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• Education Model Continuum

• Selection and Planning for 2021 - 2022

• Conditions and Cases (County and Townships/District)

• Transforming the Future (2021 – 2022)

• CDC Updates, Vaccinations and Quarantine

• PRSD Next Steps

Key Points
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Educational Model Continuum*

“Old Days”

Schools operate as they did on and 
before March 13, 2020.

Traditional with 
Some Restrictions

Restrictions could include: cleaning; 
sanitizing; some spacing of desks in 
classrooms; optional masking; etc.

Traditional with Significant 
Restrictions

Restrictions could include limiting the number of 
students in a class; alternative transportation 
options; staggered schedules, etc.

Dynamic Hybrid Between 
Traditional and Virtual

A combination of traditional with significant 
restrictions and virtual instruction for some.

100% Virtual 
All students are learning remotely 
from home.

*Conditions and cases are at the lowest levels since the start of the pandemic. 

PRVA+

Low Moderate Substantial High
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• School – and life – have been disrupted by the pandemic since March 2020. 

• Improving conditions and reduced cases support a shift on the educational 
model continuum that is largely traditional in design.

• ESY, COVID Compensatory Education, athletics and activities continue to 
operate with reduced restrictions.

• Approximately 99% of families selected the in-person learning option for 
2021 – 2022.

• We are finalizing the model and approach of PRVA+ as a full virtual learning 
model available for students in grades 1 – 12 for the 2021 – 2022 school 
year.

Daily Life, School Routines and the Future
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ACHD Dashboard (Last 3 Months)
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Past Year County Cases (Confirmed and Probably)
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Past Month County Cases (5 – 12 Year Olds)
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• At this time and given the key points that follow, we are planning a 
return for the 2021 – 2022 school year in a largely traditional 
manner. We will continue mitigation practices, such as cleaning, 
sanitizing, physical distancing to the extent possible without 
altering program design or delivery, individual wellness checks 
managed at home (e.g., attention to symptoms). Barring a broader 
mandate, we will recommend masking of unvaccinated individuals 
but not require/mandate masking (i.e., family choice).

Preliminary Recommendation for 2021-22
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• The Pennsylvania mask mandate lifted on June 28th. While 
recommendations from governmental and/or public health agencies 
may exist for unvaccinated individuals, it is likely that that they will 
remain recommendations – not mandates – unless there is a 
significant change to conditions or cases in the future (i.e., 
worsening).

• The amount of virus in the community is reflected through conditions 
and cases. At a county level, the incidence rate is now less than 5 per 
100,000 with a positivity rate at 1%. Over the past month, we have 
also been specifically monitoring the Allegheny Alerts to view levels 
and trends in the 5 – 12 age range. These data reinforce the low 
levels within that group. 

Key Points
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• For the most vulnerable populations and those 12 and older, vaccines 
are widely available in our country and region. In addition, Pfizer-
BioNTech is in Phase 2/3 trials for 5 – 11 year olds (and younger). 
Those vaccines have a lower dose of the active ingredients. If efficacy 
and safety outcomes continue, it appears that the potential for 
Emergency Use Authorization for 5 – 11 year olds could be possible 
by September. 

• We do know that there are some children in the 5 – 11 age group 
with individual medical concerns that may require special 
accommodations and planning on a case-by-case basis.  

Key Points
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• Per current public health guidance, it is likely that quarantine 
requirements will continue in the fall for close contacts to a 
confirmed positive individual case. Vaccinated individuals – of any 
age – do not need to quarantine if they remain asymptomatic. It will 
be helpful if school nurses know who has been vaccinated since it will 
impact contact tracing. Given individual privacy considerations, we 
will encourage staff and families to voluntarily share vaccination 
information with the school nurses.

Key Points
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• In discussions with local school district leaders, the recommendation 
emerging at PRSD is similar to the thinking in those districts. It is 
important to also consider the realities of implementation and 
enforcement if a local school district mandate was considered. 

Implementation Considerations
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• Send an information update to the PRSD community.

• Implement this approach with summer academic programming (ESY 
and CCE) and extra-curricular activities (e.g., athletics, marching band 
and other camps).

• Board approval of a preliminary Health and Safety Plan for 2021 - 2022

• We will continue to monitor the amount of virus in the region through 
incidence rate and positivity rate. We continue to consult with the 
Healthcare Leadership Council subject-matter experts. We will also 
continue to consult with the Allegheny County Health Department. 

Next Steps
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Healthcare Leadership Council Membership
Senior Leadership Team: Dr. Miller (Superintendent); Dr. 
Pasquinelli (Asst. Superintendent); Dr. Justus (Asst. 
Superintendent); Mr. Noel Hustwit (Director of Student Services & 
Special Education); Ms. Hathhorn (Director of Communication); Mr. 
Brian Glickman (Director of Human Resources); Mrs. Kirk (Director 
of Financial & Operational Services); Mr. Shawn Stoebener 
(Director of Technology)

Administrators: Mrs. Nancy Bowman (PRHS); Dr. Dave Kristofic 
(PRMS); Mrs. Paula Giran (EHUE); Mrs. Greta Kuzilla 
(HES/RES/WES); Dr. Maura Paczan (Lead Psychologist); Mr. Jeff 
Zimmerman (Director of Facilities); Mr. Clayton Gruber (Custodial 
Supervisor); Mr. Sean Simmons (Director of Athletics)

Staff: Mr. Chris Vins (PREA President); Mr. Brian DeVinney (PREA 
Secondary Vice-President); Mrs. Danielle Kcehowski (PREA 
Elementary Vice-President); Mrs. Patti Noble (ESPA President); Mrs. 
Michelle Schonbachler (School Nurse Department Chair); Mrs. Kim 
Charney (Transportation & Facility Use Coordinator); Mrs. Barbara 
Williams (Administrative Support); Ms. Margo Kohler and Mr. Jim 
Bichler (Building Level Technology Coaches)

Governance: Mrs. Christine Misback (PRSD School Board)

Students: Executive Board Pres: Zeyad Amr; Class of 2021 
President: Gaby Stone. 

Key Partners: Mrs. Colleen McAndrew (STA Manager); Mr. Andy 
Hartman (STA Assistant Manager); Mrs. Diane Bucknum (SODEXO 
Manager)

Medical and Public Health Experts: Dr. Amy Cashdollar, Chief 
Operating Officer (AHN); Erin Colvin, CRNP (CHP); Dr. Vaughn 
Cooper, Professor of Microbiology Molecular Genetics (Pitt) Co-
Founder of Microbial Genome Sequencing Center; Renee Dixson, 
RN (UPMC); Dr. Tony Farah, Executive Vice President, Chief 
Medical/Clinical Transformation Officer (HH); Dr. Catherine Hrach, 
Emergency Physician (BHS); Dr. Jenene Hunkele, Sr. Medical 
Science Liaison (Alexion); Dr. Allan Klapper, CEO (AHN); Dr. Brook 
McHugh, Pediatrician (AHN); Dr. Tyler Quinn, Research 
Physiologist (NIOSH); Dr. Ryan Shields, Infectious Diseases 
Pharmacist/Assoc. Professor of Medicine (Pitt; UPMC); Dr. 
Domenic Mantella (PRSD School Physician) 


