
Pine-Richland School District



 The 2017 Academic Achievement and Growth Report 

focuses on a and 

.

 In all cases, these test results serve as 

“ ” received well after the 

test is administered to provide “ ” 

of student achievement at a snapshot in time. 



 Tonight’s presentation will focus on a selection of high 

stakes assessments:
 SPP

 PSSA

 PVAAS

 Key refinements in this year’s report include:
 Engagement of building administration in the analysis of data

 Identification of major action steps to improve results

 Integration of action steps with other district processes

 Sample 5th grade analyses are included in the 

presentation, while all grade levels are addressed 

within the 2017 report.

 SAT

 ACT

 AP



 Review selected results across multiple assessments

 Consider the concepts of achievement and growth across multiple 

forms of assessment 

 Analyze those results with an eye towards levels, trends, 

comparisons, and integration

 Identify concrete areas of focus for curriculum and instruction that 

promote continuous improvement

 Remain focused on a balanced and holistic assessment of 

organizational success where standardized results are one part.



 Model for Teaching and Learning
 Curriculum

 Instruction

 Assessment

 Multi-Tier System of Supports (MTSS)
 ELA and Math

 Decision Trees

 Research-Based Interventions

 Continuum of Services
 Special Education

 Gifted Education

 Other Programming



Curriculum

AssessmentInstruction



Achievement          Growth



Concepts: 

Achievement and Growth; Teaching and Learning; Multiple Indicators; 

Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment

General Findings: 

Levels; Trends; Comparisons; Multiple Assessments; Assessment Anchors

Classroom and Student Groups:

Eligible Content; Unit-Based Curriculum; Classroom/Teacher

Individual Students: 

Lesson Planning; Flexible Groups; Formative Assessment



 As we have shared over the last two years, we 

consider evaluation of results through the Baldrige 

lens of “LeTCI”:

Levels

Trends 

Comparisons

Integration



The SPP is designed to provide a building level score 

for educational systems and educators comprised of 

multiple indicators:

 Advanced/Proficient achievement (40%); 

 Closing achievement gap (10%); 

 PVAAS growth (40%); 

 Other indicators (10%).



PRHS 92.0

PRMS 70.0

EHUE 74.5

Hance 99.1

Richland 91.0

Wexford 99.0



State Ranking 

2017 Pgh BT 100 – 95 94.9 – 90 89.9 – 85 84.9 – 80 79.9 – 75 74.9 – 70 <70

PRSD (29) 2 2 0 0 0 2 0

1 0 1 2 1 2 0 0

2 0 1 0 0 2 1 1

3 0 0 0 1 2 1 0

4 0 3 2 3 0 1 1

5 0 0 3 1 3 1 0

6 0 1 1 2 2 0 0

7 5 2 1 1 0 1 0

8 1 1 0 0 1 0 2

9 0 1 0 1 1 1 1

10 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

11 1 4 1 1 2 0 2

12 1 0 1 1 2 0 0

13 1 1 3 1 0 0 0



 Pine-Richland continues to perform at or above the 

top-ranked school districts in Pennsylvania.

 School grade level configurations can impact 

comparisons of schools at one “elementary” versus 

another “elementary” based on grade spans tested 

and serviced (i.e., K-3, K-5, 4-6, etc.).

 Not all standardized assessments reflect the same 

level of rigor across the grade levels and can impact 

building level SPPs.



 Pennsylvania System of Standardized Assessment

 Grades 3 – 8 (Third Year of Revised Standards & Test)

Mathematics

English Language Arts

 Grades 4 & 8

Science

 Keystone Exams

 “End-of-Course” Exams

Algebra I

Literature

Biology

Performance Levels

Advanced

Proficient

Basic

Below Basic



eMetric Features

 Interactive Reporting with 

Tables & Graphs

 Administrator/Principal 

Access to Student, Grade 

Level, Content Area, 

Building, District 

Aggregate & State Data



Features of Data Analysis

 Trend Line Across 

PRSD Data Over Past 

3 Years of Different 

Cohorts of Students

 Comparison to 

Relevant Groups (e.g. 

PA Top Decile)



Identify Strengths:

Identify Opportunities:



 Opportunities Framed through Systematic Approach
 Review Eligible Content

 Connection to Model for Teaching and Learning

 Revisions to Unit-Based Curriculum

 Formative Assessment & Remediation



 PVAAS is a statistical analysis of state assessment 

data that provides districts and schools with growth 

data to compliment achievement data.

 Value-added data help to determine if students have 

made “a year’s worth of growth in one year’s time”.







 PRSD 5th Grade outperformed the state and the top 

decile for combined advanced/proficient 

performance.

 There are 2 main anchors with one piece of eligible 

content each, which need to be examined:

M5.A-F.2 Numbers & Operations Fractions 

M5.D-M.3 Measurement & Data

 PRSD 5th Grade exceeded the standard for growth 

for 2017 and for the 3-year value-added average.

 PRSD 5th Grade is meeting or exceeding growth in all 

quintiles, except the 1st.





Data Analysis

 Trend Line Across 

PRSD Data Over 

Past 3 Years of 

Different Cohorts of 

Students

 Comparison to 

Relevant Groups (e.g. 

PA Top Decile)



Identify Strengths:

Identify Opportunities:









 PRSD 5th Grade outperformed the state and nearly 

performed commensurate with the top decile.

 There are 3 anchors with one eligible content 

concept each, which need to be solidified:

 E5.E.1 Text Dependent Analysis

 E5.A Literature Texts

 E5.A-C.3 Craft & Structure

 The 2017 and 3-year value-added report showed that 

5th grade exceeded the growth standard.

 All quintiles met or exceeded the growth standard in 

5th Grade ELA.











 PRSD 4th Grade students outperformed the state and 

top decile in science through the combined 

advanced/proficient category.

 PRSD students with an IEP in Grade 4 (73.1%) 

performed nearly commensurate with the overall 

performance of all PA students (74.6%).

 There are 3 anchors with 1 or 2 eligible content each 

in 4th Grade to address:

 S.A.3 Nature of Science

 S4.B.3 Biological Sciences

 S.D.1-2 Earth and Space Sciences



 Although the PRSD value 

added report for both 2017 

and the 3-year average is 

“red”, indicating that the 

district did not meet the 

growth standard, we noticed 

the 4th quintile maintaining 

their progress this year for 

the first time in the last 2 

years.





 The scatterplot combines the concepts of growth 

and achievement together.

 The upper right quadrant represents both high 

achievement and growth rates.

We will examine:

 2017 Single Year PVAAS Scatterplots

 Combined 3-Year Average PVAAS Scatterplots

 Value-added reports provide us a perspective of the 

entire programmatic impact.











 PRSD students outperformed the state and top 

decile average for the combined advanced/proficient 

level of performance in all grade levels.

 The 3-Year Value-Added report indicates that PRSD 

students met the growth standard in math and 

exceeded the growth standard in ELA.

 Action steps will assist us in addressing the 

intersection of curriculum, instruction, and 

assessment across grade levels and vertically within 

departments/content areas.



 The SAT is a globally recognized college admission 

test in evidence-based reading and writing, as well 

as mathematics.

 The test was redesigned with new reporting 

categories and scoring guidelines, which were first 

reported in the Spring of 2017.

While the 2017 assessment is new, we can compare 

this year’s performance against the state and global 

benchmarks; however, no trend data is available. 







Scoring Changes:

Past Test: 2400 max score

New Test: 1600 max score





 The ACT is designed to measure high school 

students  general education development and their 

ability to complete college-level work.

 Skills assessed include: English, Math, Reading, & 

Science

 36 is the maximum composite score across all four 

subject areas. 

 Comparisons include state and national level data.

 The ACT has remained the same for years, allowing 

trends to be identified.





 PRSD students have consistently outperformed both 

State and Total Group/US comparisons over the past 

six years on the SAT and ACT.

 In the first year of the new SAT test, PRSD students 

performed nearly equally across both subtests, 

Evidence-Based Reading and Writing (591) and 

Mathematics (594).

Males continue to outperform females in 

mathematics, whereas females continue to 

outperform males in reading on the SAT and ACT; 

although, composite scores for both genders are 

very similar (SAT) or identical (ACT).





 Advanced Placement (AP) exams show students’ 

mastery of particular content areas, as well as their 

readiness for a college level course in that subject.

 Scores are scaled from 1 through 5 (“extremely well-

qualified”), with 3 representing “qualified”.

 The results can be comparted to national scores and 

can be analyzed over time for trends.

 Average scores across subject area tests are 

provided.

 PRSD had students take the “Art History” AP Exam 

for the first time in 2017.









 In 2017, we saw the highest number of students 

enrolled in AP courses and taking AP tests than we 

have in the history of our District.

 The percentage of PRSD students scoring a 3 or 

better on AP exams has been higher than state or 

global comparisons for 6 of the past 7 years.

 In 2017, 69.2% of PRSD students scored a 3+ on an 

AP exam, representing a slight decrease in 

comparison to the last two years.





 PRSD student continue to achieve at very high levels 

across each of these standardized measure, in most 

cases outperforming the state, total group, or top 

decile, where applicable. Pockets still could certainly 

achieve higher.

 PRSD students are growing, yet relative to 

achievement levels, our growth could certainly 

improve. 

 Integration of next steps will help us leverage the 

model for teaching and learning to impact students, 

classrooms, grade levels, and departments.



 Model for Teaching and Learning
 Curriculum

 Instruction

 Assessment

 Multi-Tier System of Supports (MTSS)
 ELA and Math

 Decision Trees

 Research-Based Interventions

 Continuum of Services
 Special Education

 Gifted Education

 Other Programming



Fostering the Growth of Our Students 

& Planting the Seeds of Learning


