
Thank you for your interest in joining scouts!  The benefits for boys being involved with scouting are 
numerous. The following is intended to provide you with an overview of how Pack 85 operates and 
hopefully answer many questions.  We’d love to have you join our Pack! 

 
1)      Pack Meetings:  
Boys and leaders meet as a large group called a “Pack” on the 1st Monday of each month.  Typically 
the Pack meetings are held at the Gibsonia Presbyterian Church right on Route 910 near Consolidated 
Communications.  Pack meetings begin with a “presentation of the flags”, welcoming remarks, calling 
up each den to the stage for achievement awards to each cub, and then an activity organized by one 
of the Dens. When your den hosts the Pack meeting, families from your den will supply snacks and 
drinks for the pack. 
 
2)      Dens 
The “pack” includes boys in “dens” of up to 10-12 boys organized by grade and has its own “Den 
Leader(s)”.  The Den Leader(s) is most often a parent of a boy in the den.   1st grade boys are the 
youngest called Tigers.  Each year they can move up to the next level (Wolf, Bear, Webelos and Arrow 
of Light) before graduating to boy scouts. 
 
3)      Den Meetings 
The Den Leader along with assistance of other parents will organize and plan a meeting or activity 
during the month to help achieve the awards required to move to the next level.  These are great 
opportunities to experience and learn new things as well as meet and build lasting friendships for the 
boys and parents.  Achievement goals are spelled out in the handbook that each scout is given at the 
beginning of the year. 
 
4)      Uniforms 
Each Cub Scout will wear his uniform to the “Pack Meetings” and to some Den activities.  Uniforms 
can be purchased at the scout store (Flag Plaza near PPG Arena, scout store in Butler or online at 
ScoutStuff.org).  We also have a Pack 85 t-shirt ($10) which is worn for some scouting events.  You will 
be given more information about how to purchase uniforms.   
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5)      Parent Involvement 
The KEY component to the success of the Pack and Dens is parent involvement.  Unlike Girl Scouts or 
Daisies where the girls are dropped off for the meetings, one or both parents will attend each 
meeting or activity with their son.  Younger siblings are also welcome, so scouting really becomes a 
family activity!  Lifelong friendships can be formed through scouts!  
 
6)      Fees & Expenses 
Annual dues are collected with registration in the summer of each scout year.  The Pack dues for the 
scouting year are $100.   
   
7)      Fundraiser- Popcorn 
The Pack’s only fund raiser is selling popcorn in the fall.  The minimum sales amount is $400 otherwise 
there is a $150 buyout fee to be paid to the Pack since this is the big fund raiser for the year.  The 
pack also offers fun prizes and incentives during the Popcorn fundraiser. 
 
8)      Schedule of events and activities 
We will provide a schedule of Pack Meetings and activities in the fall for the scout year.  If other event 
opportunities become available a notification will be communicated.  We often get discount rates for 
activities in Pittsburgh such as the Monster Jam, a sporting event, circus etc… and each family would 
pay the discounted rate to attend.   The den sets its own activity schedule.  
 
9)      Summer Camp 
Summer camp is a great experience for your son and one parent must accompany each scout.   
 
 
Yours in scouting, 
Steve Miller    
Smiller3@zoominternet.net 
Cubmaster Pack 85 
 
 
 


