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The Battle Moderator will begin by asking the first 
question twice.  After the question is asked twice, teams 
will have 20 seconds to write down their answers. 
Play will continue in this manner for the next 5 ques-
tions. The Moderator will announce the answers for the 
first 5 questions. If your team answers correctly you 
get 4 points, plus a bonus point if you can give the 
last name of the author, spelled correctly. This 
means that each question is worth a potential 5 points.  
  
The moderator and judges will decide if an answer is 
correct, and that decision is final. Play will resume as 
above for the rest of the round. There will be three 
rounds with one question from each book per round. 
At the end of each round, scorecards will be collected 
and verified.  At the end of the third round, the Judges 
will tally all scores. If there is a tie, a lightning round will 
take place between the tied teams. Once a clear winner 
has been determined, the Battle Moderator will an-
nounce the winners. The top three teams will receive 
prizes.  
  
So, are you interested yet? To get started grab this 
booklist and a registration form. Find 4 friends in 6th 
grade, find a responsible adult to be a Team Manager, 
create a name for your team, and start reading!!! All 
final registration forms are due Friday, February 9, 
2018 by 5:00 PM. 

 
Questions??? Visit the B.O.B WIKI @  

info4BOB.blogspot.com/ 
 

Contact Information 
Heather Panella, Public Services Librarian 

Moon Township Public Library 
412-269-0334 

panellah@einetwork.net 
 

Emily Fear, Teen Services Librarian 
Sewickley Public Library 

412-741-6920 

feare@einetwork.net 

Battle of the Books  
Information for Students 

 

Battle of the books is a fun way to show your love of 
reading and actually earn some great prizes for it!  All 
you need to do is grab up to 4 friends (teams should be 
5 people or less) from grade 6 and read the list of li-
brarian-chosen books.  A trivia competition (and cha-
os!) will ensue.  Keep in mind, you don’t all have to be 
from the same school to be a team. 
 
As a team, you need to assign the books to be read by 
the various team members. You can have each team 
member read two books, have all team members read 
all books, or some combination between.  It’s really up 
to you! 

 
IMPORTANT : Teams will be required to  
know how to correctly spell authors’ last  

names in order to receive credit. 

  
You will need to have a responsible person, 18 years or 
over, to act as your Team Manager. The Manager is 
there to help you get organized, practice for the battle, 
and provide transportation the night of the event. In 
the past, teams have asked a parent, a teacher, an older 
sibling, or their school librarian to be a Team Manager.   
  
Here’s some rules that you’ll need to know about 
before heading into the library to check out books for 
the Battle of the Books: 
 

 The books can only be borrowed on a library card   
belonging to a team member. Team Managers are 
not to check out books for their teams.  

 The books will be available at Sewickley Library, 
Moon Library, and your school libraries. 

 Overdue fines for Battle Books are $.25/day. 

 If the library doesn’t have the book because all copies 
have been checked out, ask a librarian to order you a 
copy from another library— this service is free! 

  
 Here’s what happens on the night of the Book 
Battle.  First, your team will need to arrive at QVMS 
Auditorium at least 15 minutes before the start time. 
You’ll sign in and set up your table. Your team manag-
er will be present, but he/she will be working as a 
Scorekeeper for a different team. 
 



Annotations taken from Amazon.com 

A Note to Parents and Team Managers 
Choosing titles for B.O.B. can be a challenging task!   
The selected books for 2018 were chosen based on their  
student appeal, diverse subject matter and characters,  
representation of a wide variety of genres, and literary merit.  
The books were each read, reviewed, and discussed by a team 
of school and public librarians.  Should you have a concern 
about one of the titles, please feel free to contact Moon or 
Sewickley libraries.  
 
Thank you, 
Heather Panella, Moon Township Public Library  
Emily Fear, Sewickley Public Library 

Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova 
Cardinal rule #1 for surviving school: Don't 
get noticed by the mean kids. Cardinal rule #2 
for surviving school: Seek out groups with 
similar interests and join them. On her first day 
at her new school Peppi Torres reminds herself 
of these basics. But when she trips into a quiet 
boy in the hall, Jaime Thompson, she's already 
broken the first rule, and the mean kids start calling her the 
"nerder girlfriend." How does she handle this crisis? By shov-
ing poor Jaime and running away!  Falling back on rule two 
and surrounding herself with new friends in the art club, Peppi 
still can't help feeling ashamed about the way she treated 
Jaime. Things are already awkward enough between the two, 
but to make matters worse, he's a member of her own club's 
archrivals--the science club! And when the two clubs go to 
war, Peppi realizes that sometimes you have to break the rules 
to survive middle school!  

The Gauntlet by Karuna Riazi  
It didn’t look dangerous, exactly. When twelve-
year-old Farah first laid eyes on the old-
fashioned board game, she thought it 
looked…elegant. It is made of wood, etched 
with exquisite images—a palace with domes 
and turrets, lattice-work windows that cast eerie 
shadows, a large spider—and at the very center 

of its cover, in broad letters, is written: The Gauntlet of Blood and 
Sand. The Gauntlet is more than a game, though. It is the most 
ancient, the most dangerous kind of magic. It holds worlds 
inside worlds. And it takes players as prisoners. 

who sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. 
If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, 
he could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost 
harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past 
finally catch up to him?  

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly 
Barnhill 
Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a 
baby as an offering to the witch who lives in the 
forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from 
terrorizing their town. But the witch in the Forest, 
Xan, is kind. She shares her home with a wise 
Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon. Xan 

rescues the children and delivers them to families on the other 
side of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the jour-
ney. One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight, filling the 
ordinary child with extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must 
raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. As Luna’s thir-
teenth birthday approaches, her magic begins to emerge--with 
dangerous consequences. Meanwhile, a young man from the Pro-
tectorate is determined to free his people by killing the witch. 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has 
ever known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong rea-
sons—it all started with running away from his father, who, 
when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and his mother 
through their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded 
gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the one causing 
problems—and running away from them —until he meets 
Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist  

Ms. Bixby’s Last Day by John David  
Anderson 
Everyone knows there are different kinds of 
teachers. The boring ones, the mean ones, the 
ones who try too hard, the ones who stopped 
trying long ago. The ones you'll never remember, 
and the ones you want to forget. Ms. Bixby is 
none of these. She's the sort of teacher who 
makes you feel like school is somehow worthwhile. What Ms. 
Bixby is, is one-of-a-kind. Topher, Brand, and Steve know this 
better than anyone. And so when Ms. Bixby announces that she 
won't be able to finish the school year, they come up with a risky 
plan, more of a quest, really, to give Ms. Bixby the last day she 
deserves.  

Refugee by Alan Gratz 
Josef is a Jewish boy living in 1930 Nazi Germany. 
With the threat of concentration camps looming, 
he and his family board a ship bound for the other 
side of the world. Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. 
With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and 
her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in 

America. Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland 
torn apart, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . 
All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. But 
there is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, 
and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, shock-

ing connections will tie their stories together. 

The Last Day on Mars by Kevin Emerson 
It is Earth year 2213—but, of course, there is no 
Earth anymore. Not since it was burned to a cinder 
by the sun, which has mysteriously begun the pro-
cess of going supernova. The human race has fled 
to Mars, but this was only a temporary solution 
while we have prepared for a second trip: a one-
hundred-fifty-year journey to a distant star, our best guess at 
where we might find a new home. Liam Saunders-Chang is one of 
the last humans left on Mars. The son of two scientists who have 
been racing against time to create technology vital to humanity’s 
survival, Liam, along with his friend Phoebe, will be on the last 
starliner to depart before Mars, like Earth before it, is destroyed. 
Or so he thinks. Because before this day is over, Liam and Phoebe 
will make a series of profound discoveries about the nature of 
time and space and find out that the human race is just one of 
many in our universe locked in a dangerous struggle for survival. 

The Metropolitans by Carol Goodman 
The day Japan bombs Pearl Harbor, four thirteen-
year-olds meet at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
where an eccentric curator is seeking four brave 
souls to track down the pages of the Kelmsbury 
Manuscript, an ancient book of Arthurian legends 
that lies scattered within the museum's collection, 

and that holds the key to preventing a second attack on America. 
When Madge, Joe, Kiku, and Walt agree to help, they have no idea 
that the Kelmsbury is already working its magic. But they develop 
powers and & experience the feelings of Arthur, Guinevere, Mor-
gan le Fay, and Lancelot. Are they playing out a legend that's al-
ready been lived?  Or can the Metropolitans forge their own story?  

Train I Ride  by Paul Mosier 
Rydr is on a train heading east, leaving California, 
where her gramma can’t take care of her anymore, 
and traveling to Chicago, to live with an unknown 
relative. She brings with her a backpack, memories, 
and a box, containing something very important. 
As Rydr meets her fellow passengers and learns 
their stories, her own story begins to emerge. It’s 
one of sadness and heartache, and one Rydr would sometimes 
like to forget. But as much as Rydr may want to run away from 
her past, on the train she finds that hope and forgiveness are all 
around her, and within her, if she’s willing to look for it. 

The Worst Class Trip Ever by Dave Barry 
Eight grader Wyatt, his best friend, Matt, and a few 
kids from Culver Middle School find themselves in 
a heap of trouble-not just with their teachers, but 
from several mysterious men they first meet on 
their flight to the nation's capital. In a fast-paced  
adventure with the monuments as a backdrop, the 

kids try to stay out of danger and out of the doghouse while 
trying to save the president from attack-or maybe not. 


