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Dear Eden Hall Upper Elementary Families, 
 
It is with great pleasure that we present to you Eden Hall Upper Elementary School’s Program of 
Studies for the 2017-2018 school year. Over the years, our staff has worked hard to ensure that our 
school structure, schedules and courses offer 
children at this developmental stage the 
appropriate level of depth and breadth in upper 
elementary school. Each student is unique and our 
goal is to provide the necessary tools for future 
success.  
 
The early years of school are critical to future 
academic success. Children in the primary grades 
(kindergarten through grade three) participate in an 
academic program designed to meet the needs of 
young children. They learn to read, express their 
thoughts through writing and critical thinking, and 
work with numbers and mathematical operations. 
Children are also engaged in inquiry-based thinking 
through the disciplines of science and social studies.  
 
While children in the primary grades are learning to 
read, write, and compute - children in grades four, five, and six are applying these basic skills as they 
read to learn, write, communicate, use numbers to solve problems, and think critically in all areas of 
the curriculum including computer applications/keyboarding, art, music, physical education/health, 
library science and world languages.  
 
Together, we plan to engage all students in a meaningful year of strong growth, learning and 
integration into the Eden Hall Upper Elementary School culture. I am very positive about our time 
ahead. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our school office.  We look 
forward to working and learning with you and your child. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Steven Smith 
Principal, Eden Hall Upper Elementary 
 
Mr. Joseph Domagala 
Assistant Principal, Eden Hall Upper Elementary 
 
Ms. Greta Kuzilla 
Assistant Principal, Eden Hall Upper Elementary 
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 The mission of the Pine-Richland School District is to focus on learning for every student 
every day. 

 
The vision of the Pine-Richland School District is a picture developed by a student 
that captures the mission and provides a vivid reminder of the challenge and 
opportunity of our schools. 
 

 
In narrative language, the image conveys the following: 
 
Learning is our primary purpose. 
Learning occurs inside and outside the classroom. 
Learning is measured as BOTH achievement AND growth. 
Learning happens differently for different people so flexibility and variation is needed in the approach. 
Learning requires effort and persistence. 
Learning is for all of us and requires the support of everyone (e.g., student, staff, and parents). 
 

http://www.pinerichland.org/
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The values that guide our actions are based  
on the PRIDE acronym: 
 

P - Personal Growth 
R - Resiliency 
I - Innovation 
D - Diverse Opportunities 
E - Engagement 
 

Personal Growth represents a belief in the whole child and development through the years at Pine-

Richland. In addition to academic growth, this value is meant to represent social, emotional, and physical growth 
as well. Personal growth can also be applied to the staff. 
 

Resiliency is locally defined as "the ability to adapt well in the face of hard times and build upon one's 

strengths". It was adapted from the American Psychological Association. We believe that students must be 
equipped to handle success and adversity in their 
lives. 
 

Innovation represents breakthrough change. 

Innovation also signals an emphasis on problem 
solving and critical thinking. These skills are 
important for post-high school success. 
 

Diverse Opportunities capture the 

importance of a wide range of choices in academics, 
athletics, arts and activities. It acknowledges the fact 
that students have varied interests. Exposure to a 
wide variety of opportunities helps them achieve 
personal growth and potential areas of future interest. 
 

Engagement reflects the degree to which 

students, staff, parents, and community are part of the 
school district. It reflects engagement in the classroom 
for students as well as their connection to other 
aspects of student life. For our staff and community, 
engagement is a critical element of achieving our 
goals. 
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If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child, please contact your child’s homeroom 
teacher.  If you have general questions, you may also contact the office staff.  Since staff members 
are teaching throughout the day, e-mail may be the most efficient method for contacting your child’s 
teacher.  A staff directory and contact information for the guidance counselor and front office staff is 
available for each primary school. 
 
Eden Hall Upper Elementary Staff Directory, School Counselors & Office Contacts 
 

Question Regarding Who to Contact 

Enrollment / New Student Contact central office enrollment coordinator (By Appointment Only). 

Transportation / Bus Contact the transportation coordinator and/or  
Student Transportation of America (STA). 

Medical Contact the school nurse. 

Classroom Concern Contact your child’s teacher (Eden Hall Staff Staff Directory). 

Peer Issues Contact your child’s teacher & school counselor. 
(Eden Hall Staff Staff Directory & Info School Counselors) 

Attendance  Contact the office staff or a guidance counselor. 
(Info for School Counselors &  Office Contacts) 

Food Service / Lunches Contact the General Manager for the Food Service Department. 

Tutoring Contact your child’s teacher and school counselor.  
(EH Staff Directory & Info for School Counselors) 

Home Access Center  Contact EH Secretary Tara Brandt. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pinerichland.org/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=162&ChannelID=450&DirectoryType=6
https://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/337
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/167
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/29
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/304
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/304
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/238
http://www.pinerichland.org/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=162&ChannelID=450&DirectoryType=6
http://www.pinerichland.org/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=162&ChannelID=450&DirectoryType=6
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/337
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/337
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/167
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/262
http://www.pinerichland.org/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=162&ChannelID=450&DirectoryType=6
http://www.pinerichland.org/Domain/337
https://www.pinerichland.org/homeaccess
https://www.pinerichland.org/homeaccess
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The curriculum at Eden Hall Upper Elementary is structured to meet the academic demand for each 
subject.  Students engage in a rigorous academic experience that is designed to expand student 
skills, interests, and understanding of subject matter.  Students participate in experiences in English-
language arts, math, social studies, science, art, music, physical education/health, world languages, 
library sciences, and keyboarding/computer applications.  Students may also elect to participate in 
performance music programs including band, chorus, and strings.   
 

 
 
The English language arts program encompasses the areas of reading, writing, language, spelling, 
and speaking. Students are involved in learning activities designed to help them explore their 
interests, share their experiences, and develop a lifelong love of reading. Instruction includes, but is 
not limited to, development of word attack skills, vocabulary, fluency, reading comprehension 
strategies and skills, the writing process, and research. Teachers use authentic literature to facilitate 
instruction. 

 
 
 
 

 
The science curriculum exposes students to a wide range of topics in the areas of earth and space 
science, life science, and physical science. Students are presented with opportunities to develop the 
skills needed to understand how science works, learn new concepts, solve problems and make 
decisions in today’s technological society. Students investigate concepts and scientific phenomena 
using hands-on materials and units. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Eden Hall offers students three math pathways: Current, Compacted/Extended, and Accelerated. Our 
traditional pathway course is referenced as the “current” pathway in effort to clarify the similarities 
and differences. Both the compacted/ extended and current pathways prepare our students to take 
calculus in high school. The units planned for each course and the approximate time allotted for each 
unit are the same. The compacted/ extended pathway courses are built from the foundation of our 
current courses with certain topics compacted (shortened or eliminated). This compaction provides 
our teachers with opportunities to extend learning opportunities for students who have demonstrated 
the ability to understand quickly complex mathematical concepts.  

http://www.assetinc.org/
http://mhreadingwonders.com/
https://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com/snpapp/login/PsnLandingPage.jsp?showLandingPage=true
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The social studies program builds on students’ understanding of the world around them, focusing on 
people, places, and time. Concepts are developed in the areas of geography, history, civics and 
government, economics, and culture. Map, chart and graph skills are emphasized at each level.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Children in grades four through six attend scheduled art classes taught by highly qualified teachers. 
The art program offers a planned, sequential curriculum in design, drawing, painting, printmaking, 
clay, crafts, and sculpture. Students have opportunities for visual self-expression using a wide variety 
of tools, materials, and techniques.  Students rotate between multiple unique art classrooms through 
the school year to provide diverse opportunities. The goal of the Art program is to enable students to 
explore different types of Art media and spark a lifelong interest in Art.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Elementary music specialists work with students to help them develop a lifelong appreciation of 
music. In the General Music classroom, students have the opportunity for multiple instrumental and 
vocal experiences, as they work with a wide variety of instruments, materials, and musical genres. 
The EHUE General Music curriculum provides students with musical skills, experiences and knowledge 
of Music theory and history. In addition to their General Music instruction, students have the 
opportunity to become performing musicians by joining Chorus, Band, and/or Orchestra. Students 
who join one of our performing ensembles will hone their musical skills above and beyond those 
introduced in the General Music class. 
 
 

 
 
Students need to become proficient in a world of ever-increasing technological growth. The 
keyboarding/computer applications program instructs keyboarding skills and various computer 
programs that are integrated into the completion of classroom learning activities. Students are 
expected to use touch-typing skills, formatting skills, and their knowledge of programs in their daily 
work.  Technology is used as a tool to enhance and expand the learning that is occurring in the 
classroom.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/6278
https://www.pinerichland.org/Page/1145
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/1205
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Participation in physical activity is critical throughout the elementary school years to assist in the 
development of motor skills and body control. The physical education/health curriculum emphasizes 
students’ skill development, wellness concepts, sportsmanship, and overall fitness levels. Adaptive 
physical education services are provided for students who cannot participate within a regular class or 
when a diagnostic approach is needed to achieve optimum progress for a child.  
 
 

 
 
  
 

In the world language program, students will explore a wide variety of languages and cultures with a 
focus on communication, connections, comparisons, cultures, and communities. The goal of 
the program is to promote an awareness of and appreciation for languages and cultures around the 
world. The program also aims to foster an enthusiasm for language learning that will be further 
developed at the secondary level. 
 
 
 

 
 
The mission of our school library media program is to ensure that 
students and staff are effective users of ideas and information. 
Our school library media specialist empowers students to be 
critical thinkers, enthusiastic readers, skillful researchers, and 
ethical users of information by: 

 Collaborating with our educators and students to design 
and teach engaging learning experiences that meet 
individual needs. 

 Instructing students and assisting educators in using, 
evaluating, and producing information and ideas through 
active use of a broad range of appropriate tools, resources, 
and information technologies. 

 Providing access to materials in all formats, including up-to-date, high quality, varied literature 
to develop and strengthen a love of reading. 

 Providing students and staff with instruction and resources that reflect current information 
needs and anticipate changes in technology and education. 

 Providing leadership in the total education program and advocating for strong library media 
programs in schools as essential to meeting local, state, and national education goals. 

 

http://www.pinerichland.org/domain/171
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/1956
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Eden Hall Upper Elementary School has a Multi-Tiered 
System of Support (MTSS) team, consisting of teachers, 
guidance counselors, reading specialists, 
interventionists, school psychologists, special education 
teachers, gifted education teachers, and 
principals.  Team members meet regularly to discuss 
students’ data, progress, and possible intervention or 
enrichment opportunities for students.  Depending on 
students’ needs, interventions and enrichment 
opportunities may vary by type, intensity, or 
frequency.  Most interventions and enrichment 
opportunities take place during RAM (Reading and Math) 
Time and Explore Time.   
 
 
For example, a Tier II intervention may include small 
group reading support facilitated by a reading specialists or small group math support provided by a 
math specialist.  A Tier III intervention may include participation in additional interventions or 
programs such as SpellRead, Wilson Reading, or the Language! intervention. ELA Enrichment is 
available for students in need of further extension.  For more information about intervention and 
enrichment opportunities at EHUE, please see our RAM Time brochure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pinerichland.org/cms/lib/PA01001138/Centricity/Domain/162/ramtime.pdf
https://www.pinerichland.org/ehues


11 
 

 
 

                           
 

  
 

 
 

The 2017 Pine-Richland School Board consists of nine members, who set policy for the 
school district.   
 

Left: The PR School Board is made up of (Back Row: L-R) Vice President Therese Dawson, 

directors Steven Stegman, Marc Casciani, Peter Lyons and Greg DiTullio, (Front Row: L-R) Director 
Holly Johnston, President Jeffrey Banyas, Treasurer Dennis Sundo and Director Virginia Goebel. 

 
Pine-Richland School District 

702 Warrendale Rd., Gibsonia PA 15044 
Phone: 724-625-7773 &  Fax: 724-625-1490 

www.pinerichland.org 

Dr. Brian R. Miller Superintendent  x 6100 

Barbara Williams Administrative Assistant to Superintendent  x 6100 

Dr. Michael Pasquinelli Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Education & Curriculum x 6110 

Dr. Kristen Silbaugh Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education & Curriculum x 6121 

Carolyn Will Administrative Assistant to Assistant Superintendent x 6110 

Dana Kirk Director of Financial & Operational Services x 6303 

Rachel McCarthy Accounting Specialist x 6300 

Robbie McConnell Accounts Receivable & Payable Specialist x 6306 

Kim Charney Transportation & Facilities Use Coordinator x 6200 

Davida van Mook State Reporting Coordinator/PIMS Coordinator x 6000 

Owen Kenney Director of Human Resources & Legal Affairs x 6201 

Lauren Chappell HR,  Employee Benefit Programs Administrator  x 6302 

Jill Welch Human Resources Database Administrator x 6304 

Rachel Hathhorn Director of Communications x 6202 

Steve Karpinski Media Services Specialist x 1505 

William Clack Media & Web Services Coordinator x 1505 

Gary Zang Director of Facilities  x 6750 

Craig Schomaker Director of Maintenance x 6751 

Andrew Petyak Safety & Security Coordinator x 1607 

 

                                 Pine-Richland Pupil Services Directory  
                                      3811 Bakerstown Rd., Gibsonia, PA 15044 
                                      Phone: 724-443-7230 & Fax: 724-443-7374 

 

Noel Hustwit Director of Special Education x 6501 

Brenda Provenzano Special Education Secretary x 6501 

Mary Pegher Administrative Assistant to Director of Pupil Services x 6500 

Dr. Maura Paczan Lead School Psychologist x 6503 

Dr. Melissa Ramirez School Psychologist x 6504 

Carolyn Welschonce Social Worker x 7807 

http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/5733
http://www.pinerichland.org/
mailto:brmiller@pinerichland.org
mailto:bawilliams@pinerichland.org
mailto:mpasquinelli@pinerichland.org
mailto:ksilbaugh@pinerichland.org
mailto:cwill@pinerichland.org
mailto:dkirk@pinerichland.org
mailto:rmccarthy@pinerichland.org
mailto:rmcconnell@pinerichland.org
mailto:kcharney@pinerichland.org
mailto:dvanmook@pinerichland.org
mailto:okenney@pinerichland.org
mailto:lchappell@pinerichland.org
mailto:jwelch@pinerichland.org
mailto:rhathhorn@pinerichland.org
mailto:skarpinski@pinerichland.org
mailto:wclack@pinerichland.org
mailto:gzang@pinerichland.org
mailto:cschomaker@pinerichland.org
mailto:apetyak@pinerichland.org
mailto:nhustwit@pinerichland.org
mailto:bprovenzano@pinerichland.org
mailto:mpegher@pinerichland.org
mailto:mpaczan@pinerichland.org
mailto:mramirez@pinerichland.org
mailto:cwelschonce@pinerichland.org
http://www.pinerichland.org/Page/5733
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Pine-Richland School District  

 
Pine-Richland School District will not discriminate in its education programs, activities or employment practices, 
protected classification. Announcement of this policy is in accordance with state and federal laws, including Title 
IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 and Sections 5043 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  


