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Bullying Prevention 

Program is Unveiled 

 

 

   The School-Wide Geography 

Bee hosted by the PRMS GATE 

Department in November was a 

success with 72 students 

participating. The following 

students were the school 

winners: 

1st Place: Cooper Snyder 7 

2nd Place:  Trevor Russell 8 

3rd Place: Danny Larrimer 8 

4th Place:  Dalton Hasley 7 

5th Place:Anthony Zhang 8 

6th Place:  Matt Di  8 

7th Place:Justin Rossmiller7                

8th Place:Joshua Pantanowitz 8 

 9th Place:  Mahak Sethi 7 

10th Place:  Gillian Brachocki   7 

 

 

Geography Bee 

Winners  

 

 

 

W
hat is M

r. 

Kantz up to? 

See page 
5! 

Winners of the Geography Bee  

Cooper Snyder, Trevor Russell, and  

Danny Larrimer 



Elements and Principles of 

Design and the Pennsylvania 

State Standards for Art 

Education. Students are 

evaluated by the teacher using an 

art assessment rubric. The rubric 

emphasizes classroom effort and 

art techniques taught and 

demonstrated.  

   Things that students must 

know: 

1.      Project Storage Area: 

Each class or student will be 

assigned a folder/Portfolio for art 

project storage. If we are working 

on three-dimensional work (clay 

or Sculpture) we will store them in 

the yellow cabinets. 

2.      Dress: Plan on getting 

messy in class.  Students can 

bring in an old shirt or apron to 

wear. 

3.     Quality: The teachers will 

monitor and assist all students 

during the creative art process. 

Every student is an artist….no 

matter how good or bad they think 

they are……they are expected to 

Why Study Art? 

   Art is all around you, from the 

paintings on the walls of 

museums to the packaging of 

products and designs of cars. Art 

touches our lives every day.  

   Everyone can learn to create 

and appreciate art. Educational 

research has proven that 

participation in art classes 

enhances students’ creativity and 

increases their critical thinking 

and problem solving skills (the 

district STEAM initiative). The 

study of art enables students to 

understand past histories and 

cultures.  

    Art classes offer students many 

opportunities to creatively express 

themselves. In the end, students 

should create art because the act 

of creating is intrinsically 

satisfying and FUN!             

    Art is a nine week course for 

both the 7th and 8th grades. 

Students will engage in both 2D 

and 3D projects using various 

mediums, always covering the 

produce quality work that 

represents their best effort. 

Writing About Art:  Students will 

assess their learning through 

written reflections or artist 

statements on all projects. This 

kind of personal self evaluation is 

a significant part of improving 

artistic skills. 

Lecture and Discussion Time: 

This is an important part of class. 

Teachers will engage students 

with lectures, demonstrations and 

videos. Often looking at peer or 

teacher generated art projects or 

slides are of great benefit. 

Teachers ask for respectful 

silence during this type of activity. 

A question and answer time will 

follow.  

Clean Up: Cleaning up is a daily 

activity. All students are expected 

to pick up after themselves. No 

student is allowed to leave the art 

room until the room or their area 

is properly cleaned.      

    

Basics of the Visual Arts Course at PRMS 

Support period in the middle 

school.  High school counselors 

will present similar information to 

the students.  Students will be 

encouraged to review the Program 

of Studies with their parents and 

have a strong idea of the courses 

they wish to take in 9th grade.  

Students will register for their 9th 

grade courses during the week of 

March 4th.  Students on team 8A 

will schedule on Monday, March 4.  

Students on team 8B will schedule 

on Tuesday, March 5.  Students on 

team 8C will schedule on 

Wednesday, March 6.  All students 

will make their scheduling choices 

during their English class.  Parents 

will then receive notification of 

     Attention parents of 8th grade 

students: the high school will begin 

the scheduling process for future 

9th grade students in the upcoming 

weeks.  There will be a parent 

informational meeting scheduled 

for Tuesday, February 26 at 6:30 

p.m. in the high school auditorium.  

Counselors and administrators will 

discuss the scheduling process, the 

Program of Studies, and answer 

parent questions.  There will also 

be a breakout session following the 

presentation for parents to get 

answers on more specific 

questions.  High school counselors 

will then meet with the entire 8th 

grade class on Wednesday, 

February 27 during the Academic 

their child's course selections after 

reviewed by the high school 

counselors.  Students will ONLY 

be permitted to schedule for 

courses in which they meet the 

academic prerequisites, as listed in 

the high school Program of Studies.  

The Program of Studies is located 

on the high school website or by 

clicking: www.pinerichland.org/

cms/lib07/PA01001138/Centricity/

Domain/59/1213hsprogstudies.pdf  

If you have questions about the 

scheduling process, please contact 

the high school guidance office at 

724-625-4444 ext. 3# 

    

 Scheduling for High School Courses 
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them.  Students will post 

positive feedback and peer edit 

as they read each other's work. 

     In German we will be 

comparing the use of subjects 

and direct objects.  This 

reinforces their knowledge of 

previously learned information in 

their English classes.  

Furthermore, (and what I am 

really excited about...) we will be 

learning about Berlin, it's 

tumultuous history and present 

time Berlin.  Students will be 

reading a short book in German 

about Felix, a boy growing up in 

Berlin.  Very excited, indeed!     

   

 

     The French classes will be 

celebrating Black History month 

in February with a lesson on 

Josephine Baker, her friendship 

with Princess Grace Kelly of 

Monaco and how they risked 

their lives to save Jews from the 

Holocaust.  This is not a very 

well known part of history but 

one of Mrs. Kelly’s favorites.  

We will also discuss Baker's 

feeling that France was a color 

blind nation and why she chose 

to live there for a good part of 

her life.  Our culminating activity 

will be to write a French 

cinquain on this theme and post 

 

    

 

 

  

Spanish, French and German Courses 

world application projects include 

the creation of a Back Sack 

project in the sewing laboratory, 

and collaboratively preparing 

various breakfast foods in the 

cooking laboratory. 

     In 8th grade Family and 

Consumer Sciences (FCS) this 

quarter, students will build upon 

the knowledge and skills gained 

in 7th grade FCS in the FCS state 

standard areas of Financial and 

Resource Management, 

Balancing Family, Work, and 

Community Responsibility, and 

Food Science and Nutrition.  

Students will explore career 

options through an interest 

inventory, and will recognize the 

challenges in balancing work and 

family responsibilities through a 

career interview.  Elements of 

interior design will be applied to 

     In 7th grade Family and 

Consumer Sciences this quarter, 

students will get an introduction to 

the valuable life skills covered by 

the FCS state standard areas of 

Financial and Resource 

Management, Balancing Family, 

Work, and Community 

Responsibility, Food Science and 

Nutrition, and Child Development. 

     Activities include goals and 

decision-making, managing 

resources and time, judging 

quality in textile products, 

machine sewing skills, basic child 

development information, 

applying safety and appropriate 

discipline when babysitting, 

applying MyPlate, kitchen 

equipment and safety, basic food 

preparation, and preparing 

nutritious breakfast foods.  Real-

Family and Consumer Sciences 

English Focuses on Anne Frank, Historical Fiction and Sci-Fi 
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the students’ own bedrooms 

through a housing project.  The 

students will give back to the 

local community by creating and 

donating brightly colored or fun 

patterned pillowcases to 

Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 

through the ConKerr Cancer “A 

Case for Smiles” sewing project.  

This project also builds skills in 

managing resources and time 

management.  Basic budgeting 

and spending strategies will be 

studied through the money 

management unit.  The foods 

and nutrition unit focuses on 

nutrition and making informed 

food choices.  Ways to make 

healthy substitutions in common 

recipes will be explored.  

Students will work collaboratively 

with peers to prepare healthy 

foods in the cooking laboratory. 
 

 

Eighth grade English is focusing 
on our Anne Frank unit.  We 
spend much time discussing 
background as well as reading 
the memoir titled Anne Frank 
The Diary of a Young Girl.  It is 
as Eleanor Roosevelt says, “a 

rich and rewarding experience.” 
     We are also focusing on the 
historical fiction by reading Time 
Enough for Drums, a 
Revolutionary War tale of 
espionage and romance.   
     Another unit within the  

discipline focuses on the 
science fiction idea of time 
travel with the novels titled 
Singularity and The Time 
Machine. 
     Please keep in mind that the 
three teams share resources 
and books, so we will be 
visiting these units at different 
times. 

     During the months of 

February and March, all of the 

seventh grade English classes 

will be working in collaboration 

with social studies to produce a 

research paper.  All of the 

students will be required to 

complete a works cited page, 

incorporate in-text citations, 

and utilize different sources to 

support their ideas.  A majority 

of this work will be completed in 

class to ensure that each 

student learns the process of 

completing an MLA style essay. 



reading self-selected titles using 
the Accelerated Reader program.  
Remember that the middle school 
reading teachers work closely 
with the English department.  If a 
book is assigned by the English 
teacher, it may also count toward 
Accelerated Reader points in the 
reading classroom.  Be sure to 
take the quiz by the due date. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's hockey time in Physical 

Education! Students will be 

working on basic floor hockey 

skills including dribbling, passing, 

and shooting.  Furthermore, 

students will continue rotating to 

the weight room working on 

strength training and 

cardiovascular               

endurance. 

each week and share information 
about their book with classmates.  
We will be incorporating specific 
critical reading skills into their 
informal talks to provide additional 
practice done independently.  We 
will also continue with 
individualized vocabulary units 
where students practice using 
context clues to identify word 
meanings. 

     Reading 8 is starting a 
challenging unit of short stories to 
review and practice critical 
reading skills.  Students continue 
to study vocabulary at an 
individualized level and are 

     The Reading 7 classes begin 
the second semester with a 
continuation of our Charles 
Dickens author study.  We will 
continue to look at connections 
between Charles Dickens’ life and 
work as we read a play version of 
Oliver Twist.  Students will also 
be applying skills from the reading 
process while reading the play.  
Our next unit will focus on critical 
reading skills necessary for 
comprehension of all text.  We will 
use a variety of fiction and 
nonfiction text from many subject 
areas to apply these skills. 

     As always, students are 
required to read independently 

Reading Gets Rocking at the Middle School 

Physical Education Teaches Skills 

their questions and statements for 

the trial.   

     The 7th grade GATE students 

are creating their own products 

and advertising to go along with 

their creative ideas.   

     Additional upcoming GATE 

enrichment events for February 

include the Writing Workshop 

hosted by PRMS GATE 

Department, the Robotics 

Workshop, and TSA TEAMS 

Competition.    

.   

     The 8th grade GATE students 

are all now diligently working to 

prepare for the Mock Trial 

Competition which is scheduled 

for March 5th.  Student witnesses 

should be studying their affidavits 

and student attorneys are writing 

Gifted and Talented (GATE) Events at PRMS 

Social Studies Sails into NHD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The 7th grade Social 
Studies department will cross 
the curriculum yet again to 
reinforce the concepts taught 
in the Middle East unit. 
Although the teams do the 
units of study at different 
times of the year due to 
materials, each 7th grader will 
be reading The Breadwinner 
together with his/her English 
and Social Studies teachers. 
This novel by Deborah Ellis is 
a  great way for the students 
to apply themes and 
vocabulary learned in class. 
Now not only will the Reading 
Process aid your child in 
Reading, it will also go a long 
way to improve his/her 
understanding of concepts 
taught in Social Studies as 
well 

 Our Middle School Family Welcomes You 

         Many 8th grade social 
studies classes will be studying 
the beginnings of American 
history. They will also be 
researching student selected 
topics in colonial history.  The 
John Heinz Center will host 
National History Day on March 
2. 



 and the Periodic Table.  The 

unit will end with a series of 

"Chemical Reactions" labs that 

will allow students to observe 

the types of chemistry we've 

been studying in an 'up close 

and personal' situation.  We'll be 

moving into the start of our 

Electricity unit, focusing first on 

the science behind static 

electricity and lightning, and 

then current electricity and 

measurement of it! 

     Team 8B is continuing our 

studies of chemistry.  In chapter 

13 the students will be able to 

identify the difference between 

a physical change and a 

chemical physical change.  In 

chapter 14 the students will be 

able to identify the four types of 

chemical reactions and balance 

chemical equations. 
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    In Geometry we move on to 

chapter 8.  One purpose of this 

chapter is for students to become 

more competent with all sorts of 

problems involving measure 

relationships such as perimeter, 

area, and the Pythagorean 

Theorem.   Another purpose is for 

students to see how the different 

formulas are related and how they 

follow from each other and from 

relationships among figures.   

   In Pre-Algebra (Cekella)  we will 

wrap up our data analysis unit 

with probability and then begin 

our final unit on Algebra. Open 

ended PSSA practice will be 

emphasized. 

     During February and March, 

the Algebra classes will continue 

their preparation for the Keystone 

exams to be given in May.  They 

are currently finishing their 

understanding of systems of 

equations and inequalities as well 

as applying real world 

applications.  The students will 

continue with the study of laws of 

exponents and applications of 

exponential functions before 

learning to factor quadratic 

equations.  Pre-algebra classes 

will continue their preparation for 

late March PSSA testing.  They 

have just completed their work on 

area, perimeter, circumference, 

volume and surface area of 

various two and three 

dimensional shapes.  They will 

now be working on basic math 

and algebraic concepts of ratios, 

unit conversions, and solving 

percent problems before moving 

into probability, permutations and 

combinations.      

     7th grade math is addressing a 

variety of curricular topics and 

looking forward to PSSA testing.  

The teachers would like to remind 

students that final exams, 

although far away, are 

cumulative. 

Measure Up to 

Math 
Full “STEAM” Ahead! 

     In December, team 8C 

hosted STEAM Day.  This was 

team led initiative to develop an 

understanding and appreciation 

for STEAM based careers.  Five 

parents from the Kantz Team 

participated in the day.  Each 

presenter prepared a thirty 

minute lesson on their career 

and how it relates to the 

district's STEAM goals.  Parents 

participating were:  Mr. Celedon, 

Mr. Schmidt, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. 

Romeo, and Mr. Mullen.  In 

addition to the presentations, 

the students were involved in 

three hands-on activities 

designed around STEAM 

principles.   

   Over the course of the next 

few weeks the 8A Science 

Classes will be wrapping up 

discussions related to Chemistry 

 

It’s full steam ahead on team 8C!  In this photograph, Mr. Romeo, a 

parent and anesthesiologist, demonstrates how to intubate a patient. 


