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Presentation Outline

• The 2016 Academic Achievement and Growth Report 

focuses on a review and analysis of several 

standardized assessments.

• In all cases, these test results serve as “assessments of 

learning” received well after the test is administered to 

provide “lagging indicators” of student achievement at 

a snapshot in time. 



Presentation Outline

• Tonight’s presentation will focus on a selection of high stakes 

assessments: SPP; PSSA; PVAAS; SAT; ACT; and AP.

• Key refinements in this year’s report include: school 

performance profile (SPP) results; top decile comparisons; and an 

increased focus on growth. 

• Sample analyses are included – such as grade 5 – without an 

attempt to review all grade levels in the presentation. All grade 

levels are addressed in the report.



Learning Goals

As a result of this session, we will….

• Review selected results across multiple assessments

• Consider the concepts of achievement and growth across 

multiple forms of assessment 

• Analyze those results with an eye towards levels, trends, 

comparisons, and integration

• Identify concrete areas of focus for curriculum and instruction 

that promote continuous improvement

• Remain focused on a balanced and holistic assessment of 

organizational success where standardized results are one part.



Perspective

30,000’
Concepts: Achievement and Growth; Teaching and Learning; Multiple Indicators; 

Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment

20,000’
General Findings: Levels; Trends; Comparisons; Multiple Assessments; Assessment 

Anchors

10,000’
Classroom and Student Groups: Eligible Content; Unit-Based Curriculum; 

Classroom/Teacher

Ground’
Individual Students: Lesson Planning; Flexible Groups; Formative Assessment



Big Idea

Achievement Growth



Results

•Similar to last year, we consider 

evaluation of results through the Baldrige 

lens of “LeTCI”:

–Levels

–Trends 

–Comparisons

–Integration



Model for 

Teaching and Learning

Curriculum

AssessmentInstruction



School Performance Profile

The SPP is designed to provide a building level 

score for educational systems and educators 

comprised of multiple indicators:

–Advanced/Proficient achievement (40%); 

–Closing achievement gap (10%); 

–PVAAS growth (40%); 

–Other indicators (10%). Achievement Growth



PRSD 2016 SPP

PRHS 93.0

PRMS 84.3

EHUE 83.2

Hance 94.4

Richland 88.2

Wexford 91.9

Levels



SPP Comparison

State Ranking

2016 PBT

>95 94.9 – 90 89.9 – 85 84.9 – 80 79.9 – 75 <75

PRSD (27) 3 1 2

1 1 1 4

2 2 1 2

3 1 1 4 1 3

4 1 1 1 1

5 2 1 6 1

6 2 1 3

7 1 2 2

8 2 1 2 3

9 2 2 2 3 1 1

10 1 1 1 2



SPP Conclusions

•Composite score impacted by more rigorous 

PSSA assessment (i.e., lower combined 

advanced/proficient percentage)

•PRSD performance at or above the top ranked 

school districts in Pennsylvania



PSSA/Keystone Exam

• PSSAs are state assessments for students in grades 3 –

8 in Mathematics and English Language Arts. 

o Second year of shift from PA Academic Standards to PA 

Core Standards

• PSSA Science is tested in grades 4 and 8.

• The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments in 

Algebra I, Literature, and Biology.

• The following performance levels are utilized: 

Advanced; Proficient; Basic; and Below Basic.



PSSA Test Structure 

and Comparisons



PSSA 5th Math



PSSA 5th Math 

Assessment Anchors
Strength

Opportunity



PSSA 5th Math 

Assessment Anchors

Opportunity Focus - Systematic Approach



PSSA 5th Math 

Opportunity: Curriculum



PSSA 5th Math 

Opportunity: Assessment



PSSA 5th Math 

Opportunity: Instruction



PVAAS

• The Pennsylvania Value-Added Assessment 

System (PVAAS) is a statistical analysis of 

state assessment data that provides districts 

and schools with growth data to add to 

achievement data (i.e., “year’s worth of growth 

in a year’s time”).



PVAAS 5th Math



Impact of 5th

Grade Math Program

2016 2015



5th Grade Math

Summary
•Achievement is strong compared to top 

decile performers.

•Growth is strong compared to the PA 

Standard for Academic Growth.

•Specific learning goals should be 

refined based on results (e.g., 

fractions).

•Specific student groups can be 

considered based on results (e.g., 1st

quintile).

Achievement Growth



PSSA 5th ELA



PSSA 5th ELA 

Assessment Anchors
Strength

Opportunity



PSSA 5th ELA 

Assessment Anchors

Opportunity Focus



PSSA 5th ELA 

Assessment Anchors

Opportunity Focus



PSSA 5th ELA 

Assessment Anchors

Opportunity Focus



PVAAS 5th ELA



Impact of 5th

Grade ELA

2016 2015



5th Grade ELA

Summary
•Achievement is strong compared to 

top decile performers.

•Growth is strong compared to the 

PA Standard for Academic Growth 

as a cohort and at all quintile 

groups.

•Specific learning goals should be 

refined based on results (e.g., text 

dependent analysis).

Achievement Growth



PSSA 4th Science



PVAAS 4th Science



4th Grade Science

Summary
•Achievement is slightly below top 

decile performers.

•Growth is a concern compared to 

the PA Standard for Academic 

Growth as a cohort and at all 

quintile groups.

•Curriculum, instruction, and 

assessments will be carefully 

studied and reviews as part of the 

in-depth program review process.

Achievement Growth



PVAAS

•The value of viewing the PVAAS scatterplot is 

seeing achievement and growth on a coordinate 

plane with the goal of scoring in the “upper right” 

quadrant. 

–2016 Scatterplot

–3-Year Average Scatterplot

•The PVAAS value-add report allows us to 

view the net impact of the entire program.



Math 4 – 8 Scatterplot

2016 (Last Year)

EHUE

PRMS



Math 4 – 8 Scatterplot

Three Year

EHUE

PRMS



Math 4 – 8 Value Add



ELA 4 – 8 Scatterplot

2016 (Last Year)

PRMS

EHUE



ELA 4 – 8 Scatterplot

Three Year

EHUE

PRMS



ELA 4 – 8 Value Add



PSSA/PVAAS

Findings

• Pine-Richland students outperformed the state average at all levels of the 

PSSA Math assessment.

• Pine-Richland students outperformed the top decile benchmark for 

combined advanced/proficient performance at grades 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8 (i.e., 

top 10% of schools in Pennsylvania).

• The PVAAS District Value-Added Report indicates “significant evidence 

students exceeded the Standard for PA Academic Growth” in math and 

ELA for 2016 (i.e., dark blue).

• Specific opportunity areas will be addressed in all three areas of 

curriculum, assessment, and instruction (all three MTSS tiers) through 

building-level and vertical teams.



SAT

• The SAT is a globally recognized college 

admission test in reading, writing and math.

• For each of the sub-tests, a score of 800 is 

possible for a combined total of 2400. 

• The results can be compared on a state and 

global level.



SAT 2016



SAT 2016



SAT 2016



ACT

• The ACT assessment measures skills in 

English, reading, mathematics, and science 

reasoning. 

• For each category and as a composite, a score 

of 36 is possible.

• The results can be compared on a state and 

national level.



ACT 2016



SAT/ACT Findings

• Pine-Richland students consistently outperform State and 

Total Group/US comparisons over the past five years.

• PRSD student performance on the SAT is stable in all test 

areas and in the overall combined score (i.e., math, reading, 

and writing).

• PRSD student performance on the ACT is stable in all tested 

areas and in the composite score (i.e., math, reading, English, 

science, and composite).

• Finalize a recommendation for potential SAT and ACT 

preparation courses.



Advanced Placement

• The Advanced Placement (AP) Exam is a test on which 

students demonstrate mastery of particular subjects and 

readiness for a college-equivalent course.

• Students earn a score of 1 – 5 with “5” indicating 

“extremely well-qualified” and “3” as a “qualified” 

score.

• The results can be compared on a national level.



AP 2016



AP 2016



Sample AP Results 

Over Time



AP Findings

• The district has maintain  high levels of student participation in AP courses over 

the past five years. 

• In 2016, average PRSD scores exceeded Pennsylvania and Global comparisons 

for 13 of 18 reported testing areas.

• Monitor changes in College Board curriculum and provide professional 

development based on teacher interest or student performance results as needed.

• Ensure student awareness of AP course offerings and academic readiness for 

AP courses within the content specific pathways.



Conclusions

• We are achieving at high levels across multiple standardized 

assessments…but we have the potential for much higher levels 

of achievement.

• We are growing across most grades and subjects that includes 

our higher performing student group…but we have the 

potential for more significant growth. 

• We need to ensure that the results and findings of these data are 

integrated into the model for teaching and learning to reach 

the vertical teams and individual classrooms.



Discussion


