica Stella, Callie Stoltz and Carolyn Williams 
were named commended in the scholar program. 

Students Selected for PMEA All-State  
Programs

The Pennsylvania Music Educators Association announced that 
three Pine-Richland High School students are being selected for the 
PMEA All-State programs. They include Grace Hazlett for orchestra, 
Gabby Boudreau for band and Nora Russell for choir. Nora was 
chosen for a third consecutive time, which is rare. PMEA All-State 
programs will take place from April 6-9. Several Pine-Richland 
students participated in the students who participated in the 2022 
PMEA District 1 Elementary Band Festival at Hampton Middle School 
on March 4-5. They included Eden Hall Upper Elementary sixth-
graders Kieran Anderson, Zoey Campbell, Andrew Cassisi, Emily 
Maleckar, Marissa Mann, Maryn McDowell, Max Tamburri and  
Samuel Welliver.

Students Earn Theater Honors Through 
Pittsburgh Public Theater

Pine-Richland High School sophomores earned honorable 
mentions in the Pittsburgh Public Theater Shakespeare 
Monologue & Scene Contest in February 2022. They included 
Chloe Kassalen (Isabella), Measure for Measure; Lauren King 
(Helena), A Midsummer Night’s Dream; Sydney Rovnan (Cleopatra), 
Antony and Cleopatra; Brianna Thel (Hermione), The Winter’s Tale; 
and Madelyn Walzer (Hamlet), Hamlet. The students participated 
under the direction of Pine-Richland High School Teacher 
Michelle Bruno, who helped host a workshop on January 27 to 
prep for the contest.

2022 National Merit Scholars

PMEA High School 2022 (L-R) Gabby Boudreau, Grace Hazlett and Nora Russell 
have been selected for PMEA All-State programs.

Left to Right: Eden Hall Upper Elementary School students Maryn McDowell,  
Max Tamburri, Andrew Cassisi, Zoey Campbell, Samuel Welliver, Kieran Anderson, 
Marissa Mann and Emily Maleckar performed at the PMEA District 1 Elementary 
Band Festival.

Students prep for Pittsburgh Public Theater Shakespeare Monologue & Scene 
Contest.

Team Places Second in Home Builders 
Student Competition

A.W. Beattie’s four-person Carpentry and Building Construction 
team earned second place in the Secondary – Construction 
Management category of the National Association of Home 
Builders (NAHB) Student Competition in Orlando, FL. Pine-
Richland High School senior Graydon Sherron earned the 
accolades along with team members from Northgate and 
North Allegheny. The career center’s teams have placed 
fourth or better for five consecutive years. Forty-five teams 
representing universities, community colleges, high schools 
and career technical schools across the U.S. participated in the 
annual student competition. During the fall semester, students 
form teams and prepare a written proposal to solve real-life 
construction management problems. 
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PRHS Bocce Team Competes at States
In the first year as a team, the Pine-Richland High School Bocce Team 

finished fifth at states and the regular season with only one loss. The PRHS 
teams had to play each other in the division final, one placing first and the 
other placing second in the division (which is rare for both teams to make it 
this far). The first-place team competed at states on March 24. The two teams 
placed first in the Northeast Division Semifinals playoff round earning finalist 
spots to play in the Northeast Division on March 3.

Athletes include Ian Fischer, Brett Jaksec, Eric Bilger, Cody Day,  
Ben Dudkowski, and Abram Morris. Their partners include Emma Hohos, Avery Hoffman, Leah Martin, Morgan Neuner, Mia Orsini and 
Cole Silipo. The head coach is Tracey Settembrino and assistant coaches include Alicia Metzger and Kristen Pinkerton. As you may know, 
the bocce program began this year at PRHS (2021-2022). The program fosters social inclusion, improves health and fitness, and develops 
character, life skills and self-esteem.

Cadets Earn First Overall at 
Competition

The Pine-Richland High School/Mars 
AFJROTC program earned first place 
overall at the Parkersburg South Drill Meet, 
sponsored by the South Park Regional Air 
Force Association. In addition, the cadets 
earned the following awards.

• 1st Place in Uniform Inspection  
 commanded by Cadet Cait Howard

• 1st Place in Varsity Unarmed Drill Team  
 commanded by Cadet Cait Howard

• 1st Place in JV Unarmed Drill Team  
 commanded by Cadet Jaden Persuad

• 2nd Place in JV Armed Drill Team  
 commanded by Cadet Jack Harris

• 2nd Place in JV Color Guard  
 commanded by Cadet Alanna Shaw

Chief Michael Gasparetto said the cadets 
dominated in the knockout competition. 
Winners included Cadet Kenzie Roy, who 
earned first place; Cadet Nate Huerbin, 
who earned second place; and Cadet 
Tyler Brown, who earned third place. 
Major Michael Morrison and Chief Michael 
Gasparetto oversee the AF-JROTC program, 
which began in 2010 at Pine-Richland High 
School. For the first time in August 2018, 
the program was opened up to all Mars 
Area High School students grades 9-12 
thanks to a cross-town agreement.

On March 12, the Pine-Richland High 
School/Mars AFJROTC program Varsity 
Drill Team participated in the Tecumseh 
High School Air Force JROTC Regional Drill 
Meet, which is the launching pad to the 
Nationals in both Dayton, OH and Daytona 
Beach, FL. The team competed in four of 
seven events and qualified for nationals 
for the first time in the AFJROTC program 
history. The cadets earned second place for 
Female Color Guard category, commanded 
by Cadet Jasmine Christner, first place in 
the Varsity Armed Drill Team category, 
commanded by Cadet Emma Terpstra and 
Cadet Isabella Christner placed in Top 10 
Knockout category. Major Michael Morrison 
and Chief Michael Gasparetto oversee the 
AF-JROTC program, which began in 2010 
at Pine-Richland High School. For the first 
time in August 2018, the program was 
opened up to all Mars Area High School 
students grades 9-12 thanks to a cross-
town agreement.

Prime Stage Nominates 
PRHS Students for Drama 
Awards

Pine-Richland High School students 
earned nominations in the 2nd Annual 
Prime Stage High School Drama Awards 
program for their play “The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.” 
Nominees and awards include Best Actor: 
11th-grader Noah Moskala & 12th-grader 
David Trent; Best Actress: 11th-grader 
Brynn Surloff & ninth-grader Jillian Uzelac; 
Best Supporting Actress: 11th-grader 
Gwendolyn Roman, ninth-grader Kiera 

Moskala & 11th-grader Katarina Walko; 
Best Student Stage Manager: 12th-grader 
Zoe Katres; Best Student Lighting Design: 
Team (12th-graders Nathan Cottrell, Gavin 
Neill, and Daniel Ford, and ninth-graders 
Alexis Verba & Wesley Wright); Best Student 
Prop Design: ninth-grader Ava Malara; Best 
Student Use of Creative Technical Effects: 
Team (12th-grader Nathan Cottrell & 
11th-grader Jack Exline); and Best Student 
Sound Design: Team (12th-graders Zachary 
Baic, Patrick Jones, & Carson Kopp & 10th-
grader Jordan Becker). Winners will be 
announced in April of 2022.

PRHS Named One of Elite 
8 Teams in International 
Debate Program

The Brewer Foundation and New York 
University announced Pine-Richland 
High School is one of the “Elite 8” teams 
for the Annual International Public 
Policy Forum – the first and only contest 
that gives high school students around 
the world the opportunity to engage 
in written and oral debates on issues 
of public policy. Seniors Miles Brown, 
Matthew Farmar, Tadg Manna, Andrew 
Ni, Amish Sethi and Callie Stoltz make 
up the 2021-2022 Pine-Richland High 
School Team, under the direction of 
PRHS Teacher Jeff Byko. The competition 
begins in October, as teams submit 
qualifying round essays on the IPPF 
topic. The teams are invited to engage 
in a single-elimination, written debate 
tournament — volleying essays back 
and forth via email. The top eight teams 
earn an all-expenses-paid trip to the IPPF 
Finals in New York City. This international 
contest is open to all schools – public 
and private – for free. Teams compete 
for awards and scholarships. The IPPF 
World Champion wins a $10,000 grand 
prize. A panel reviews the essays in the 
order they are presented and selects the 
advancing teams.

(L-R) Seniors Matthew Farmar, Amish Sethi, Miles 
Brown, Andrew Ni Tadg Manna and Callie Stoltz 
make up the Elite 8 Team at PRHS.

PRHS/MAHS cadets compete in drill meet.

2021-2022 PRHS Bocce Team Competes at States.
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What is Happening This Summer at the Library?
NORTHERN TIER LIBRARY

Bookmobile Service
Bookmobile Hours:

Pine Tree Shoppes in Wexford Friday 
12:30 to 2:45 p.m.

Pine Community Center
Monday 2 to 3 p.m.

Northern Tier Library
Richland Center, 4015 Dickey Road, 

Gibsonia, PA 15044
724.449.2665   |   northerntierlibrary.org

Library Hours:
Monday - Wednesday – 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursday - Saturday – 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday – Closed

Pine Center 
PRHS, 700 Warrendale Road,

Gibsonia, PA 15044
724.625.5655

Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

2:45 to 5:30 p.m.

n LAUNCH OF NEW 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
LIBRARIES MOBILE 
APP

The new Allegheny 
County Libraries mobile 
app launched on Tuesday, March 29. With 
the mobile app, you can:

• Create a digital library card that can  
 be used when visiting the library in  
 person

• Link a child’s card, allowing for  
 convenient access to multiple accounts

• Self check-out items from the Northern  
 Tier Library and other county libraries

 
n PLANT AND GARDEN SALE

Our plant sale is back—
including our Garden Party! 
Get ready for your best 
garden ever!

Sale Hours: 
Friday, May 20, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, May 21, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 
n NTRLBOOKS: OUR ONLINE 
BOOKSTORE

Whether you’re looking for James 
Patterson’s newest release, a picture book 
to share with a child, or a treasured book 
memory, our online bookstore is the place 
for you! Books will be available year-round 
for purchase and your purchases will then 
be available for pick up at Northern Tier 
whenever it is convenient for you! All sales 
benefit the library, so please check out 
our online used bookstore at ntrlbooks.
myshopify.com.

 

n SUMMER LEARNING AT THE LIBRARY 
– MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

The start of our Summer Learning 
Program will be Monday, June 13. We 
will be offering eight packed weeks of 
programming for all ages! Read books, 
stop by the library and complete different 
activities for the chance to win prizes. Check 
out the Summer edition of our newsletter 
in June for more details and a calendar of all 
activities.

 
n TAKE-HOME CRAFTS

Tuesdays through  May 31
Kids of all ages are invited 

to enjoy a simple weekly 
take-home craft! Please 
call or register online to reserve a supply 
kit that can be picked up on Tuesdays and 
enjoyed at home. 

 
n THE WEEKLY PROJECT

Tuesdays through May 31
The Weekly Project features a variety 

of activities like cooking, crafting, art and 
STEM. Each week will showcase a different 
project for children to work on with their 
families. Please call or register online to 
reserve a supply kit that can be picked up 
on Tuesdays and enjoyed at home. 

 
n FRESH AIR STORY & PLAYTIME

Join us on Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings on the library’s side lawn behind 
the book drops! 

• Wednesdays through 
  June 1 at 10:30 a.m.
• Thursdays through 
  June 2 at 10:30 a.m.
We ask families to bring a blanket or 

camping chair to sit on the grass. We also 
encourage rattles or noise-making toys to 
play along with the music, although we’ll 
have some to lend as well. We’ll share songs, 
rhymes and books! Families will take home 
an activity kit or craft each week. In case of 

bad weather, we’ll host the storytime in the 
library’s upstairs program room. 

This series is for toddlers, preschoolers 
and their families. Please let us know you’re 
coming by registering for each date you 
plan to attend.

 

n ROBOTICS & CODING CLUB
Stop by the library to engage with a  

variety of toys and tools that allow you to  
develop your skills in robotics, programming 
and coding. We’ll offer access to educational 
items that will encourage kids and adults 
alike to learn the basics of coding and 
programming. 

This self-guided program will be open  
to patrons on Monday, May 30, from  
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

This is a drop-in program for all ages, so 
patrons are welcome to join for as little or as 
much as they like, but we ask for registration 
so we know you’re coming.

 The Northern Tier Library aims to  
provide resources that inspire, inform, 

educate and entertain the public. 
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The Northern Tier Library aims to provide resources that inspire, 
inform, educate, and entertain the public. 

 



A
guaVivir is the area’s premier provider of professional 
hydration and vitamin infusion therapy and aesthestic 
services.. It was conceived during the height of the Covid 
pandemic as more people realized the critical importance of 
fortifying their body with the vitamins, minerals, and amino 

acids needed to maintain good health. The company was founded by 
Greg Wolf, a 40-year veteran in health care. The practitioners in the 
AguaVivir lounge include Registered Nurses or Advanced Practice Nurse 
Practitioners, and Physician Assistants. 

The AguaVivir lounge is a unique combination of high quality 
clinical care provided in a luxurious spa atmosphere. The company 
uses only the highest quality vitamins and nutrients prepared by its 
503b pharmacy mixed at the time of service to meet the guest’s unique 
personal needs. AguaVivir also provides mobile service to individuals 
in their homes, and travels to businesses to serve employees. AguaVivir 
hosts events such as Bridal parties, Corporate Retreats, and pre or post 
athletic events, etc. 

IV INFUSION
The human body might struggle with vitamin insufficiency. When 

certain systems require a greater workload, fuel delivery will be shifted 
away from one location to attend to a more critical biological function. 
As a result, the body is functioning at a deficit and must constantly play 
a game of “catch-up” in order to function. IV infusion ensures complete 
absorption of vitamins and minerals required for optimal function. 
AguaVivir infusion (IV) therapy consists of a saline solution and various 
vitamins, minerals, and amino acids most important to the individual’s 
specific needs and health goals. IV therapy takes roughly 30-40 minutes 
and has immediate benefits as critical vitamins are made immediately 
bioavailable to cells via the blood stream.

AguaVivir Guests can choose from a “menu” of eleven basic 
“drips” that help with rehydration, workout recovery, performance 
enhancement, PMS, headaches, immunity function, skin, hair, nail 
health, brain fog, seasonal affect disorder, fatigue, and more. 

TRANSDERMAL PATCHES (FOR THE NEEDLE AVERSE)
For the needle averse crowd, AguaVivir also offers a selection of 

Transdermal Patches that can be placed on the skin and out of sight, 
providing lasting time-release vitamin therapy. A Transdermal Patch is 
a vitamin-enriched adhesive patch placed on the skin that delivers a 
specific dose of vitamins through the skin and into the bloodstream. 
The advantage of a transdermal vitamin patch is that the vitamin 
content does not have to pass through the stomach lining, allowing 

SPONSORED CONTENT  BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT  SPONSORED CONTENT

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTHTAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH

the benefits of the vitamins in the 
patch to be felt more quickly and 
the body to absorb a larger portion 
of vitamins than occurs with oral 
supplements.

AESTHETIC SERVICES
AguaVivir aesthetic specialists treat areas such as the Forehead, 

Frown Lines, Crow’s Feet, Nasolabial Folds, and Marionette Lines. An 
aesthetic specialist can also provide treatment that enhances the shape 
of the skin and fill in depressions caused by scars, injuries and wrinkles. 

Book online, stop by or call 724.719.6155! AguaVivir is conveniently 
located in the Village at Pine at 280 Market Lane in Wexford.

Visit their website to learn more at aguavivir.com.  
Hours: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat 9-5; Weds 9-7; Sun 9-3; Closed Tuesdays.

SECOND LOCATION COMING THIS SUMMER TO  
PENN AVENUE IN SHADYSIDE
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If it’s been a while since you’ve 
ventured downtown to Pittsburgh’s 
historic Strip District, well, you might 

not quite recognize it! Don’t worry—the 
nostalgia is still there, but with a new look.   

A little over a year ago, the Strip District 
reopened, introducing “The Terminal,” 
which is said to balance the needs of the 
future with the pleasures of the past. The 
revitalization provides a mix of retail, 
dining and office, and uniquely offers 
an aesthetic experience with spotlights 
on local and contemporary art. It’s 
pedestrian-focused and easy to enjoy with 
something for just about anyone’s tastes, 
and new businesses continue to open 
frequently.

The reimagined space—almost 100 years  
old and once known as “the produce 
terminal”—spans from 16th to 21st streets  
along Smallman Street. The revitalization 
project was taken on by McCaffery 
Interests, Inc. with several other upgrades 
to the area in progress, including extending  
the existing terminal docks to create 
outdoor dining and activity areas at each 
of the new pedestrian passageways at 17th, 

18th and 20th streets. Additionally, new 
ramps and stairs with integrated bench 
seating will give visitors a comfortable 
spot to enjoy the exciting vibe of the Strip 
District. 

New events, festivals and programs are 
being scheduled often, and plans to feature 
live, local performers—everything from 
musicians to jugglers to cartoonists—are 
in full swing. “Terminal Tuesdays” offer 
deals and discounts each week, and 
fitness classes of every variety are options 
regularly. As if that’s not enough, a farmers 
market takes place on the third Saturday of 
each month and a Women-Owned Market 
and Concert Series will be held June 
through September.  

All of this and more are just a few of the 
great reasons to consider a trip to the Strip 
this summer!  n

Take a Trip 
to the Strip 
The Terminal 
has revitalized 
Pittsburgh’s Strip 
District while 
making sure to 
preserve its rich 
history.

BurghBurgh
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BurghBurgh PLANNING
IS YOUR BEST
COVERAGE
■	 Home & Automobile Insurance
■	 Coverage you can customize to meet 

your needs
■	 Contact me for a free coverage review

Call 412.212.1229 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your 
agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange 
and other affiliated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete 
listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in 
all states. Coverage is not available in all states.

J. Scott Davis
Your Local Agent
146 GRANT AVE
MILLVALE, PA 15209
JDAVIS5@FARMERSAGENT.COM

WE PAY TOP 
DOLLAR FOR GUN 

COLLECTIONS!
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY!  

WE HAVE AMMO! 
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

Inventory updated in real-time on our website!

veronagunsafe.com  |  412.826.8112  |  sales@veronagunsafe.com 
716 Allegheny River Boulevard, Verona, 15147  |    |  cash and check

GLENSHAW
S T E E L  S U P P L Y  A N D  F A B R I C A T I O N

STEEL • STAINLESS • ALUMINUM
Shapes, Sheets, Plates, Tubing, Protection Posts, Beams, Mesh

NO MINIMUMS  |  PIECES CUT TO SIZE

412-486-0885    www.glenshawsteel.com 
1120 Wm. Flynn Hwy (route 8), Glenshaw, PA 15116  

(across from Glenshaw Glass)
Fax 412-486-1035    glenshawsteel@yahoo.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• HANDRAIL 
FABRICATION 
& REPAIR 
OR CODE 
COMPLIANCE

• STEEL & 
ALUMINUM 
LANDSCAPE 
EDGING

• LEAD SHOT 
7 1/2 & 8

FREE ESTIMATES • YEAR ROUND INSTALLATIONS

A current 
issue 

of this 
magazine 

is also 
available 
online.

icmags.com



Register for 
our Jump 

Start Clinics  
TODAY!

One month 
of progress in 
just one week!

Goldfish Swim School – Wexford is Celebrating 8 Years  
of Keeping Children Safer In & Around the Water!

School of the Year 2021 • IFA Franchise Leaders Award Winner

Goldfish Swim School is the premier learn-to-swim facility for kids ages 4 months to  
12 years. We use our holistic philosophy, The Science of SwimPlay®, to build life skills both  

in and out of the water using play-based learning in a fun and safe environment. 

Now 3 Open Locations!
WEXFORD | 724.799.8850
PETERS TOWNSHIP | 724.942.SWIM
FOX CHAPEL | 412.968.6100
goldfishswimschool.com |  
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