
    to all those involved in 

this hands-on program 

that will address the 

issue of bullying.  It will 

also define bullying and 

provide outlets for the 

students to discuss 

issues of bullying both 

inside and out of  the 
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Bullying Prevention 

Program is Unveiled 

   Pine Richland Middle 

School kicked off  our 

Olweus Bullying Program 

with a fantastic assembly 

on Tuesday, October 23.   

  Students were delighted 

by several hilarious anti-

bullying skits performed 

by students from both the 

middle and high schools. 

   Mr. Stillwagon capped 

off the assembly with a 

rendition of his original 

“Don’t Bully” rap. 

   The Middle School  

extends a sincere thanks 

 

Jesse Breisinger, Alan 

Goetz, Kaitlin McGuire and 

Lexi Wardoclip pose with 

Grandmaster Stillwagon. 

classroom.  

PRMS wants to 

be at the forefront 

of anti-bullying 

education. 



    Extra credit: Bringing history 
to life!  All 7th grade social 
studies students can gain 
valuable insight to multiple 
cultures and events of the world 
while earning extra points for 
class! There are over 100 titles 
available in the PRMS library of 
all reading /interest levels that 
are examples of historical fiction 
which incorporate our current 
curriculum. These novels apply 
the information learned in class 
to the everyday life of the 
people living in that time period.  
Students will take a short 
multiple-choice computer 
generated exam (ACCR test) 
and if passed they will be 
awarded those points as extra 
credit  Please see your social 
studies teacher for more 
information! 

     Many 8th grade social 
studies classes will be studying 
the 13 English Colonies in 
November.  They will also be 
researching student selected 
topics in colonial history.  The 
research will be used to write a 
paper and present a speech.  
The Pre-AP students will be 
using their research to teach a 
class lesson.   

will understand how electricity 

and magnetism are one in the 

same. 

    Furthermore, they will realize 

how the force of 

electromagnetism is an 

important part of their everyday 

lives. 

    The students in 7th grade 

science will be spending the 

next month studying cells and 

cell processes.  They will be 

using microscopes and making 

slides.  The students will also be 

conducting experiments about 

cell processes. 
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Social Studies Extra 

Credit and the 

Colonies 

Geometry unit. We will identify 

angles, lines, polygons, triangles, 

and special quadrilaterals.  

Students will also be expected to 

find missing angle measures and 

sums of angle measures for each 

of these shapes.   

    Math-7 and Pre-Algebra 7 are 

still working with negative 

numbers and we'll be working 

with fractions and decimals before 

you know it!  

    As the first nine weeks is 

drawing to a close, students on 

teams 8A, 8B, and 8C in Pre-

Algebra will be working on 

mastering basic skills.  We have 

spent the past few weeks working 

with integers so we will now shift 

our focus to decimals and 

fractions.  In Algebra students 

have been working hard on 

mastering solving equations. In 

the coming month, we will be 

focusing on proportional 

reasoning and statistics.   

    In Geometry we will take a 

close look at some of the 

properties of congruent figures.  

We will see how congruent 

figures are used and use them to 

deduce properties of angles and 

segments within particular figures.  

We will also begin to prepare for 

the Keystone Algebra 1 Exam 

that will be given in December. 

   In Pre-Algebra with Mrs. 

Celella, we will begin our 

Mathematics Keystones are Coming! 

Science Gets Serious with 

Coursework Fundamentals 

     In 8th grade, students in the  

8A science class can expect to 

expand their understanding of 

the Periodic Table within the 

coming month.  Now that we've 

passed the unforgettable 

introduction to atomic theory 

and it's history, we'll now learn 

about the organization of the 

Elements! 

    On team 8B, students will be 

wrapping up the SmartGraphs 

online activities for speed, 

velocity, and acceleration.  

Following SmartGraphs the 

students will investigate friction 

and gravitational forces and how 

these forces act upon objects.      

   Students using scales 

measuring newtons will explore 

the force of friction in labs.  

Gravity's effects on matter will 

be explored and students will 

determine what the difference is 

between weight and mass. 

         8C science students begin 

their study of Physics by 

exploring the relationship 

between Electricity and 

Magnetism.  Through hands-on 

lab activities, class discussion, 

and exciting videos, students 



Elements and Principles of 

Design and the Pennsylvania 

State Standards for Art 

Education. Students are 

evaluated by the teacher using an 

art assessment rubric. The rubric 

emphasizes classroom effort and 

art techniques taught and 

demonstrated.  

   Things that students must 

know: 

1.      Project Storage Area: 

Each class or student will be 

assigned a folder/Portfolio for art 

project storage. If we are working 

on three-dimensional work (clay 

or Sculpture) we will store them in 

the yellow cabinets. 

2.      Dress: Plan on getting 

messy in class.  Students can 

bring in an old shirt or apron to 

wear. 

3.     Quality: The teachers will 

monitor and assist all students 

during the creative art process. 

Every student is an artist….no 

matter how good or bad they think 

they are……they are expected to 

Why Study Art? 

   Art is all around you, from the 

paintings on the walls of 

museums to the packaging of 

products and designs of cars. Art 

touches our lives every day.  

   Everyone can learn to create 

and appreciate art. Educational 

research has proven that 

participation in art classes 

enhances students’ creativity and 

increases their critical thinking 

and problem solving skills (the 

district STEAM initiative). The 

study of art enables students to 

understand past histories and 

cultures.  

    Art classes offer students many 

opportunities to creatively express 

themselves. In the end, students 

should create art because the act 

of creating is intrinsically 

satisfying and FUN!             

    Art is a nine week course for 

both the 7th and 8th grades. 

Students will engage in both 2D 

and 3 D projects using various 

mediums, always covering the 

produce quality work that 

represents their best effort. 

Writing About Art:  Students will 

assess their learning through 

written reflections or artist 

statements on all projects. This 

kind of personal self evaluation is 

a significant part of improving 

artistic skills. 

Lecture and Discussion Time: 

This is an important part of class. 

Teachers will engage students 

with lectures, demonstrations and 

videos. Often looking at peer or 

teacher generated art projects or 

slides are of great benefit. 

Teachers ask for respectful 

silence during this type of activity. 

A question and answer time will 

follow.  

Clean Up: Cleaning up is a daily 

activity. All students are expected 

to pick up after themselves. No 

student is allowed to leave the art 

room until the room or their area 

is properly cleaned.      

   Mrs. Angeloff and Mr. Joseph 

wish you a wonderfully artistic 

year!                                     

Basics of the Visual Arts Course at PRMS 

as mentors and tutors to the 

middle school students.  

Interested middle school students 

must sign up in the Guidance 

Office.  The cost of the program is 

free.  Also, students must have 

transportation at 3:30 in order to 

remain in the after school 

program.    

    

    The Guidance Office will be 

starting a Peer Tutoring program 

beginning Wednesday, November 

7. The program will be held every 

Wednesday after school until 3:30 

in the PRMS Library.  This 

opportunity is available to all 

middle school students who need 

assistance with completing 

homework, studying for tests, 

organizing binders, and 

developing other student success 

skills.  Pine-Richland High School 

students who participate in the 

National Honors Society will serve 

The Guidance Department Shows the Way 
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 In German, we will be taking a 

virtual fieldtrip to the Black 

Forest region reading and 

discussing Grimm's Fairy Tales 

(Rumpelstilzchen 

Rumpelstilskin and 

Rotkappchen Red-Riding Hood) 

all in the target language.  

These lessons contain 

vocabulary, grammar 

geography and culture.  

Students will also be completing 

a unit on exploring their likes, 

dislikes and favorites and 

interviewing classmates about 

their preferences.  Check out 

our display this November! 

     November promises lots of 

excitement in Spanish class!  

The Target students will be 

learning to use infinitives to talk 

about activities that they like 

and dislike.  They will also learn 

about some of the favorite 

pastimes of teenagers living in 

Spanish-speaking countries.    

    The Spanish I students will 

continue learning about 

classroom objects and activities.  

Additionally, they will learn 

about what schools are like in 

Central America, and will then 

evaluate the similarities and 

differences among US 

schooling and that of some 

Spanish-speaking countries.    

    Jean-Dominiqie le Garrec is 

coming again to French class 

on Nov. 9 to talk about what it 

means to be an ambassador of 

the French language.  We will 

also be interviewing celebrities 

and describing their traits. 

 

    This month seventh grade 

English has been wrapping up our 

persuasive writing unit.  The 

winners of the charity persuasive 

essay contest in Mr. Prucey and 

Mrs. Bubb's classes will be 

announced in the next two weeks.  

All classes are starting a literature 

unit, which will focus on the life 

and works of Edgar Allan Poe. 

    Many eighth grade students 

have entered the VFW Patriot’s 

Pen essay contest with a chance 

to be published nationally and a 

monetary award of $5,000!  We 

know PRMS has the writing talent 

to bring home this award. 

    We are also continuing to 

perfect essay forms and proper 

documentation within our 

classrooms as well as in our 

writing.  Our students will be soon 

be ready for all the challenges of 

the High School. 

    Eighth grade English is also 

looking forward to this year’s 

Veterans’ Day Assembly which 

will take place the morning of 

November 8th.  If someone in 

your family is a veteran and would 

like to attend or serve on our 

discussion panel with other 

veterans, we would love to have 

you!  Please call Mrs. Rush, Ms 

Pfeifer or Mrs Fink at 724-625-

3111 for more details or to 

discuss the events of the day. 

 

 

    

   

 

 

    

Spanish, French and German Courses 

    In 7th grade Family and 

Consumer Sciences (FCS) this 

quarter, students will get an 

introduction to the valuable life 

skills covered by the FCS state 

standard areas of Financial and 

Resource Management, 

Balancing Family, Work, and 

Community Responsibility, Food 

Science and Nutrition, and Child 

Development. 

    Activities include goals and 

decision-making, managing 

resources and time, judging 

quality in textile products, 

machine sewing skills, basic child 

development information, 

applying safety and appropriate 

discipline when babysitting, 

applying MyPlate, kitchen 

equipment and safety, basic food 

preparation, and preparing 

nutritious breakfast foods.  Real-

world application projects include 

the creation of a Back Sack 

project in the sewing laboratory 

and collaboratively preparing 

various breakfast foods in the 

cooking laboratory. 

   Brown Bag Book Discussion  

BBBD is a group of students 

who love to read and meet in 

the library for lunch once per 

month.  Mrs. Batykefer does not 

assign books!  The students talk 

about the books they have read;  

thus peer to peer 

recommendations, lively 

discussions, new books and 

movies from the books we 

discuss. 

    Dates for this year are 

Wednesdays:  Oct 31, Nov 28, 

Dec 19, Jan 30, Feb 27, March 

20, April 24, May 29. 

    Contact Mrs. Batykefer if you 

are interested in participating in 

this book-loving group. 

From the Library 

Family and 

Consumer Sciences 

English Persuades 

and Prepares for 

Our Annual 

Veterans’ Day 

Assembly 
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and will also begin to explore 

literary elements in preparation 

for their 9th grade English class. 

In the meantime all students will 

continue to read independent 

novels, come on Fridays and 

participate in booktalks, and 

respond to their reading in written 

response journals!  

 

  Upcoming activities for physical 

education include Team Handball 

in 8th grade and Speedball in 7th 

grade.  Furthermore, late 

November will bring an 

introduction to Weight Training. 

No wonder PRMS students love  

gym so much! 

    As we move into quarter 2, 

Reading 7 classes will be 

exploring different note-taking 

methods that will help them in 

their content area classes. 

Reading teachers will cross team 

with English, Science, and Social 

Studies teachers so that kids see 

the connections in their other 

classes.   

    Reading 8 will be working 

through an academic reading unit 

    Wow! We have great readers 

at the Middle School! Our 7th and 

8th graders are reading more 

than ever before. They've taken 

more ACCR tests and have set 

their personal reading goals 

high... we are so impressed! Don't 

forget students can always check 

to see if their book is an ACCR 

book by going onto 

www.arbookfind.com!  

 

Reading Gets Rocking at the Middle School 

Physical Education 

Social Studies teacher during the 

week of November 5th.  This 

event gives student the 

opportunity to demonstrate their 

geographical knowledge in many 

areas (General U.S. Geography, 

Geographic Comparisons, U.S. 

Physical Geography, Continents, 

Traveling Across America, 

Cultural Geography, and 

Economic Geography).  The 

Geography Bee winner will have 

the opportunity to take a test to 

qualify for the state competition.   

   Upcoming GATE enrichment 

events for November include the 

Sci-Tech Festival at the Carnegie 

Science Center, the American 

Mathematics Competition 8, and 

the grade 8 Engineering 

Workshop.  On Tuesday, 

November 20th the PRMS GATE 

Department will be hosting the 

School-Wide Geography Bee.  

Students will sign up with their 

Gifted and Talented (GATE) Events at PRMS 

Notes and News From Nurse Halliday 

     I will do doing the vision and 
hearing screenings over the next 
few months.  Thank you to the 
following Science teachers who 
graciously allowed me to utilize 
their class time for these 
screenings.  Please have your 
child bring their glasses to 
school or wear their contacts on 
their scheduled days.  Hearing 
screening will only be given to 
the 7th grade students. 

The schedule is as follows: 

Mrs. Jones’ classes-10/16 

Mrs. Rusnak’s classes-10/18 

Mrs. Scott’s classes-11/15 

Mr. Slepak’s classes-11/27 

Mr. Kantz’s classes-11/29 

Mr. Gides’ classes-12/6 

    Our wonderful staff of 
physical education teachers did 
the heights and weights in their 
classes.  This is such great help 
to me.  Thank you Mrs. Warrick, 
Mrs. Burgess, Mr. Wolfe and Mr. 
Koss! 
    Just a reminder that the 7th 
grade dental exams were due on 
October 1.  Please send in your 
child’s completed dental exam 
form as soon as possible.  Any 
dental exam dated after 
September 1, 2011 will be 
accepted. 

    I am very thankful to have this 
opportunity to work with you and 
your children.  Have a great 
Thanksgiving break.  Please call 
me at 724-625-3111, ext 2222 
with any questions or comments.    
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    After a busy few weeks of the 
cold and cough that was going 
around, the children for the most 
part have been getting 
headaches, stomachaches and 
sore throats.  Let’s hope we all 
get some rest during our 
Thanksgiving break. 

    


