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2016-2017 Accomplishments 

 

The WPTO enjoyed another great year of enhancing the learning environment, encouraging 
academic, physical and social development of students, and fostering an atmosphere of 
cooperation and communication within the school community at Wexford Elementary.  We are 
appreciative of the teachers, staff, community, administration, students, and parents for all of 
their supportive efforts this year.  It is truly incredible all that can be accomplished within the 
greater Wexford community.  With your participation, the WPTO was able to accomplish the 
following activities: 
 

The WPTO coordinated a variety of After School Programs for our students.  The intramural 
program run by Mr. Glevicky and Mrs. Firmin was booked at or near capacity for the fall and 
spring sessions for first, second and third grade students.  Other programs offered included 
Coach Dave Gray Sports, STEAM Studio, Paint Monkey, Baker’s Dozen Academy, Mad Science, 
Bricks for Kidz, Gemini Children’s Theater, and Weird Eric Magic.   

The WPTO enjoys being able to provide our students with many interesting, fun and enriching 
Assemblies.  The goal is to bring to our students exciting and educational programs to support 
the STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) initiative in the Pine-Richland 
School District.  The students were able to watch a variety of assemblies throughout the year, 
showcasing different themes and interests.  The assemblies this year included:  Steve Mills 
(perseverance), The Carnegie Science Center (chemistry), Jump for Jill (wellness), Saltworks 
Theater (anti-bulling), and Prismatic Laser Tribute (a musical celebration of Black History 
month).    

The Beautification Committee is responsible for the warm and friendly environment that 
greets our students, staff and families each and every day.  The committee takes care of the 
planters outside of our building and decorates the lobby inside our building.  The committee 
decorated these areas with seasonal themes that were reflective of the activities within our 
building, creating a welcoming and cheerful primary school environment for all!   

The WPTO provided volunteers all year long working Behind the Scenes to help our staff with 
special classroom projects such as sorting, cutting, labeling, laminating, and copying.  A 
dedicated and hardworking committee helped lighten the workload for our teachers. 

The Birthday Bulletin Board is a fun way we recognize the students in our building.  Every 
student has the opportunity to have their birthday celebrated.  All students can look for their 
name on this colorful board during their birthday month. 

The Book Fair Committee hosts both a fall and spring book fair in our building every year.  The 
Scholastic Book money earned from the Fall Fair ($2000) was donated to the library for the 
purchase of new books.  Funds earned from the Spring Fair ($2100) provided support for PTO 
projects and programming.  The book fair was also available on-line to allow our families 
greater access and flexibility to support the program.  This year we had the help of many middle 



school and high school volunteers at our Spring Fair.  It is great to see Wexford Alumni offering 
a hand to their underclassmen.  

The Bulletin Boards are maintained by the WPTO and have been absolutely amazing this year!  
The students love to see all the changing displays.  They help provide information about WPTO 
events and fundraising activities, showcase our faculty and staff, and recognize the WOW work 
of our students.    

The Directory Committee assembled and provided school directories to all the Wexford 
families, teachers and administrators! This is a huge undertaking that allows the families to stay 
connected! 

Our first annual Family Night Restaurant Fundraiser was held at Stack’d (a local restaurant 
owned by a Wexford Family).  25% of food purchased on April 6th was donated back to the 
WPTO.  In addition, a special milkshake flavor was created just for our students, and 100% of 
the proceeds from the Wexford milkshake purchased that week were donated to Wexford.  We 
are so fortunate to have such supportive and generous Wexford families, and we enjoyed 
supporting a fantastic local business as well.  Over $1800 was earned through this event.   

The Fingerprinting Program works in conjunction with our local police force, the Northern 
Regional Police Department.  We offer the opportunity for all first grade students and new 2nd 
and 3rd grade students to be fingerprinted at their parents’ discretion.  The students receive a 
card showing their prints along with a current photograph.  Many of our families have opted to 
take advantage of this free program for their child’s safety and benefit. 

The Giant Eagle Gift Card sales committee conducts a gift card fundraiser each Fall and Spring.  
For each gift card sold, the PTO earned a 5% profit for Giant Eagle cards and a 20% profit for 
WetGo cards.  The success of this program could not have been possible without the 
unbelievable participation of our Wexford families and the staff.  Profits earned this year 
totaled over $4200. 

The Holiday Shop was another overwhelming success this year.  It is such a special time of year, 
and a much anticipated event for volunteers who love helping the students shop for their loved 
ones. This hardworking committee purchases items throughout the year and organizes a 
fantastic shopping experience for the students.  The store raised over $3000 during the 
shopping week in December. 

This winter, the families of Wexford come out to enjoy a Family Ice Skating Night at the Mario 
Lemieux Ice Complex. Ticket prices included two hours of skating, skate rental and a concession 
snack.  The ice complex credited the WPTO 50% of each ticket purchased, for a total of $685.  
This is a great way for our families to socialize and have fun together outside of the school.  

In December, the WPTO celebrated the grand opening of a Maker Space in the Wexford 
Elementary library.  Developed by Mrs. McCormick, Wexford’s librarian and media specialist, 
the Maker Space provides an innovative and creative space for students to learn and 
experiment with STEAM-related manipulatives.  The possibilities are endless, as students can 
use a variety of items to build tall towers, learn to code with robots, write music, draw with 
water, bring creative stories to life, or even design a video game.  The WPTO funded the 
purchase of 15 chrome books and a charging station for the Maker Space. The Maker Space was 
also funded by the PRSD and PROF.   



WPTO purchased materials and prizes used for the Math 24 Challenge that was held in May for 
the 3rd grade class. Two students from each classroom (male and female) are awarded a prize 
for Top Winner and all participants received a certificate and a pencil. 

The year starts off with the New Families Orientation.  This was a coordinated effort between 
the school counselor and the WPTO to welcome new families and their students into the 
school.  The number of new students and families in our building is growing every year.  It is 
such a special event to see our students extend the hand of friendship to the new members of 
our Wexford family.   

The Outreach Committee coordinates a number of activities to give back to the community.  
The committee meets with the 3rd graders after school every other month throughout the 
school year.  A meeting typically involves a speaker from a local charitable organization and an 
outreach project benefiting that organization.  This year the students stuffed stockings with 
treats and homemade cards for troops overseas, collected donations and packed backpacks for 
the Backpack Initiative to help needy students in local school districts, made fleece baby 
blankets to donate to Project Linus, and made treats for animals housed at the Western PA 
Humane Society. In addition, the students collected Halloween candy and donated the 
collections to the NHCO food bank.  In the month of December, the entire school donated toys 
for the Stuff-a-Bus program. One full bus of toys was donated from the families and students 
from Wexford Elementary.  On average, 35 students participated in each of the four after 
school outreach programs.   

Our WPTO will donate $500 this school year in the Wexford Elementary name to the Pine-
Richland Opportunities Fund (PROF).  This donation will provide a scholarship to a Wexford 
Elementary graduate. Since 2013, PROF has provided $128,000 to students in scholarships and 
$83,000 in grants to teachers. 

WPTO supports the building-wide Positive Behavioral Support Program, facilitated by the 
school counselor. Staff members regularly recognize students for their positive behavior with 
WOW tickets.  When their tickets are pulled, students can earn rewards including recognition 
certificates or a seat at the Golden Lunch table in the cafeteria. 

Our Ram Reader fall event kicked off with a week-long festival of reading, including a 
Community Helper’s Mystery Reader Day!  Ram Readers gathered record-breaking pledges of 
over $13,000 to benefit the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank.  CBS News’ KDKA anchor 
Rick Dayton was on hand to celebrate this huge accomplishment, and PNC Bank matched those 
funds for an incredible $26,000+! Since its inception in 2007, Wexford Elementary has raised 
over $100,000 for the Food Bank, and with matching funds from PNC, over $200,000 has been 
donated to this amazing effort.  We were able to help feed 1733 families this Thanksgiving!   

Our third annual Ram Run 5K and 1 Mile Family Walk was held in the fall at North Park. This 

event proved to be an incredible success and gave former and current Wexford families the 

chance to gather for a wonderful cause in an effort to promote health, wellness and 

community.  510 Wexford students and alumni, parents, and community members participated 

in the event, and $7600 was raised to support STEAM initiatives at Wexford Elementary.  

Participants enjoyed a post-race party with refreshments, music, games, crafts, activities, 

awards and raffle prizes provided by our many sponsors.   



During Read Across America Week the WPTO worked closely with the Library staff and Reading 
support staff to celebrate Dr. Seuss and encourage a love of reading among our students.  This 
year, we welcomed local author, Dede Rittman, to Wexford Elementary, and she spoke about 
her book, Grady Gets Glasses.  Students participated in a day-long event that included crafts 
and activities related to the story and the theme of acceptance.  In addition, Wexford 
celebrated reading with a week-long spirit week, with each day dedicated to a different Dr. 
Seuss book. 

The WPTO sponsored Scholarships to students in need for the Camp Invention summer 
program and will continue to do so in the future.  

The WPTO staffed the School Store once a month on Fridays during the school year.  The store 
was open during lunch for all students to “shop.”  Students were able to purchase fun items 
after eating their lunches.  The students really enjoy this opportunity to buy pencils and school 
supplies. 

The WPTO sponsors a School Picnic for all students and staff to enjoy in May.  In addition to the 
picnic, all students participate in Field Day.  The Field Day committee recruits volunteers to 
supervise a variety of activity stations developed by Mr. Beam, and coordinates the collection 
of hundreds of water balloons.  The students spend their day enjoying many fun activities and 
games.  It is a great way to celebrate their school year. 

The Spirit Day Committee helped the students celebrate Wexford and Pine-Richland Spirit 
every month during Spirit Day. Various themes were noted each month such as PR Pride, 
Homecoming Spirit Week, Pittsburgh Pirates, Steelers, and Penguins days, Dr. Seuss week, and 
PJ day. 

The Spirit Wear committee plans and promotes online and cash and carry sales throughout the 
school year. The committee offers families, students, and staff the opportunity to purchase 
clothing and accessories to show their Pine-Richland Pride!  This year, over $2900 was raised by 
selling spirit wear. 

The Annual Spring Fling was held this year in April. This year’s theme was a carnival family night 
and FUNdraiser.  Families enjoyed crafts, games, inflatables, food from local food trucks, a 
basket raffle, and more.  The combined efforts of our committee, families, and local businesses 
raised just over $10,000 for our brand new Dream Big Program, which provides grants for 
Wexford Elementary teachers who propose innovative and creative ideas to promote diverse 
opportunities (inside or outside of the classroom) for their students.  

The WPTO expressed its gratitude for our wonderful teachers and staff during Staff 
Appreciation Events.   The committee planned two very special luncheons and a Welcome Back 
to School breakfast for our staff, thanks to the generous support from our families.  These 
events give Wexford families an opportunity to give back and show their appreciation for our 
dedicated teachers and staff. 

Throughout the year the WPTO provides Stipends to all Wexford Elementary classroom 
teachers.  Each teacher receives $75 to use to purchase items that will enhance curriculum and/ 
or purchase additional classroom supplies, in addition to a $200 stipend per grade level. 



The WPTO is pleased to sponsor the annual Third Grade End of Year Party.  Each and every 
third grade student comes together along with the staff and parents to celebrate their final 
year at Wexford Elementary.  It is a great way to send our students off to Eden Hall and includes 
a t-shirt decorating contest, a special lunch, and an afternoon of themed activity and game 
stations.  Each student is given access to a slideshow highlighting pictures taken throughout 
their years at Wexford as a keepsake. 

Vendor Programs including box tops, Giant Eagle Apples for Students, and Amazon Smile 
accumulated earnings of nearly $4000 this year, thanks to our hard working vendor committee 
chair and our Wexford families! 

The WPTO provided a Volunteer/Home Room Parent Coordinator who helped facilitate all 
communications between the home room parents and the WPTO and recruited parent 
involvement for our programs through an online volunteer signup program. 

The WPTO has a Website, www.pinerichland.org/Page/1539. This site is a great tool 
containing up-to-date information about WPTO sponsored events and school activities.  

The Wellness Committee, in coordination with the school nurse, sponsored a Health Fair in 
May that allowed students to meet various local vendors and learn about ways to stay healthy 
and safe.  In addition, this committee worked alongside several teachers and staff members to 
coordinate the installation and maintenance of two raised garden beds in the school courtyard 
in the summer of 2016.  Produce harvested from the gardens was donated to a local church’s 
food pantry this fall.   

The WE SOAR program continues to grow each year.  This summer we had 157 students 
participate in the reading program, logging in 187,505 minutes of reading time. Each 
participating student received a $5 gift certificate to use at either the Fall or Spring Book Fair.  
Student names and minutes read were displayed in the school lobby for all to see. 

The Yearbook Committee takes hundreds of pictures throughout the year, highlighting all of 
the student activities within our building.  The committee organized and developed a 60-page 
full color annum for every student in our building reflective of the school year. These yearbooks 
will be cherished by the children for years to come. 

Wexford Elementary PTO is an amazing organization created by the dedication of our selfless 
parent volunteers.   It is a testament to the amazing talent within of our community to create 
such a wonderful environment in our building.   

We have enjoyed this school year and anticipate another great year of learning, enriching and 
enjoying our children during their time at Wexford Elementary in 2017-2018.  Thank you 
again for all your support!! 
 

http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/1539

