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“Making the Leap” 



Ways to prepare for the 

transition to kindergarten  
 During the course of your child’s last year of preschool, start to prepare for 

the transition to kindergarten!  Start to talk, in positive terms about the 

changes and new experiences of kindergarten.    There are many wonderful 

children’s books about school and what to expect when starting 

kindergarten.  Books can be a wonderful resource to initiate conversations 

with your child.  

 

 Make sure you register your child in a timely manner.  You may miss out on 

programs that your child’s school has in place to help with the transition.  

The Pine-Richland elementary schools offer a “Kindercamp” which provides 

the children a chance to meet some of the staff and experience a number of 

typical kindergarten activities.   

 

 Share concerns that you may have with your child’s teacher.  Some parents 

even keep a small portfolio or sampling of their child’s work so that it can be 

shared with the new teacher! 

 

 Find ways to become involved in your child’s school.  Join the PTO or seek 

opportunities to become involved in your child’s class.  Help out in the 

classroom with a project, read to the class, or work on a project from home. 

 

 

 



8 TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL KINDERGARTEN YEAR 

Parents can improve their child’s kindergarten performance by creating an atmosphere of 

learning at home.  Here are a few tips recommended by the  

U.S. Department of Educational Research and Improvement to help you boost your little one’s 

success: 

 

1.  Read together.  Children who read at home with their parents perform better in school.  

Keep magazines and good books in the home and take children on trips to the library.  Discuss 

reading material with your child.  Ask what the book was about or why a character acted that 

way. 

 

2. Establish a daily homework routine.  Set a regular time for homework each day and set aside 

a quiet, well-lit place and encourage your child to study. 

 

3. Keep in touch with the school.  Parents cannot afford to wait for schools to tell them how 

their child is doing.  Ask what you can do to help your child. 

 

4. Promote family involvement in your child’s education.  Participate in everything from reading a 

bedtime story at night to getting involved with the local Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO).  

 

5. Encourage your child’s independence.  Ask him to help with simple chores, such as choosing 

school clothes or cereal for breakfast.  

 

6. Teach your child responsibility.  Teach your child to complete an assignment immediately and 

to delay his/her gratification.  

 

Don’t forget that your child is a child.  Make time for play 

and family.  Take time to talk with your child about the 

changes they are experiencing! 

                                                                                                                                            


