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Send Us Your Story Ideas!
We’d love to hear from you if you know someone in 
your community who is making a difference or has 
done something extraordinary. We’re also looking 
for interesting story ideas (little-known facts, history 
or other news) within your community.

If you have suggestions, email us at 
editors@icmags.com.

To Advertise
As the largest magazine publisher in 
Western Pennsylvania, IN Community 
Magazines are direct mailed to more 
than 518,000 households, reaching 
1.15 million readers. If you’d like to 
partner with us, please contact our 
office manager, Leo Vighetti, at  
sales@icmags.com.

Welcome to the spring issue of IN Pine-Richland 
magazine! Hopefully, the worst of winter is behind us. 
Soon it will be time to shed the winter coat and start 
thinking green. And this issue offers dozens of fresh ideas 
to swing into spring. From garden workshops and art 
exhibits to flower shows and strawberry festivals, there’s 
something for everyone!

Since spring is prime time to update your home, be sure 
to check out our Home Improvement Guide for great tips 
on outdoor and indoor renovations. We have advice to 
help guide you on kitchen and bath updates, additions and 
whole-house remodels as well as landscaping, windows 
and garage doors, fences, roofing, driveways and retaining 
walls, ponds and more. 

Here’s to new beginnings!

Wayne Dollard
Publisher

P.S. We’re looking to publish your best neighborhood and community photos. Please email them 
to editors@icmags.com. See the back page for details!
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What’s
news in 

Pine-Richland

in
the

LOOP
JOIN PENNSYLVANIANS 
ACROSS THE STATE FOR 
THE GREAT AMERICAN 
CLEANUP
 �e 2015 Great American Cleanup 
of PA is from March 1-May 31. During 
this period, events registered through 
www.gacofpa.org will receive free bags, 
gloves and vests from PennDOT district 
o�ces, as supplies last. As part of this 
event, the Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection and the 
Pennsylvania Waste Industries Association 
will sponsor Let’s Pick It Up PA – every 
day from April 11-May 4. During this time, 
trash collected from registered events 
can receive reduced or free disposal at 
participating land�lls. To register your 
event or for more information, contact 
Michelle Dunn, Great American Cleanup 
of PA coordinator, at 877.772.3673 x113 or 
mdunn@keeppabeautiful.org.

EAT’N PARK 
HOSPITALITY GROUP’S 
SALAD AND BURGER  
RESTAURANT CONCEPT 
TO OPEN ITS FIRST 
SUBURBAN LOCATION
  Hello Bistro, a new restaurant concept 
from Eat’n Park Hospitality Group, is 
heading to McCandless Crossing in the 
North Hills later this year.
 Hello Bistro’s popularity is rooted in 
handcra�ed salads with more than 55 
ingredient options along with burgers and 
fresh-cut French fries. �e fast, casual style 
gives guests a meal that’s quick, easy and 
delicious.
 “�e Hello Bistro concept is simple, yet 
compelling,” explains Kevin O’Connell, 

senior vice president of marketing, Eat’n 
Park. “Our tagline says it best, ‘Burgers. 
Salads. Together.’ People love it for the 
healthy lifestyle aspect, but it also appeals 
to the indulgent side.”
 Eat’n Park 
introduced Hello Bistro 
in Oakland in 2012, 
where it has become 
a popular destination. 
Additional Hello Bistro 
locations opened on 
the South Side in 2013 
and downtown in December 2014. 
 “We’re thrilled by how much people are 
enjoying the Hello Bistro experience,” says 
O’Connell. “Based on its popularity in the 
city, we knew we had to bring the unique 
Hello salad and burger experience to the 
suburbs.”  

TEENS ARE PATIENTS 
TOO! PINE PARK 5K 
TO BENEFIT TEENS IN 
HOSPITAL
 On Saturday, April 18, at 9:00 a.m., Pine 
Park will host its �rst “Teens Are Patients 
Too“ 5K race. Savannah Null, sophomore 
and 11th year Girl Scout, has been 
planning this event as part of her Gold 
Award for her troop. 
 �e Gold Award is an 80-hour project 
which helps bene�t the community. 
Savannah has been working on her project 
since last year and her race will raise 
awareness and non-monetary donations 
for teenagers at Children’s Hospital of 
Pi�sburgh. 
 Savannah picked a cause that was close 
to her heart. “I was in the hospital when 
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I was younger, so I 
know how happy it 
makes patients when 
they receive a gi� 
from the Child Life 
Department,” she 

explains. She chose 
for the race to bene�t 

teens speci�cally because 
they are o�en overlooked, 

since donations usually are for 
younger kids. “I want all of the 

patients to be able to experience that 
joy, especially teens,” Savannah adds. 

�e race entry fee is $6.50 and a toy 
donation for patients. You may register 
online at runsignup.com/race/pa/wexford/
teensarepatientstoo5k

Teen Donation Requests:
• Gi� cards (Best Buy, Toys R Us, 

Barnes & Noble, Target, iTunes)
• Kits (cra�, model, building)
• Scrapbooks and accessories
• Journals
• Board and Travel games
• Nail polish sets
• DVDs, magazines, books, video games
• Flip-�ops, slippers
• Pajamas, sweat pants
• T-shirts (all sizes)
• Table-top sports games (air hockey, 

pinball)
• Sports apparel (Steelers, Penguins,  
  college)

Our thanks to Siani Null for contributing this 
article. 

VALENTINES FOR 
SENIORS 

Several children and a few mothers 
and grandmothers handcra�ed over 100 
Valentine’s Day cards for needy seniors 
in the North Hills. �e group gathered at 
North Hills Community Outreach (NHCO) 
in Allison Park on Martin Luther King 
Day ( January 19). Children from North 

Allegheny, Pine-Richland, Hampton and 
Conneaut Valley participated. 
 �e volunteers made the cards from 
colorful construction paper, ribbons, feathers, 
stickers, markers and crayons. �is “Made 
with Love” service project is an annual event 
organized by Karen Plumley Rodgers and her 
seven-year-old daughter, Tessa. 
 �e cards were delivered by NHCO sta� 
members along with hats, gloves and mi�ens 
just prior to Valentine’s Day. 
 For more information on NHCO and 
its many projects, visit nhco.org or call 
412.487.6316. 

BRENT SHEALER 
APPOINTED AS A 
VOLUNTEER HEALTH 
CARE PROVIDER FOR 
OLYMPIC TEAMS
 Richland 
Township resident 
Brent Shealer has 
been selected to 
take part in a two-
week rotation as a 
volunteer health 
care provider to 
U.S. Olympic 
athletes. 
 “I’m beyond 
thrilled to have been chosen for this 
position!” says Shealer who maintains 
a practice in Wilkins Township as a 
chiropractor. “It’s a high honor to help the 
athletes who will be representing our country 
in the Olympics.” 
 He will be traveling to Lake Placid in April 
where he will be working alongside members 
of the U.S. Olympic Commi�ee Sports 
Medicine sta�. At this point, Shealer doesn’t 
know exactly what assistance he will be 
providing to the athletes, but he knows that 
he will be working with the bobsled, luge and 
skeleton teams. 
 He was required to go through a lengthy 
application process in order to volunteer, 
which included a le�er of recommendation, 

his curriculum vitae and a list of his 
certi�cations. He was required to write a 
le�er as well, detailing why he was seeking 
this appointment. �e Olympic Commi�ee 
also completes a full background check on 
applicants.

Shealer is excited about this opportunity, 
but is not looking for a permanent position 
with the sta�. “Even though I know I’ll enjoy 
this greatly, I wouldn't want to leave my 
patients and the practice that I’ve built here,” 
he explains. 

�e experience may also help bene�t 
his patients back home, particularly those 
with sports injuries. “I’m looking forward 
to learning from both the athletes and other 
medical providers,” Shealer says. 

COMPASSION DAYS  
New Community Church, located at 3100 

Wexford Road, has been holding Compassion 
Day since 2009. On this one very special 
day, the entire church goes into local 
neighborhoods throughout the North Hills, 
and to areas of the North Side, East Hills and 
Evans City, to joyfully serve those in need 
with no strings a�ached. 

�is year, Compassion Day is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 2. If you know of a family 
in need of physical labor around their home, 
please contact the church o�ce no later than 
April 1 at 724.935.0909.

�e church members are passionate about 
serving others as Christ served others. For 
more information about New Community 
Church, please visit NCCinWexford.org. 

THE GREAT AMERICAN 
BACKYARD CAMPOUT  

�is new event for families with children 
ages 6 – 12 will take place in June at Pine 
Park. Campers will arrive at 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 27, and camp until 8 a.m. 
Sunday morning. �e fun event will include 
a bon�re, hikes, games, outdoor activities 
and, perhaps most importantly – S'mores. It 
o�ers a great chance for families to experience 
camping out in the comfort and convenience 
of a local park. Check the website at twp.pine.
pa.us for emerging details.   ■
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INPERSON

For as long as he can remember, Gibsonia’s 
Stephen Frick has been interested in 
aviation. He never could have imagined, 

however, that his childhood fascination with 
�ight would someday launch him, quite 
literally, into outer space.
 Frick, a 1982 graduate of Richland High 
School (now Pine-Richland) is a NASA 
astronaut and a veteran of two space shu�le 
missions. He’s also a retired U.S. Navy captain, 
a �ghter pilot and a Naval test pilot with more 
than 4,300 �ight hours and 370 carrier landings 
to his credit.
 In 1986, Frick earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in aerospace engineering from the U.S. 
Naval Academy. His degree from the Naval 
Academy allowed him the opportunity to 
a�end the U.S. Navy Test Pilot School. In 1988, 
he was designated as a Naval Aviator. �at same 
year, he reported to Strike Fighter Squadron 
106 at Naval Air Station Cecil Field in Florida, 
where he trained on �ying the F/A-18 Hornet.
 “�e idea of �ying o� of aircra� carriers 
always intrigued me,” Frick explains. “I 
remember being focused on that from a very 
early age, which is why I ended up at the Naval 
Academy and not the Air Force.”
 Following his training, Frick was a 
�ghter pilot in operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm, for which he �ew 26 combat 
missions. Following his combat experience, 

By Jennifer Brozak    

Out 
of This     
World
   

Gibsonia native and 
NASA astronaut 
Stephen Frick 

relishes life among 
the stars.
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he participated in a cooperative training program with the U.S. Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey, Calif., where he earned a master’s 
degree in aeronautical engineering in 1994.  He then reported to the 
Carrier Suitability Department of the Strike Aircra� Test Squadron, 
located at the Naval Air Station Patuxent River in Maryland. 

Shortly a�er that, Frick heeded NASA’s call for applicants to its 
Astronaut Selection Program – an opportunity that literally opened up 
the universe to him.

Frick insists that when he applied, there were many other candidates 
who were more quali�ed than he was. “I thought, ‘It’d be wonderful to go 
to the moon or go into orbit, but it’s probably not going to happen, so I’ll 
just keep �ying,’” he says.

He then learned in April 1996, at age 32, that he had been selected 
for the program. He trained alongside 35 other Americans and nine 
international astronauts. Six years later in 2002, Frick would pilot his �rst 
space �ight to the International Space Station. In 2008, he returned to the 
space station for his second shu�le mission, for which he served as crew 
commander.

 “You can be at NASA for a long time before you actually go into 
space,” he explains. “From NASA’s perspective, [its leaders] want to pick 
someone who has demonstrated a skill or capability, and you’re not going 
to have that right out of college. It’s just the reality of it.”

A�er the initial training, astronauts do not immediately prepare for 
space �ight, he says. Instead, they can work in mission control, support 
crews that are training for space �ight, or provide engineering and 
maintenance support for space vehicles.  In Frick’s case, he worked in 
numerous positions, including  lead capsule communicator (CAPCOM) 
in mission control.

Once selected for a mission, astronauts spend about 18 months 
preparing for space �ight. Frick worked with crews of seven on both 
missions. 

“You work very closely with your crew,” he explains. “You have to 
learn all of these tasks, and then you have to learn what you would do if 
every part of that goes wrong. We have to practice for every variation you 
could think of. �ings usually go amazingly well, but you have to practice 
for everything.”

Being in the shu�le on the day of the launch is surreal, he says. Unlike 
the simulator, on the day of the launch, astronauts are required to lie on 

their backs inside the shu�le for three hours – in 90-pound pressure suits 
– while the space vehicle is prepped for launch.
  “You get to the real launch moment, and you’re sore and your 
back hurts. You want to say, ‘OK, let’s launch or let’s get out and do it 
tomorrow, because this is no fun,’” he says with a laugh.
 Once the shu�le launches, it takes only 8.5 minutes to reach orbit 
and every second is occupied with a speci�c task. Moreover, to get into 
orbit, the shu�le must reach a speed of exactly 17,500 miles per hour! – 
any less than that and the shu�le will fall back into the atmosphere, he 
explains.
 “You’ve done it so many times in a simulator, with stu� breaking 
all over the place, engines going out, having to land in di�erent places 
around the planet when you can’t quite make it to orbit,” he says. “�en 
you get in the real vehicle and it has an odd sense of reality. Even if the 
simulator shakes and moves, it’s not like being in the real vehicle and 
seeing the steam rising around your windows and watching the birds �y 
by and listening to the cha�er on the loops.”
 Currently, Frick is on a yearlong detail at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate 
School, where he is teaching courses on spacecra� propulsion and 
spacecra� design and acting as a liaison between NASA and the U.S. 
Navy.
 When his detail ends, he’ll return to Johnson Space Center, where 
he hopes to participate in NASA’s newest space exploration programs, 
such as the human-rated capsule Orion and the U.S. Space Launch 
System at Marshall Space Flight Center in Alabama, which is being 
tested to allow for human exploration beyond Earth’s orbit, including 
to Mars.
 Frick, who is married to Dr. Jennifer Rhatigan, a NASA engineer, 
comes back to Pi�sburgh regularly to visit his parents and siblings and 
their families. At age 50, he says it’s unlikely that he’ll return to space 
�ight, so he was sure to cherish the experiences that life in orbit provided.
 “I had to remind myself that I may never get to do this again in 
my life, so I need to take two seconds to look out the window and see 
what the sky looks like when it goes from blue to black as we climb, 
and to remember what the engines pushing you at 3Gs feels like, 
which is an amazing experience you’ve never felt before,” he says. 
“You try to get ‘snapshots‘ like that while you’re making sure you’re doing 
your job well.”   ■

“I had to remind myself that I may never 
get to do this again, so I need to take two 
seconds to look out the window and see 
what the sky looks like when it goes from 

blue to black as we climb, remember what 
the engines pushing you at 3Gs feels like... 

You try to get ‘snapshots‘ like that.”   
– Astronaut Stephen Frick on flying spacecraft
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INEVENTS

JACK AND JILL  
PRESENTATION BALL
 �e Pi�sburgh Chapter of Jack and Jill 
of America held its Presentation Ball on 
December 27 at the Omni William Penn 
Hotel.
 Jack and Jill of America is a national 
organization which strives to make a 
di�erence in the greater Pi�sburgh area, 
instilling the values of leadership and 
community service in its members. �is 
year, Ashlynn �ompson, a junior at 
Pine-Richland High School, and Wesley 
Johnson, a junior at Winchester �urston 
School, were recognized for their hours 
of community service and academic 
excellence at the ball. 
 “�is evening is a culmination of all 
of the hard work and sacri�ce the 14 
presentees have made over the past year,” 
said Dr. Charena Swann, co-chair of the 
event. “We are very proud of them.”   
 �is year's event bene�ted Healthy 
Start, an organization devoted to reducing 
the rate of infant mortality and low 
birth weight babies in southwestern 
Pennsylvania. 

 
PHOTOS AND TEXT BY KATHY RUDOLPH

Co-chairs 
Dr. Charena Swann 
and Janine Frazier 
Macklin

Ashlynn Ella Thompson, 
daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bruce Thompson

City of Pittsburgh 
Councilman 
Rev. Ricky Burgess 
with daughter 
Candace

Former Pittsburgh 
Steeler Charlie Batch 
with wife LaTasha Batch
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Former Pittsburgh Steeler Lynn 
Swann with Dr. Charena Swann and 
sons L. Braxton and Shafer

Volunteers Kelly McCormick, Warner 
N. Macklin, III, with Bethany Criswell

Wesley Alan 
Johnson, 
son of Mr. 
Vincent and 
Dr. Rhonda 
Johnson
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T ransform what you have into what you 
want with home improvement help from 

the experts. From windows that wow, to 
laid-out landscaping, these regional pros point 
out what you’ll need this spring to create your 
very own remarkable redo. Here’s your green 
light to spring’s fresh new start. 
By Reese Randall

THE HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
GUIDE

turn the page for great ideas >>>

laid-out landscaping, these regional pros point 
out what you’ll need this spring to create your 
very own remarkable redo. Here’s your green 

IMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENT

laid-out landscaping, these regional pros point 
out what you’ll need this spring to create your 
very own remarkable redo. Here’s your green 
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THE HOME THE HOME 
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THE HOME THE HOME 
IMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENT
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windows
Glass Act

If the eyes are the 
window to the soul, then 
windows are the window 
to the style of your home. 
�ey’re an essential 
part of a home’s overall 
aesthetic from the outside 
in. Replacing windows 
means knowing how 
to be cost-e�ective and 
energy e�cient, all while 
maintaining your home’s character.

�e Window Source of Pi�sburgh o�ers many di�erent options and 
looks. “We can do everything from Victorian-style windows, to keep with 
an older look of a home, to modern-day styles,” says James Carroll, COO. 
Either way, upgrading your windows to energy-e�cient ones will use 
less energy to provide the same service and will help keep your heating 
and cooling bills lower. “Incorporating or upgrading to energy-e�cient 
windows means using triple- or double-pane windows—it’s be�er for 
insulating your home,” says Carroll, who o�ers three types of models to 
choose from including the 3000, 6000 and 9000 series. “Our 3000 series 
model is most economical and is still an upgrade to an older window 
using two panes of glass,” he says. 

landscape
Curb Appeal

If you want to dig deep into redoing your landscape 
this spring, then hiring a professional is an easy call. 
With so much to consider—fertilizing, pruning, 
mulching, sustainability and soiling, to name 
a few—there’s a list of to-do’s that are top of 
mind that a pro can unearth for you and your 
beauti�cation plans. Your plans should 
involve a budget, low-maintenance 
plants and the overall scope of your 
‘scape to include a boost to 
your botanicals and aesthetic 
execution.

Wild Rose Landscape 
Design creates sustainable 

aesthetic design that’s chemical free. Sustainable landscaping is knowing 
where to plant the right plant in the right place, void of any chemicals. 
“If  homeowners receive sustainable landscaping it also means they 
don’t have to replace what they’ve done from one year to the next, so it 
becomes an economical and eco-friendly choice,” says Melissa Fabian, 
owner and lead designer at Wild Rose Landscape Design. “We design and 
choose plants for the environmental conditions, including the right plants 
that are proven to be deer resistant—which is important living in this 
region,” says Fabian, who is a certi�ed sustainable horticulturist through 
the Sustainable Horticulture Program at Phipps Conservatory. It’s there 
that Fabian learned how to conserve natural resources. “I avoid wasting 
water and fertilizer—it’s an eco-green thing that we do,” says Fabian. 
Here she shares three maintenance-free plants or shrubs that are great for 
sustainable landscaping. �e Service Berry is a pre�y plant in spring and 
doesn’t need special watering. “�e best thing about the Service Berry 
is that deer don’t eat it,” explains Fabian. Next on the list is a perennial 
plant called the Brunnera. “Deer also don’t eat this and it has good foliage 
and grows in semi-shade,” she says. Another plant would be for color 
and it’s called the Woody Stem Hydrangea, which is another sustainable 
alternative for the homeowner. Fabian adds, “�ese plants are examples 

of low-maintenance options that o�er more to the 
environment, and are ones we use to create a 

healthy and beautiful landscape.”
Robert Campbell, president of Apple 

Lawn Service, says the biggest thing, in his 
experience landscaping for homeowners, 

is their love of ownership of their 
landscape. “We’ve 

found that 
personalization 

is what 
homeowners 

want,” he 
says. At 

SPRING IS A GOOD TIME FOR OUTDOOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
Reasons for a redo can range from returning your home to its former glory to creating 
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With so much to consider—fertilizing, pruning, 
mulching, sustainability and soiling, to name 
a few—there’s a list of to-do’s that are top of 
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beauti�cation plans. Your plans should 
involve a budget, low-maintenance 
plants and the overall scope of your 
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and it’s called the Woody Stem Hydrangea, which is another sustainable 
alternative for the homeowner. Fabian adds, “�ese plants are examples 
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Summer 2015 
Special Advertising Section:

Real Estate
Summer is an active time in real estate  

and IN Community is here to help you navigate 
the market. Our special real estate section will  

be full of useful information on improving  
your home’s value, home maintenance, outdoor 

style, real estate trends and much more!

Contact us at 
724.942.0940 
to advertise!
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Apple Lawn Service 
workers build boulder 
designs with engraving 
to give homeowners an 
opportunity to create a 
one-of-a-kind item for 
their yard or property. “We 
don’t just stop at boulders; 
we personalize �re pits 
and benches, too,” says 
Campbell. �e boulders 
do a lot for a home, he explains, and assures homeowners that everything 
they install or landscape isn’t permanent. “If we’ve installed a personalized 
boulder, �re pit or bench and you decide to move, you can take your 
landscape keepsake with you when you move—that’s important in 
knowing your home is where you take it,” says Campbell.

ponds
The Water Works

Either natural or 
man-made, ponds are a 
beautiful and small feature 
that embodies the essence 
of serenity. Squa�ed down 
next to it or looking out 
to the backyard from the 
kitchen window—or from 
any window—a pond 
is a landscape feature 
homeowners can enjoy 
from any exterior or interior vantage point.

“So many people love the sound of water,” says Ed Taimuty, co-owner 
of Wet Pets and Friends. �e addition of a pond can enhance a bland, 
uninteresting hillside, giving it some visual appeal and life. “[Ponds] 
can a�ract wildlife and birds that in turn add to the e�ect of the overall 
aesthetic of what a pond provides,” says Taimuty. �ere’s also the pond-
less waterfall, he adds, for homeowners who don’t want to take care of 
�sh, but just enjoy the sound of a waterfall and pond along with the visual 
e�ect. A pond-less waterfall still has a pit, but it’s camou�aged. “Lots 
of people have nothing else that will live or grow on their property and 
a pond is something they can add to bring their landscape to life,” says 
Taimuty, who describes pond sizes anywhere from a small 3x3 size up 
to a massive install of a 30x40. “One important part of installing a pond 
that we understand to a science is how to �lter the water to keep the �sh 
healthy and safe,” he adds. “I think the biggest thing about a pond is a love 
for the sound of water.” Taimuty explains that it’s a visual work of art, and 
making it look as natural as possible is a visual reward. 

fences
Stake Your Ground

With so much riding on a good fence, the most important is privacy. 
Not that you lack an abundance of neighborly love, it’s just that it may be 
true that absence makes the heart grow fonder. Grow your love of even 
more than privacy, but security. From keeping unwanted trespassers out 
to keeping li�le children and pets in—safety is �rst. And, of course, last 
but not least, design—fences add �are to the backdrop of your overall 
landscape. Here are a few things to remember before breaking ground: 

KITCHEN & BATH MAKEOVERS

If you’re planning a kitchen and bath remodel, start with a free in-home 
consultation and estimate led by a professional. This is the best time to 
discuss your ideas for the design, color, flooring, accessories, functionality 

and budget of your kitchen and bath. Finding a designer or builder who 
specializes in this process is best practice. 

As a homeowner the best way to approach a designer is with a general 
understanding of budgets and the current value of kitchen and bathroom 
remodels or updates. “When clients know their true budget,” says Stephanie 
Bolinda, director of marketing at Cabinet Sales Plus, “we’re able to create 
a kitchen or bath to fulfill all of their needs on the wish list—giving them the 
best quality they can afford.” Bolinda’s suggestion for homeowners is to do 
a little research to find out what the kitchen and bath price ranges are, and 
what is affordable to them, to create an honest number and budget. “Every 
client has a number in the back of his or her mind. Then we can take off 
from there,” she says, adding that clients should create a list of things as 
they’re using their current kitchen or bath. “Keep a notepad on the counter 
to write down what the current pros and cons are. Have a running list of 
what bothers you and what doesn’t,” says Bolinda. Although the aforemen-
tioned tips can apply to both kitchens and baths, bathrooms have a little 
different perspective. “For example, maybe it’s a renovation for teens and 
the [clients need] more storage or space. They have to evaluate their lifestyle 
and what their needs are, and the budget comes into play. Or there are 
empty nesters who want to create their fantasy bathroom—oftentimes it still 
comes down to a more limited space and the needs outweigh the wants.” 

Sometimes even minor improvements in the kitchen and bath can give 
them a whole new look. “For example, a new countertop or changing out 
hardware can give your kitchen or bath just enough of a change that it 
makes a noticeable difference,” says Paul Columbus, co-owner of Columbus 
Brothers, which specializes in kitchens, baths and flooring. “A kitchen and 
bath [update] is definitely your number-one way to increase your home’s 
value, for pleasure or for resale.” 

Whether your kitchen and bath improvements are for the purpose of 
resale or just to enjoy your home for the long haul, designing to current 
trends is great at the time of renovation, but can be outgrown in a few years. 
“It’s best to keep the larger ticket items, such as cabinets and countertops, 
away from any trending colors, and use the paint, accents and accessories 
to add pop,” says Lisa Hurley, certified kitchen and bath designer (CKD/
CBD) at Angelo Associates. For a kitchen, an easy upgrade can be to 
replace the outdated brass or white knobs with a more modern brushed 
nickel or oil-rubbed bronze knob; while replacing dated laminate tops with 
granite or engineered stone is always a great update. “Appliances are always 
a good way to update, too, when upgrading from an old white [or avocado, 
or mustard] colored appliance to stainless—it can really make an impact on 
the overall look of the kitchen,” says Hurley.

 Making an impact in the bathroom is also top of mind, but a challenge 
homeowners face today is the realization that bathrooms are no longer 
simply utilitarian. “They’re becoming home spas and a place where we 
can unwind and relax—there’s no better room in the house to renovate or 
upgrade,” says Hurley. However, if you’re on a tight budget, cost-effective 
bath upgrades can be similar to the kitchen. Hurley says, “Old knobs or pulls 
can be changed. The tops can be updated to Corian, granite or engineered 
stone, and faucets and fixtures can add a pop by replacing them with more 
modern pieces to help make it into your own oasis.” 

Continued on next page >>>
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walls, walkways & patios
Step it Up

Choosing how to build 
your walls, walkways and 
patios means knowing what 
material to choose and 
what pa�ern(s) to design. 
Breathe life into your 
hardscape with cu�ing-
edge, inexpensive brick 
and stone and walk your 
way to style and substance 
underfoot.

Oxford Landscaping stays underfoot with homeowners in projects 
from all walks of landscaping renewal. “Typically the reason homeowners 
are completing projects to improve what they have, or to upgrade to 
something be�er, is for pure enjoyment,” says John Swentosky, owner 
of Oxford Landscaping. “If you have a patio, you add to it for fun with 
a friendly �re pit and grill.” If there is only room for basic upkeep, that’s 
always a reason to make an improvement. “If your walkway or sidewalk 
is coming apart, then it needs to be replaced,” says Swentosky. “A simple 
repair like �xing the hardscape will only enhance a property and increase 
the value of your home.”

roofing & siding
Peak Performance

It’s the part of the house you think no one can see, but it’s a visible 
a�ribute that could ma�er most. From keeping the weather conditions at 
bay to acting as a focal point, raise the roof on a look that adds character 
and functionality to the entire home. �ere are options that include a 
shed roof (single slope), gable roof (two slopes that meet at a peak down 
the middle), a dormer (a small gable roof) and an extension if you’re 
looking to extend your existing roo�ine, such as a porch roof.

“By adding a porch roof you not only increase the property value of 
your home but also enhance the curb appeal of it,” says Michael Inks, 

owner of Inks Installations. “�e additions 
we create provide a more overall 

Apply for a building 
permit with the city to 
make sure you won’t 
knock into any sewer, gas 
or electrical lines, con�rm 
your property lines, choose 
your materials and height 
of the fence, and, �nally, 
choose a design such as 
la�ice, picket or privacy—
the styles are endless.

“A fence is a good place to start when landscaping your property,” says 
Gary Seward, owner of Seward Fence Company. “It can help accentuate 
your gardens and also help protect from wild animals and unwanted 
visitors.” He adds that fences are also strongly recommended when 
homeowners plan for a swimming pool—which is a big spring home 
improvement.

When considering an exterior makeover of a home, there are several 
choices of fences for a homeowner to consider. “It’s popular to choose 
maintenance-free options, such as ornamental aluminum and vinyl 
fences, so there is not much work a�er the installation,” says Seward. 
He adds that some choices, mainly wood options, can provide a more 
aesthetic and natural look to your yard.

“Di�erent options homeowners have for a residential application can 
be ornamental aluminum fences, vinyl fences, cedar picket and privacy 
fences, split-rail fences and chain link fences,” says Seward.

building materials
Build it and They Will Come

From roof renovations 
to structural redesign, 
home improvements can 
be wall-to-wall work. �e 
materials you need to make 
the overhaul from so-so 
to the sublime relies on 
smart choices in building 
materials while planning 
for the long term.

“Since most of the 
lumber used for a project is permanent, buying the right kind of lumber 
for the project will pay long-term dividends,” explains Bruce Edwards, 
president and owner of Brookside Lumber & Supply Company in Bethel 
Park and H.P. Starr Lumber in Valencia. Edwards says investing in the 
correct lumber the �rst time will reap bene�ts for the homeowner both 
structurally and visually from the start of your project. “�e drywall, 
paint, trim and decor will look professionally done when a good quality 
lumber stands behind the �nished product,” says Edwards, who adds 
that the two main reasons homeowners purchase lumber is to remodel 
their home or to do repairs. “No ma�er which reason, a homeowner has a 
number of available products to continue with their plans,” says Edwards. 
One popular product that o�ers variety and provides a drastic design 
change includes moldings or an ornamental-shaped decorative feature. 
“In addition to hundreds of shapes and sizes, moldings are available in 
pine, hardwoods, MDF (sawdust and glue) and preprimed material,” 
says Edwards. “�e best products—like knowing the best building 
materials you need for your project—will go a long way toward adding 
value, function and beauty to your home.”

owner of Inks Installations. “�e additions 
we create provide a more overall 

Continued on page 29 >>>
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comfortable living space 
by expanding the area 
in which you live.” He 
adds that it is more cost 
e�ective than relocating.

“Roo�ng and siding 
serve both design and 
function,” says Craig 
Gouker, manager of Craig 
Gouker Roo�ng and 
Siding. “�ere are new 
options available now that can really modernize the look of a home.” �e 
variety of colors and styles allows homeowners to achieve a look tailor-
made to them. “Not only does updating the look of an old home greatly 
improve its curb appeal for future buyers, the roof and siding are the 
protection of the home. If they are not functioning properly, the structure 
and interior improvements risk damage from water and other harmful 
conditions,” explains Gouker. “�e investment in the roof and siding is 
money well spent.”

“Preventive maintenance is critical when it comes to your roof,” says TJ 
Wille�s, director of marketing at Burns & Scalo Roo�ng. “It’s protecting 
your assets on the inside.” He adds that the most important item of 
business for homeowners to remember, when it comes time to make 
improvements to their roof, is to be consistent with its care and upkeep. 

Consumers are always seeking ways to spend their roo�ng budget 
wisely, to protect their home while increasing its value; aesthetics is an 
important part of the equation. Currently, a trend in design is premium 
shingles. �ere is a large color pale�e with diverse selections compared 
to basic shingle grades, and they have a longer expected lifespan. “�ey’re 
a beautiful option for shingle types and really o�er homeowners a visual 

opportunity to advance the look of their home,” says Wille�s. “Designer 
shingles or luxury shingles are a nominal [cost] increase over traditional 
shingles, but it opens up a world of options—which is worth it.”

tree service
Deeply Rooted Design

Why should you put any home improvement e�ort into your trees? 
�ey’re the root to your homestead and can be the main focal point of your 
yard. If uprooting an existing tree is a necessity because it is damaging your 
home, then you’ll need to remove it as soon as possible. If it’s no hazard 
at all, then a spring home 
improvement project should 
be all about your trees’ health 
and maintenance.

“�e reasons why a healthy 
tree within a landscape 
is vital to a homeowner’s 
landscape comes down to 
two things,” says Richard Till, 
assistant district manager 
for Davey Tree Expert 
Co. “First, aesthetics—your property should look good, and second, 
economics—a good tree placement can save the house energy and add 
value to the property.” Davey Tree Expert Co. handles tree care, lawn care 
and landscaping. “�ere’s a list of services that include basic tree pruning 
and removal. We also spray trees for insects and disease, and inject fertilizer 
to help the life of a tree,” says Till.  �

home, then you’ll need to remove it as soon as possible. If it’s no hazard 
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Swing 
into

Swing

As the weather warms up, shed 
your winter coat and get started 

on this list of fun (and mostly 
free) ways to enjoy the spring 

season. From garden workshops 
and art exhibits to flower shows 

and craft festivals, there’s 
something for everyone!

BY KATHY RUDOLPH
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       Bantam Jeep Heritage Festival - June 12-14
Cooper’s Lake Campground, 205 Currie Rd., Slippery Rock; 
bantamjeepfestival.com

Celebrate the birthplace of the Jeep. Featuring o�-road trails, a 
Jeep playground, show ‘n shine, WWII encampment, a history 
exhibit, a 5K race and lots of vendors. 

Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve - Increasing 
Backyard Biodiversity Program - April 18
614 Dorseyville Rd., Fox Chapel; 412.963.6100, or  
aswp.org/locations/beechwood

Learn about native plants that will create a beautiful, practical 
habitat for wildlife in your backyard.

Boyd Community Center Gardenfest and 
Artists Market - May 9,  9 a.m.-3 p.m.  
1220 Powers Run Rd., O’Hara Township; 
412.828.8566, or boydcommunitycenter.org

Dozens of local and national vendors and professional 
artists, plants, seeds and garden-related tools and 
art will be available for purchase. �ere will also be 
educational presentations for adults and children.

Butler Humane Society Fur Ball Gala - 
April 25
Butler Country Club, 310 Country Club Rd., Butler; 724.789.1150, 
or butlercountyhs.org  

Enjoy dinner and dancing while bidding on fantastic items. And 
don’t be late! You’ll miss a visit with some adorable, adoptable pets 
during Yappy Hour.  

Butler Spring Garden Market and Home Show - 
May 16, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Alameda Park,184 Alameda Rd., Butler;  
visitbutlercounty.com/events or co.butler.pa.us

Join the Penn State Master Gardeners and the Butler County 
Chamber of Commerce for this annual show that includes local 
nurseries, cra�s, and food vendors, along with a Master Gardener 
plant sale.

Chatham University Eden Hall Campus Events
6035 Ridge Rd., Gibsonia; 412.365.1600, or  
chatham.edu/edenhall

Enjoy arts and culture close to home! Chatham University brings 
a wide variety of musical and theater groups, sustainability 
workshops and farm-to-table events for the community at its 
Eden Hall campus.  

Gardens of Millvale
Garden plots throughout Millvale; 412.821.2777, or  
millvalepa.com/things-to-do/gardens-of-millvale

Get involved, take a class, or volunteer this spring at public 
gardening areas throughout Millvale. �is program brings 
together residents and business owners to teach the art of 
horticulture.

Gardening and 
Landscaping Symposium 
and Marketplace - April 18,  
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
The Hillman Center for Performing Arts,  
423 Fox Chapel Road, Fox Chapel;  
extension.psu.edu

�is event showcases internationally renowned speakers and 
o�ers attendees the opportunity to shop for new and unique 
plants and garden accessories. 

Glenshaw Century Club Spring Luncheon and 
Fashion Show - April 25 
Fox Chapel Country Club, 26 Fox Chapel Rd., Fox Chapel; 
glenshawcenturyclub.bravehost.com 

Update your spring wardrobe at the “Girls Just Want to Have 
Fun” Spring Luncheon and Fashion Show! �e event bene�ts 
the club’s charitable projects.  

Harmony Museum’s Annual Herb and Garden 
Fair - June 13

Museum Barn Annex, 303 Mercer St., Harmony; 
724.452.7341, or harmonymuseum.org

Enjoy a plant exchange, vegetables, herbs, roses, and expert 
advice, along with entertainment and food. 

 
Ingomar Garden Club

McCandless; ingomar-garden-club.com 

Do you love to garden and give back to the community? 
Ingomar Garden Club provides many programs to better the 
community, which include a junior garden club, horti-therapy 
and scholarships.

Latodami Nature Center of North Park 
575 Brown Rd., Wexford; 724.935.2170, or  
sites.google.com/site/latodaminaturecenter/

Take part in a wide variety of naturalist-led outdoor activities at 
the park this spring including a wild�ower search, a birdwatching 
hike and nature discovery days for kids.  

North Hills Art Center Regional Show - May 
3432 Babcock Blvd., Ross Township; 412.364.3622, or 
northhillsartcenter.com

Get inspired with this juried exhibit featuring regional artists in 
various media.
 
North Hills Community Outreach Street Fair - 
April 30 
The Chadwick, 10545 Perry Highway, Wexford; 412.408.3830,  
or nhco.org  

A fun and festive indoor Street Fair! Enjoy a variety of foods, 
games and entertainment at this spring fundraiser for NHCO! 
 

Boyd Community Center Gardenfest and Boyd Community Center Gardenfest and 

Dozens of local and national vendors and professional 

glenshawcenturyclub.bravehost.com glenshawcenturyclub.bravehost.com 

Update your spring wardrobe at the “Girls Just Want to Have 
Fun” Spring Luncheon and Fashion Show! �e event bene�ts 
the club’s charitable projects.  

Harmony Museum’s Annual Herb and Garden 
Fair - June 13

Museum Barn Annex, 303 Mercer St., Harmony; 
724.452.7341, or harmonymuseum.org

Enjoy a plant exchange, vegetables, herbs, roses, and expert 
advice, along with entertainment and food. 

Landscaping Symposium 
and Marketplace - April 18,  

The Hillman Center for Performing Arts,  
423 Fox Chapel Road, Fox Chapel;  

�is event showcases internationally renowned speakers and 
o�ers attendees the opportunity to shop for new and unique 
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Outdoor Extravaganza - May 22-25
Breakneck Campground, 1757 Cheeseman Rd., Portersville; 
outdoorextravaganza.org

Sponsored by the Butler Outdoor Club, activities include trail and 
road biking, sailing, ra�ing, canoeing and kayaking, hikes, yoga 
hikes and a scavenger hunt. �ere will also be historical and other 
types of excursions to go on.

The Pennsic War at Coopers Lake Campground -  
July 24-August 7

205 Currie Rd., Slippery Rock; pennsicwar.org/penn44/

Take part in an annual medieval camping event held by the 
Society for Creative Anachronism. 

Pine Township Earth Day Celebration - 
April 18, 1 p.m. 

100 Pine Park Dr., Wexford; 724.625.1636, or twp.pine.pa.us

Celebrate Earth Day with your family at Pine Park pond for fun 
outdoor activities! Games, hikes, a scavenger hunt and more 
activities are planned! Register on the website.  

Pittsburgh Tour-de-Cure to Stop Diabetes -  
May 17
Seneca Valley High School, 124 Seneca School Rd., Harmony; 
412.824.1181 x4604, diabetes.org

Tour de Cure is a day full of fun where riders of all levels 
join forces to “Stop Diabetes,” raising critical funds for 
research, education and advocacy in support of the 
American Diabetes Association.   

Reilly’s Summer Seat Farm Spring 
Seminars and Workshops
1120 Roosevelt Rd., Ross Township; 412.364.8662, or 
reillyssummerseatfarm.com

Want to become a better gardener? Reilly’s can help! Workshops 
and seminars include creating a colorful container garden and 
landscape design. Visit the website for more details.  

Seneca Social - April 16
Jergel’s Rhythm Grill, 285 Northgate Dr., Warrendale;          
www.svsd.net/Page/15542   

Support Seneca Valley School District students this spring! �e 
Seneca Valley Foundation is hosting a fun evening out �lled with 
live entertainment, exceptional food, and a silent auction.
 

Sewickley Garden Tour - June 19-20
Various locations in Edgeworth and Sewickley; 
sewickleygardens.org

Six attractive gardens located in Edgeworth and Sewickley are 
featured on this tour! 

Sewickley May Mart - May 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Broad Street between Beaver and Thorn Streets, Sewickley; 
sewickleygardens.org

Featuring plants and gardening accessories supplied by local 
garden clubs. 

Sewickley Unleashed - May 16, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Downtown Sewickley; sewickleyunleashed.org

Join us for the annual Sewickley Unleashed, a fun day for people 
and pets! A 5K Run, shopping with local businesses and a Pet 
Parade with costumed pets. Proceeds help the Western PA 
Humane Society.  

Soergel Orchards Strawberry Festival -  
Early June, based on strawberry quantities 

2573 Brandt School Rd., Wexford; 724.935.1743

All your favorite strawberry desserts and a few new ones! Take a 
hayride to the strawberry patch to pick your own. �e air is �lled 

with music and the smell of hot dogs on the grill.

Shaler Garden Club Plant Sale - May 2
Kiwanis Park, 399 Wetzel Rd., Shaler;  

shalergardenclub.org

Freshen up your home and garden this spring with 
locally grown perennials and annuals. Ra�es, cra�s, a 
bake sale and �ea market items round out the day.  

Shaler Great Gardens Tour - Late June 
Shaler North Hills Library, 1822 Mount Royal Blvd., Glenshaw; 
412.486.0211, or shalergardenclub.org

Local gardens with great variety, color and special details are 
featured on this self-guided tour. 

Southern Butler Garden Club Tour - 
June 20, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  
Cranberry Municipal, 2525 Rochester Rd., Cranberry Twp.;  
southernbutlercountygardenclub.org

Tour beautiful gardens in Cranberry and the surrounding area. A 
treat for the eyes and nose.

Succop Nature Park - Naturally Creative: 
Make and Take Green Roof Birdhouse - 
April 25
185 West Airport Rd., Butler; 724.586.2591, or  
aswp.org/locations/succop

Bring a hammer and build your own birdhouse, complete with a 
green roof! Birdhouse materials and native plants are provided. 
Visit the website to register.  ■

Outdoor Extravaganza - May 22-25
Breakneck Campground, 1757 Cheeseman Rd., Portersville; 
outdoorextravaganza.org

Sponsored by the Butler Outdoor Club, activities include trail and 
road biking, sailing, ra�ing, canoeing and kayaking, hikes, yoga 
hikes and a scavenger hunt. �ere will also be historical and other 
types of excursions to go on.

The Pennsic War at Coopers Lake Campground - 
July 24-August 7

205 Currie Rd., Slippery Rock; pennsicwar.org/penn44/

Tour de Cure is a day full of fun where riders of all levels 
with music and the smell of hot dogs on the grill.

Shaler Garden Club Plant Sale - May 2
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Getting Along

British Swim School in Wexford focuses 
on essential water safety.

By Jennifer Brozak

Swimmingly
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Swimmingly

F
ounded in 1981 by Rita Goldberg, a former national 
swimmer in Britain, British Swim School (BSS) teaches 
water safety survival skills to children as young as three 
months old. Under the direction of the Steel City 
Aquatics Group, BSS-Pi�sburgh operates out of the 

Woodlands Foundation in Wexford, in Valencia at St. Barnabas 
Crystal Conservatories, and at Hya� Place hotels in Cranberry and 
Robinson Township. Moreover, as a result of its recent national 
partnership with LA Fitness, the group also teaches at LA Fitness 
locations in the North Hills, Robinson, and Bakery Square, and 
plans to expand into Bridgeville, Pleasant Hills and Bethel Park in 
the coming year.

Learning to swim is one of the most critical skills a child can 
master. According to franchise owner Becky Grindle, the company’s 
focus on water survival is what di�erentiates BSS from other learn-
to-swim programs.

“We teach water survival �rst and foremost. We teach them how 
to roll over to �oat, and also how to get to the side and yell for 
help,” Grindle explains. As a very practical part of their instruction, 
children are required to jump into the pool with clothes on – 
including pajamas and winter jackets.

“Children need to learn what it feels like when they fall into the 
water without a swimsuit on,” Grindle says, pointing out that most 
drowning accidents occur when children are fully clothed. “If they 
do fall into water with their clothes on and they already know what 
that feels like, they’ll be able to concentrate on ge�ing out of the 
water.”

BSS also teaches the concept of “�row – don’t go.” If a non-
swimmer has fallen into the water, it is much safer to throw a 
life-saving device to him/her than to go into the water a�er the 
drowning person. 

Grindle says that the program, which operates year-round, teaches 
more than 300 students per month across its seven locations, and 
employs 17 skilled instructors, each of whom has been required to 
a�end 40 hours of intense BSS training and achieve both lifeguard 
and CPR certi�cation. All of the instructors, including Grindle’s son 
Ryan, who is also a co-owner, are college graduates, and several of 
the teachers are trained in working with special-needs children. 

With the youngest infants, the goal is to acclimate them to the 
water, says BSS general manager and co-owner Traci Brown. 

“�is is the �rst time many infants and toddlers have been in 
a pool,” says Brown. “For the �rst few lessons, they’re with their 
parents in the pool, and we just try to get them used to the water. 
Our instructors use gentle techniques and toys to engage them and 
to help them feel comfortable in the water.”

Children can become more fearful of the water as they mature, 
which is why early swim lessons are so important, notes Grindle.

“If they’ve reached the 12 to 18-month mark, it's time to get 
them swimming. If they’re not used to it by the time they’re four or 
�ve, they can become frightened of the water and it can take a few 
months’ time just to get them to feel comfortable near the pool,” 
she explains.

“Drowning is the leading cause of death in children under the age 
of �ve. It’s sad, and it’s easily preventable,” says Brown. �is is why 
it’s critical that parents encourage their children to stay in the water, 
even if they start to cry or get scared.” 

“Sure, the parents will be anxious,” Brown adds. “Kids can feed 
o� of that. It’s important that kids and parents know that we’re not 
going to give up on them.”

British Swim School o�ers swim lessons for children who 
are at least three months old and for adults of all ages. For more 
information about the program, visit britishswimschool.com.   ■
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Statistics from the NCAA estimate 
that about 1 in 6,600 high school 
baseball players will ever make it to 

the majors. But statistics are no match 
for a heart that dares to dream. 

Hometown Kid
The Pirates’ Neil Walker 
credits the unwavering 
support of his parents as a 
grounding force in his life.
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By Pamela Palongue
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When Pittsburgh Pirates second baseman Neil Walker 
was six years old, he probably didn’t realize that playing 
for a major league ball club was an almost insurmountable 
goal. He was busy tagging along after his older brothers, 
Matt and Sean, who would later become outstanding 
athletes in their own right.

“I think that always trying to catch up with them really 
helped me to get better,” says Neil. The challenge of 
trying to match skills with players who were five to eight 
years older may have also helped him develop at a much 
younger age. 

Another advantage he had in his corner were his parents, 
Carolyn and Tom. Tom Walker had already beaten the odds 
himself by pitching in the major leagues for six seasons, 
1972 – 1977, playing for the Expos, the Tigers, the Cards 
and finishing up with the California Angels. 

When Tom saw the natural love that his sons had for 
the game, he took more than a passing interest in helping 
them to achieve their highest potential. “I wanted to coach 
them, so that I knew they were learning the right things,” 
explains Tom. “I knew Neil was pretty special right from the 
start.” But it was his mom, Carolyn, who noticed that he 
had potential to be an ambidextrous player and strongly 
suggested to Tom that Neil should try batting left-handed. 
Her suggestion was met with some grumblings from 
Tom at first, but he knew better than to go up against a 
determined mom. 

To his surprise, Neil fouled off the first pitch, but 
was at least able to make contact with the ball. A second 
pitch sent the ball flying, making the 
youngster a switch-hitter at the ripe old age of six. 

“From the time Neil started playing, you couldn’t get 
him out of the park,” says Tom. “If there was a practice or 
a game, we couldn’t leave the field until spending another 
hour throwing batting practice for him afterward.”

When Neil began playing high school ball at 
Pine-Richland, this same work ethic was evident. 

“The old adage ’Champions are made when no one is 
looking’ was certainly true in Neil’s case,” says baseball 
coach Kurt Wolfe, who coached Neil for four years at Pine-
Richland. “He spent long hours practicing, way beyond the 
regular practices.” 

This desire to play more baseball no doubt helped 
inspire his father to form an elite travel team in the area 
called the Steel City Wildcats. Tom explains, “I wanted 
to help area kids develop to a point where they could 
possibly play college baseball – that was my goal.” Mission 
accomplished. This team, which is still in existence today, 
has been highly successful at preparing young players to 
become college athletes. On Neil’s team in particular, 14 
of the 16 athletes went on to play college baseball.

In addition to hard work and careful planning, fate has 
more than once lent a hand to Neil and Tom Walker in 
their lives. 

In 1972, Tom was playing winter ball in Puerto Rico 
when Managua, Nicaragua, was hit with a devastating 
earthquake. His good friend, Roberto Clemente, was quick 
to help in the process of aiding the quake-ravaged city. 
When Clemente decided to accompany the plane to ensure 
that supplies reached the victims, Tom eagerly volunteered 
to help with the rescue. The plane was already fully loaded 
with virtually no space and Clemente said to Tom, “Stay 

“The old adage, ’Champions are 
made when no one is looking,’ 

was certainly true in Neil’s case. 
He spent long hours practicing, 

way beyond the regular practices.” 
– Pine-Richland Baseball Coach Kurt Wolfe
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here and enjoy your New Year’s 
Eve... we’ll be OK without you.” 

Tragically the plane, which was 
not airworthy and overloaded 
by 4,200 lbs., crashed into the 
ocean shortly after takeoff. 

“I was a young single man 
then,” says Tom, “and I think he 
was just looking out for me.” 

Fast forward 39 years, and 
Neil would also share a special 
connection with the legendary 
baseball star. On 
opening day, April 1, 
2011, Neil hit a grand 
slam home run in the 
Pirates’ game against the 
Chicago Cubs. The only other 
player in the history of the Pirates 
to hit a grand slam on opening 
day is Roberto Clemente. 

When asked about this 
incredible coincidence, Neil says, 
“I certainly feel there’s been a 
divine touch from upstairs in my 
life. I think I’ve definitely had 
a ’helping hand’ in my career, 
especially with my being able to 
play in Pittsburgh.”  

Neil references the famous 
Clemente quote, “Any time 
you have an opportunity 
to make a difference in this 
world and you don’t, then you  
are wasting your time on Earth.” 

“I’ve really tried to emulate  
that in my life,” Neil says. 

His enthusiasm to help others 
is evident in the way he chooses 
to spend his free hours. He 
often returns to Pine-Richland 
High School to help encourage 
young players. He has also 
helped promote the mission 
of Catholic Athletes for Christ 
(CAC), believing that professional 
athletes can benefit from faith 
and regular worship. 

Although his career has 
been highly successful (he was 
awarded the Silver Slugger 
Award in 2014), there have 
been injuries and an occasional 
disappointment along the way. 
Through it all, Neil credits the 
unwavering support of his parents 
as a grounding force. 

“My dad would always say, ’The 
sun will still come up tomorrow.’ 
And I thought that was a great 
thing to say...it just sort of puts it 
all in perspective.”  ■

Photos 
provided 
by the 
Pittsburgh 
Pirates
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Pine-Richland 
Graduate 
Awarded 

NASA 
Fellowship

By Jennifer Brozak

For 2014 
Pine-Richland 

graduate 
Kimberly Lubic, 
a passion for 

science and math 
just became 

exponentially more 
rewarding.
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Lubic, who is now a freshman at West Virginia Wesleyan 
College, was recently awarded a one-year 2014 

NASA Fellowship from the NASA West Virginia Space 
Grant Consortium. The consortium is a NASA-sponsored 
organization which focuses on promoting science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) education in 
West Virginia. Lubic was one of only 11 students enrolled 
in her major at  the college to receive the fellowship.

The winners are selected based upon their academic 
record, as well as their dedication to a discipline of 
interest to NASA. Since her freshman year of high school, 
Lubic, who is the daughter of Karen and Chuck Lubic of 
Gibsonia, has counted math and science as her favorite 
classes, and is now majoring in engineering. Lubic says 
she enjoys calculus the most. 

A member of the National Honor Society in high school, 
she currently maintains a 3.77 grade point average while 
playing collegiate lacrosse.  

Lubic was overjoyed when she learned in September 
that she had been awarded the fellowship. “When I got the 
email, I kept rereading it because I couldn’t believe it, I 
was so excited,” she says.

Each awardee was paid a stipend to perform a 
research project. After Lubic was nominated to receive 
the fellowship, she had to complete a formal application 
process to receive the actual monetary award. That 
process involved submitting a resume as well as a 
description of a research project. 

For the research project, Lubic worked in a group of 
three to design an optimal catapult that could launch a 
tennis ball at least three meters into a bucket. The project 
was conducted in her freshman engineering design course 
under the direction of Dr. Tracey DeLaney, assistant 
professor of physics. 

“The project was pretty challenging because we only had 
four hours to come up with an efficient design and build 
it,” she explains.

“It was also difficult because it was not perfect when 
we first built it. A couple of things went wrong when we 
did our first few practice launches. We had to adjust along 
the way to make our catapult shoot straight every time. At 
first, it would randomly go to the left or right...so we had to 
come up with a better design. You never know what will go 
wrong, so you always have to be prepared,” she says.

Although her career plans are still undecided, the 
fellowship provides Lubic with an opportunity to apply for 
a NASA summer research fellowship and an internship at 
a NASA facility, such as the NASA-Langley Space Flight 
Center.

“I’m looking forward to the opportunities I now have. 
I’m not sure yet what internship I want to apply for,” she 
says, adding, “I’m not positive what I want to do exactly, 
but this fellowship has definitely opened my mind to 
different options.”  ■
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There’s no be�er family 
entertainment than free 
entertainment, and what could 
be freer than the wonders of the 
night sky?

While the clouds of western Pennsylvania 
present challenges, there’s a group that, rain or 
(moon) shine, is outside gazing at the heavens 
with the same wonder and awe that entranced 
mankind since hominids �rst looked up.

�ey’re called “star parties,” which the 
AAAP says have been increasing in frequency 
and a�endance for several years. Many 
people don’t realize that Pi�sburgh has two 
observatories, one in the north – Nicholas 
E. Wagman Observatory in Deer Lakes – 
and one in the south – Mingo Creek Park 
Observatory. Both are operated by the AAAP, 
and when something is happening above, they 
are usually open to anyone who wants to show 
up and watch.

Some of the highlights this year include 
Jupiter, which will be in perfect position for 
viewing this spring, says John Holtz, president 
of the AAAP.

“Jupiter’s four large moons — the ’Galilean 
moons’ — will add to the pleasure of viewing 
it. �is year, Jupiter is positioned such that 
moons can pass in front of each other (a 
transit or occultation) and cast a shadow on 
each other — an eclipse,” he adds. “Although 
the star parties are not timed for any of these 
particular events, with a li�le luck, visitors 
will get to see one. It’s one of the few events 
in astronomy where you can see something 
happening — as opposed to just seeing the 
object.”

Seeing Stars Amateur Astronomers Association of 
Pittsburgh has active Star Party agenda 
planned for 2015

Holtz said Saturn will be completely 
opposite from the sun on May 23, which 
means it will be visible all night long and 
perfect viewing for the late spring and 
summer star parties. Finally, this fall’s Sept. 27 
harvest moon will feature a total lunar eclipse. 
Both observatories will be opened for a star 
party on that date.

Holtz said that things that garner general 
media a�ention – such as harvest moons – 
equal an uptick in visitor 
a�endance to star 
parties.

By Mark Berton
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ing extra clothing! The observatories are in outlying areas where it’s a few  

unaided eyes. 
ou can bring a �ashlight, but please keep it pointed down. If possible, dim the  

t with something red to provide the maximum bene�t of preserving  
our night vision, such as covering it with a red handkerchief.
ou certainly don’t need any equipment such as binoculars or a telescope, but  
eel free to bring them if you’d like. If you are having trouble with your  
elescope, members of the AAAP will be glad to help you.

LOCATIONS:LOCATIONS:LOCATIONS:

Mingo Creek Park ObservatoryMingo Creek Park ObservatoryMingo Creek Park Observatory
Mingo Creek Park Observatory is located 10 miles east of Washington, Pa., in Mingo Creek Park Observatory is located 10 miles east of Washington, Pa., in Mingo Creek Park Observatory is located 10 miles east of Washington, Pa., in 
Nottingham Township in Mingo Creek County Park. The park is located o� Route Nottingham Township in Mingo Creek County Park. The park is located o� Route Nottingham Township in Mingo Creek County Park. The park is located o� Route 
88 or Route 136 in the northeast section of Washington County. Inside the park 88 or Route 136 in the northeast section of Washington County. Inside the park 88 or Route 136 in the northeast section of Washington County. Inside the park 
from the Henry Covered Bridge, the observing location is up Mansion Hill Ext. from the Henry Covered Bridge, the observing location is up Mansion Hill Ext. from the Henry Covered Bridge, the observing location is up Mansion Hill Ext. 
Road on the top of the hill past Shelter 10.Road on the top of the hill past Shelter 10.Road on the top of the hill past Shelter 10.

Wagman ObservatoryWagman ObservatoryWagman Observatory
The Wagman Observatory is located in Deer Lakes Regional Park near Russellton, The Wagman Observatory is located in Deer Lakes Regional Park near Russellton, The Wagman Observatory is located in Deer Lakes Regional Park near Russellton, 
Pa., in the northeast corner of Allegheny County. The observatory entrance is Pa., in the northeast corner of Allegheny County. The observatory entrance is Pa., in the northeast corner of Allegheny County. The observatory entrance is 
at the top of the hill in the middle of the park. Wagman Observatory is a small at the top of the hill in the middle of the park. Wagman Observatory is a small at the top of the hill in the middle of the park. Wagman Observatory is a small 
building with a conventional gable roof design.building with a conventional gable roof design.building with a conventional gable roof design.

If you go to a star party this year, here are a few things to keep in mind:If you go to a star party this year, here are a few things to keep in mind:If you go to a star party this year, here are a few things to keep in mind:
••• Bring extra clothing! The observatories are in outlying areas where it’s a few BrBring extra clothing! The observatories are in outlying areas where it’s a few Bring extra clothing! The observatories are in outlying areas where it’s a few  Bring extra clothing! The observatories are in outlying areas where it’s a few ing extra clothing! The observatories are in outlying areas where it’s a few  

degrees cooler. A slight breeze can create a “wind chill” e�ect, even in summer. degdegrees cooler. A slight breeze can create a “wind chill” e�ect, even in summer. degrees cooler. A slight breeze can create a “wind chill” e�ect, even in summer. degrees cooler. A slight breeze can create a “wind chill” e�ect, even in summer. rees cooler. A slight breeze can create a “wind chill” e�ect, even in summer. 
••• Bring a beverage since the observatories do not have running water.BrBring a beverage since the observatories do not have running water.Bring a beverage since the observatories do not have running water.Bring a beverage since the observatories do not have running water.ing a beverage since the observatories do not have running water.
••• Bring a lawn chair or blanket if you want to sit and enjoy the sky with your BrBring a lawn chair or blanket if you want to sit and enjoy the sky with your Bring a lawn chair or blanket if you want to sit and enjoy the sky with your Bring a lawn chair or blanket if you want to sit and enjoy the sky with your ing a lawn chair or blanket if you want to sit and enjoy the sky with your 
unaided eyes. unaided eyes. unaided eyes. 
••• You can bring a �ashlight, but please keep it pointed down. If possible, dim the YYou can bring a �ashlight, but please keep it pointed down. If possible, dim the You can bring a �ashlight, but please keep it pointed down. If possible, dim the  You can bring a �ashlight, but please keep it pointed down. If possible, dim the ou can bring a �ashlight, but please keep it pointed down. If possible, dim the  You can bring a �ashlight, but please keep it pointed down. If possible, dim the  YYou can bring a �ashlight, but please keep it pointed down. If possible, dim the You can bring a �ashlight, but please keep it pointed down. If possible, dim the  Y

�ashlight with something red to provide the maximum bene�t of preserving �ashligh�ashlight with something red to provide the maximum bene�t of preserving �ashlight with something red to provide the maximum bene�t of preserving  �ashlight with something red to provide the maximum bene�t of preserving t with something red to provide the maximum bene�t of preserving  
your night vision, such as covering it with a red handkerchief.yyour night vision, such as covering it with a red handkerchief.your night vision, such as covering it with a red handkerchief.your night vision, such as covering it with a red handkerchief.our night vision, such as covering it with a red handkerchief.

••• You certainly don’t need any equipment such as binoculars or a telescope, but YYou certainly don’t need any equipment such as binoculars or a telescope, but You certainly don’t need any equipment such as binoculars or a telescope, but  You certainly don’t need any equipment such as binoculars or a telescope, but ou certainly don’t need any equipment such as binoculars or a telescope, but  You certainly don’t need any equipment such as binoculars or a telescope, but  YYou certainly don’t need any equipment such as binoculars or a telescope, but You certainly don’t need any equipment such as binoculars or a telescope, but  Y
feel free to bring them if you’d like. If you are having trouble with your ffeel free to bring them if you’d like. If you are having trouble with your feel free to bring them if you’d like. If you are having trouble with your  feel free to bring them if you’d like. If you are having trouble with your eel free to bring them if you’d like. If you are having trouble with your  feel free to bring them if you’d like. If you are having trouble with your  ffeel free to bring them if you’d like. If you are having trouble with your feel free to bring them if you’d like. If you are having trouble with your  f
telescope, members of the AAAP will be glad to help you.ttelescope, members of the AAAP will be glad to help you.telescope, members of the AAAP will be glad to help you.telescope, members of the AAAP will be glad to help you.elescope, members of the AAAP will be glad to help you.

Mingo Creek Park Observatory
Mingo Creek County Park, Washington County

March 27, 28
April 24, 25
May 22, 23
June 19, 20
July 24, 25

August 14, 15  
   (Mingo 10-Year Anniversary)

Sept 5 (Dark Sky), 
   19, 27 (Sunday Lunar Eclipse)

Oct 3 (Dark Sky), 17
Nov 14 Bundle-up Star Party

Star Party Schedule 2015
Wagman Observatory

Deer Lakes Park, Allegheny County
March 27, 28
April 24, 25
May 22, 23
June 19, 20
July 24, 25

August 21, 22
Sept 5 (Dark Sky),  

   19, 27 (Sunday Lunar Eclipse)
Oct 3 (Dark Sky), 17

Nov 7 Mid-Autumn Star Party

“We had 1,500 visitors on one night during 
Comet Hale Bopp in 1997, similar numbers 
for Comet Hyakutake,” says Holtz. “And the 
collision of Comet Shoemaker Levy 9 into 
Jupiter in 1994 brought increased visitors to 
Wagman Observatory. A total lunar eclipse 
also brings out the visitors.” 

And while a trip to the observatory may 
intimidate some who think the activity to be 
too brainy, Holtz says that AAAP takes care to 
welcome newbies into the fold.

“I can certainly understand how someone 
can be intimidated if coming to a star party 
with a small telescope only to see the large 
scopes that our members set up,” he says. “But 
I think any intimidation quickly disappears as 
people interact with our members. �e vast 
majority of them are very ‘down-to-Earth’ 
people and enjoy sharing their knowledge. 
Because of their passion for astronomy, they 
have acquired some skill and knowledge, but 
those are skills and knowledge that anyone 
can learn. Someone recently pointed out 
to me that we are amateur ‘observers,’ not 
amateur ‘astronomers,’ meaning that our 
observing skill is be�er than our scienti�c 
knowledge.”

�e last caveat that may keep some people 
glued to their couches is the weather. With 
Pi�sburgh having more cloudy days on record 
than Sea�le in an average year, it’s hard to 
know whether you’ll get to see anything. But 
the AAAP has that covered as well.

“Mingo Creek Park Observatory has a 
planetarium in which we give ’live’ lectures, 
planetarium shows and movies, so that facility 
will be opened on star party evenings, even 
when the skies are not conducive to star 
gazing. Wagman Observatory will not be 
open if the skies are completely overcast,” 
Holtz said. “If there are some breaks between 
the clouds, and if it is safe to set up scopes  — 
no threats of rain — then we will do our best 
to observe whatever is visible in the cloud 
breaks.”

And don’t forget, what you learn at the 
observatories can be brought home to your 
own backyards – the skies aren’t going 
anywhere.

For more information on the AAAP, go to 
wp.3ap.org online.  ■
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Summer is an active time in real estate and IN Community is here to 
help you navigate the market. Our special real estate section 

will be full of useful information on improving your home’s value,  
home maintenance, outdoor style, real estate trends and much more!

Contact us at 724.942.0940 to advertise!

Summer 2015 Special Advertising Section:

Real Estate
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Pine-Richland High 
School Competition 
Cheerleading Squad 
Captures First 
The Pine-Richland High School Competitive 
Cheerleading Squad took �rst place at the PIAA 
Competitive Spirit Cheerleading Championship 
in Hershey, PA in the small varsity division which 
included 39 teams on Jan. 24. The team is coached 
by Daniella DeRenzo and Danielle Hitson. They were 
led by senior captains Jaclyn Kamenicky and Caitlin 
Henley, and senior co-captain Emma Jochem. Squad 
members include seniors Sarah Craig, Taylor Derk, 
MaryKate Drury, Jillian McAliney and Taylor Stewart; 
juniors Rachel Semelbauer, Alexandra Schultz, 
Hannah Kane, Antonia Hassan, Nicole Sevco and 
Elizabeth McMurry; sophomores Hanna Szelong and 
Abigail Franks; and freshman Alexis Stutz.
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PRHS Student Earns 
First Place in 
Audio-Essay Scholarship 
Competition 
Evan Stephenson of Pine Township earned �rst place 
in the Veterans of Foreign Wars Voice of Democracy 
Audio-Essay Scholarship Competition.This year’s 
theme was “Why Veterans Are Important to Our 
Nation’s History & Future.”

PRHS 
Junior 
Evan 
Stephenson

The PRHS Competition Cheerleading Squad earns first place at state competition.

PRHS to Stage

Students at Pine-Richland High School will present the musical, 
Pippin this March at the PRHS Auditorium, 700 Warrendale Rd. in 
Gibsonia. 

The Tony Award-winning Pippin features the music and lyrics of 
Stephen Schwartz. Bob Fosse, who directed the original Broadway 
production, also contributed to the libretto. The musical uses the 
premise of a mysterious performance troupe, led by three Leading 
Players to tell the story of Pippin, a young prince on his search for 
meaning and signi�cance. 

Jim Scriven joins the Pine-Richland Spring Musical team this year as 
director with a cast of more than 50 students. 

Show Times
Mar. 12, 4 p.m. (Complimentary Senior Citizen Performance)
Mar. 13, 7:30 p.m.
Mar. 14, 7:30 p.m. 
Mar. 20  7:30 p.m. 
Mar. 21, 2 p.m.  &  7:30 p.m. 

Tickets may be ordered at musicaltickets@pinerichland.org. Visit 
pinerichland.org/musical to download an order form for tickets at the 
box o�ce.  If ordering by email, payment must be received 24 hours  
prior to show time. Tickets are $12 for reserved seating and $10 for 
balcony seating.
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Students at Pine-Richland High School 
collected hundreds of items for those in 
need. The items included socks, sweatpants, 
travel-size toiletries, gloves, hats and 
non-perishable breakfast items. The 
students packed the items into 171 kits. 

The project was part of a program 
called Operation Safety Net at Mercy 
Health System, which operates a severe 
weather emergency shelter.  

The Pine-Richland High School Football Team earned the 
WPIAL Championship title. The Rams moved on in the PIAA 
Championship match-up and made it to the �nal game on 
Dec. 13, 2014 and earning the PIAA runner-up title. Several 
players were recognized for making the All-WPIAL AAAA 
Conference Team: Brendan Burnham, D'ondre Gastion, Matt 
Hampson, Ben Di Nucci, John Kohley, Mike Merhaut and 
Connor Slomka. In addition, Head Coach Eric Kasperowicz 
was named AAAA Coach of Year, and Ben Di Nucci was 
named Gatorade  Pennsylvania Football Player of the Year.

PRHS Football Team Earns 
WPIAL Title & Runner-Up 
Title at PIAAs

Each year, the AW Beattie Career Center recognizes outstanding 
Students of the Month. The following Pine-Richland High School 
students have earned recognition for November 2014 – January 2015. 

December - January Winners
Advertising Design  -  Kaylyn Covert (11th Grade)

Early Childhood Education  -   Anna Schleicher (12th Grade)

November - December 2014 Winners
Emergency Response Technology  -  Taylor Groetsch  (11th Grade)

Health Science Technology  -  Alexis Murphy (11th Grade)
Advertising Design  -  Kyrra Bosland  (11th Grade)

Heating, Ventilating & Air conditioning (HVAC)  -  Alexander Wilson 
(12th Grade)

In addition, the following Pine-Richland High School students have 
been nominated for the National Technical Honor Society through 
their participation in Beattie: Kyrra Bosland, Eric Grazorchalk and 
Hunter Wozniak.

Career Center Honors Students
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PRHS seniors 
Austin 
McWilliams, 
Senior Emefa 
Kawayena 
and Helen 
Guo collected 
hundreds of 
necessities 
for Operation 
Safety Net.

Above:  The PRHS Football Team earns WPIAL Championship 
and named PIAA Runner-Up. Coach Eric Kasperowicz is shown 
here after the WPIAL Championship game. 
Photo by Peter Diana Photography.

PRHS Students 
Collect Hundreds of Necessities
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INFOCUS
Send Us Your Photos
Have you taken a photo of something beautiful, interesting or historic around town? Email your photo to us at editors@icmags.com and we may 
publish it in the magazine! Be sure to include your name, the speci�c location where the photo was taken, the approximate date and any other 
information you would like to include. �e photo must be from the Pine-Richland area.  

*To be considered for publication, all high-quality photos must be original size, digital format (1MB or larger) and highest resolution possible, 300 dpi 
preferred. Please put “Pine-Richland Photo” in the subject line of the email.

Here are a few examples  
of the types of images we  

are looking for.
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